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JesusChristisLord

1 Timothy 4:1-3 states:

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doc-
trines of demons,

2 speaking liesin hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

3 forbidding to marry ..... (NKJ)

This book provides a comprehensive scriptural analysis of what the Word of God really says about marriage, divorce, adultery and
related subjects. It takes particular account of 1 Corinthians 6:9 and other scriptures which clearly indicate that adulterers will not
inherit the kingdom of God and offers a comprehensive scriptural analysis of the scriptural definition of fornication, adultery,
marriage and divorce. The book clearly shows that the act of sexual intercourse with avirgin IS the ACT of marriage and that the
marriage covenant is cut in the virgin flesh (hymen) of the woman.

In 1 Samuel 13:14, Samuel, speaking to Saul, declares David to be a man after THE LORD'S "own heart". In 1 Samuel 25:42-44 we
see that subsequent to this David took two wives in addition to the wife that he already had. In 2 Samuel 5:13, we see that David took
further wives. Yetin 2 Samuel 12:7-8, after God sent Nathan the prophet to David to rebuke David for his adultery with Bathsheba
we see that God says that HE gave David Saul's wives. In 1 Kings 15:5 we read that AFTER David's death, scripture STILL say's
that David had doneright in the sight of God. In fact, we find at least fourteen (14) instances in the books of Kings and Chronicles
where we are told subsequent to his death that David "did right in the eyes of THE LORD all the days of hislife".

Subsequently, about one thousand years after David's death, God, speaking through Paul, reported in Acts 13:21-23, confirms that
David was a "man after THE LORD's own heart" and from David's seed God raised up for Isragl a Saviour (Jesus):

22 "...'l havefound David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.'
23 "Fromthis man's seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a Saviour-- Jesus-- (NKJ)

Here we see that despite his approximately eleven wives and ten concubines and despite a number of errors of which David was quick
to repent, God referred to David as "a man after His own heart" about one thousand years after David's death! Surely it is utter
foolishness to suggest that David was an adulterer for having more than one wife, as some have done? This book presents a
comprehensive analysis of scripture to demonstrate that it isindeed GOD'S OWN HEART that a man should have more than one
wife! It also demonstrates that Isaiah 4:1 indeed appliesto this age:

1 Andin that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, "We will eat our own food and wear our own apparel;
only let us be called by your name, to take away our reproach.” (NKJ)

Finally, from a variety of secular references the book provides some clues as to how the heresy of enforced monogamy cameinto
existence in the Christian church and why this heresy is such an important part of Satan's plan to prevent the return of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Thisis a challenging book which requires the reader to set aside all preconceived ideas and put THE WORD OF GOD FIRST.

If you are truly committed to serving THE LORD YOUR GoD with ALL your heart, all your soul, all your mind and all your
strength (Mark 12:30), thisis a book you cannot afford not to read.



AN
END TIME ISSUES
PUBLICATION

"Hear me, O Judah
and you inhabitants of Jerusalem:
Believe in the Lord your God,
and you shall be established;
believe His prophets,
and you shall prosper." ....

...." Praisethe Lord,

For Hismercy endures forever."
2 Chronicles 20:20,21






THE SCRIPTURAL
DEFINITION
OF
MARRIAGE

What the scriptures
really say about marriage,
putting away (" divorce" ), adultery
and the relationships
between men and women
asatype
of our relationship with
the
LORD JESUSCHRIST

Produced by James Robertson
P O Box 4206, Randburg, 2125
South Africa

Telephone : +27 +11 791-2327
Cédlphone : +27 +83-251-6644
Fax : +27 +11 791-5004
Email : james@end-time-issues.org.za

COPYRIGHT

This book may be copied in part or in full for the benefit of all believers provided it is not copied for commercial gain. Itis
only required that authorship and contact information be supplied.

DI DI D3> > D> D>

Our Ref: BRXTNETI//DISCOURSBIBMAR99.WP/JAR/jar vers0.99rel 1.3 12 March 2000



CAUTION

This book contains many scriptures which will almost certainly require you
to reconsider mogt, if not all, that you have believed the Bible says about
marriage, divorce, adultery, sexual conduct and related matters. In the
process you will aimost certainly have many opportunities to be offended
by what is contained herein.

If you are not committed to putting the written Word of
God above all other sources of information, this book is
probably not for you!

If you do regard the written Word of God in it's original, Holy Spirit
inspired text, asthe ultimate authority for the conduct of your life, then read
on.

Remember John 1:14:

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth. (NKJ)

JesusChristisTheWord, Heis THE ingpiration for all that iswrittenin the
Bible. Remember aso Romans 9:32-33:

32 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 Asitis
written: "Behold, | lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense,

and whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” (NKJ)

Jesus Christ, "The Word" isthe stumbling stone and rock of offenseto those
who seek truth by law (the teachings of men) and not by faith. And Jesus
Chrigt, Himself, said in Matthew 15:6-9:

(Y Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by
your tradition. 7 "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you,
saying: 8 'These peopledraw near to Mewith their mouth, and honour
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain
they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the command-
ments of men.' " (NKJ)

In this book many teachings of the modern church which are, in fact,
commandments and doctrines of men, will be exposed.

If you fear man and place your comfort and your pride in your own
knowledge above the Word of God, you may not receive what is contained
in thisbook. If you fear God and you fear His judgment, consider carefully
what iswritten in thisbook and seek diligently to rightly divide the word of
truth (2 Timothy 2:15) remembering that 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 states:

9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well
pleasing to Him. 10 FOr we must all appear before

the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men; but we arewell known to God, and | also trust are well
known in your consciences. (NKJ)



PREFACE

JOHN 17

1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyesto heaven, and said: "Father, the hour
has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, .............

8 "For | have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that | came forth from You; and they have
believed that You sent Me.

9 "I pray for them. | do not pray for theworld but for those whom You have given Me,
for they are Yours.

10 "Andall Mineare Yours, and Yours are Mine, and | am glorified in them.

11 "Now Il amnolonger intheworld, but these arein theworld, and | cometo You.

Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that
they may beoneasWeare. ...

20 "I donot pray for these alone, but also for those who will believein Me through
their word;

21 " that they all may beone, asYou, Father, arein Me,
and | in You; that they also may be onein Us, that
the world may believe that You sent Me.

22 "And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be

ohejust asWe are one:

23 "linthem, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You
have loved Me.

24 "Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where | am,
that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world.

25 "Orighteous Father! The world has not known You, but | have known You; and
these have known that You sent Me.

26 "And | have declared to them Your name, and will declareit, that the love with
which You loved Me may bein them, and | in them."

In early 1995 | became greatly concerned about the high level of divorce (scripturally " putting
away") in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. | was particularly troubled by the number of
hurting and abandoned women and | started to seek God to know thereason. Sncethen Hehas
been exercising my faith and my under standing with regard to what is contained in His Word
on the subject of marriage and related subjects.

In late 1995, while visiting the church in Malawi, | had a powerful encounter with the Spirit of
Godinwhichthe Spirit came upon meinamanner which | have never again experienced. While
the Power of God was upon me, He spoke through me to a group of three other people on
various subjectsand, in the process, confirmed that the core message of thisbook wasfromHim
and that those who were saying that He was condoning the divorce that was taking place in
much of the church, were committing "an abomination™” in His sight and that He would " spit
themout”. AtthesametimeHe called meto obedience even unto the"death of thecross'. Snce
then | have been led by His Spirit into increasing revelation with regard to the subject of this
book and have been in the process of writing this book over a period of approximately a year,
commencing in mid 1999.



Since 1995 | have increasingly come to realize that the Lord Jesus Christ has shown usin the
passage quoted above and in many other scripturesthat the body of Christ must become united
and learntowalk in unity if we are to accomplish all that we have been called to do. | have also
come to realize that while there is so much putting away ("divorce") and trauma in Christian
marriages the church will never come to a place of real unity. As much as marriage is an
earthly shadow of what awaits us in heaven when the Lord Jesus Christ returns, so much is
Satan determined to destroy marriage as God ordained it.

Asyou read thisbook youwill realizethat virtually everything that you have believed about what
you thought the Bible says about marriageisat best highly suspect, at wor st the most appalling
heresy, the legacy of nearly two thousand years of pagan influence on the Church of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

It is my prayer that once you have prayerfully considered the scriptures in this book you will
come to realize the magnitude of the challenge that we arefacing. At the sametime, | pray that
you will see new hope to bring about an end to marital separation (putting away or "divorce")
and fornication in The body of Christ and a new hope for Godly marriages which endure and
overcome all that Satan can bring against them.

James Robertson



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Thisbook isnot intended to beaformal book, it isintended to be, in asense, aconversation with
the reader.

It is based on innumerable questions to God the Father in the name of His Son the Lord Jesus
Christ. It draws on innumerable instances where He has led me into situations to show me the
truth, many instances where He has led me to purchase secular and Christian books to answer
my questions. He has taken me on journeys of many thousands of miles to validate the
revelations that He has given me and to permit me to meet face to face others to whom He has
been speaking on these subjects. It has been refined through persecution, abuse and false
accusation combined with spiritual attack on almost everything there was in my life that was
open to attack.

In the process | cameto aredlization that | could not serve Him with al my heart, al my mind,
all my soul and all my strength if | did not publish what He had shown me, no matter what the
cost. In order to reach that place | had to reach a place of understanding the magnitude of the
problem in terms of billions of souls burning in hell for eternity as a consequence of false
teachings.

Dear reader, in the light of my own experience, | encourage you to persevere to the end of this
book and not to give up. Read further in faith trusting Y ahweh God through His Holy Spirit to
lead you to the truth. Be constantly in His Word and in fellowship with His Spirit. Be always
alert for His leading to buy a book or tape, listen to aradio programme, visit a church, help or
talk to a stranger or do anything else contrary to your routine that will lead you to a source of
knowledge.

Remember that only God knows your thoughts so don't keep talking about what He is showing
you and, as far as possible, NEVER tell anyone your questions. Satan's cohorts (demons and
angels) infest the atmosphere and those around you and are constantly listening for useful
information to use against you. Pray silently within your heart, believing in Faith that He hears
you and that He will answer your questions. If the answer rattles your paradigm and does not
seem asthough it could possibly be of God, ask Himinfaith for confirmation. Helovesyou and
He wants to lead you into al truth. He has great patience and He recognizes our difficulty in
hearing and believing Him. If you walk in faith without doubting HE WILL LEAD YOU TO
THE TRUTH YOU NEED.

Be prepared for a challenging and exciting ride! Recognize that God is no respecter of persons
and no respecter of our traditions and doctrines. Expect Him to show you things that you will
have great difficulty accepting. Expect Him to require you to do things and deal with things
which are sometimes VERY challenging and uncomfortable.

If you truly want to serve HIM and you truly want to walk in Hiswill and His blessings, then
| encourage you to take up the challenge. By faith, hold onto your hat and enjoy theride and His
blessings!

God Bless You
James Robertson



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

In order to assist readers to better understand the context of this book it is perhaps important to
know something about the author.

The author has BSc and PhD degrees in Civil Engineering with over twenty five years of post
graduate experience. Heisalso aretired part time Citizen Force Military Commander with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Since 1989 he has been in business as an independent M anagement
Consultant specializing in Business Information Systems Architecture and Business Strategy
development and implementation. He has published widely inthese fields and presented papers
a numerous international conferences with particular emphasis on "The Real Issues in
Information Technology : Why 70% of Corporations are dissatisfied with their computer
investments®. Asaconsequence of thiswork he has been listed in "Whao's Who in Science and
Engineering” since 1998 and in "Who's Who in the World" (one of only 40,000 people) since
1999.

With this background his approach to his Christian walk and to the scriptures has been highly
anaytical. Thisfollowed amajor intellectual struggle to recognize the original Holy Scriptures
as breathed by the Spirit of God Himself. Having taken a decision to live by faith and to
subjugate hisintellectual incapacity to understand the scriptures with hisown understanding, he
has spent much time in reading the Word of God and in asking the Father in the name of Jesus
to answer those questions which arose in reading the scriptures by faith. In this process he has
become increasingly aware of the discrepancies between current doctrine and the Word of God
and this has given rise to a series of documents which address what might be termed "The Real
Issuesin the Christian Walk".

Because of his background, this document might best be described as a technical analysis of
scripture and it should be read against this back drop. The author makes no claim to being a
salesman or a"people person” and hiswriting style may therefore appear harsh to many readers.
Thisisnot intended, it is simply areflection of along term training and career in technical and
engineering writing and reporting.

In spiritual terms, the author walksin the office of Apostle with aspecific calling regarding the
restoration of certain lost truths of which the subject of this book is one.



A PRAYER TO START WITH

This book is intended to open up a treasure chest of topics for you to PRAY and SEEK GOD
about in order to determine what is applicable to your life TODAY in order to redefine your
paradigm of Christian and Godly marriage to conform to what God requires of us today.
Different parts will apply at different times. Some may never apply. Some you may revisit
again and again. Others may not be covered in thisbook. Asyou learnto trust God to lead you
into the truth you need day by day, you will find that the walk becomes spiritually easier
although it may become more demanding in terms of what you can see in the natural.
Ultimately, itisal part of learning to be Spirit Led that you may oneday justly claimto beatrue
Son of God (Romans 8:14).

The following prayer is offered to assist you get started, trust God to lead you in prayer day by
day. Pray it IN FAITH WITHOUT DOUBTING AND HE WILL ANSWER YOU:

Father God, | come to you in the name of Jesus. | thank you that you know the parts of this
book that apply to me and that are correct for me. | thank you that, as| start to read, you will
quicken to my spirit that which isimmediately relevant and that you will conceal from me that
which is chaff or of no relevance right now.

| thank you that, as you open this book to me, you will teach me what to pray and you will give
me utterance in my spirit in order that | may pray your will over my life and that which you
have called me to do.

| thank you that, as| bring sections, paragraphs, concepts and thoughts before you and lay my
guestions at your Holy throne, you will answer me.

| ask you, in the name of Jesus, to speak to me through Your Word, to lead me to the passages
that apply to me and that will answer my questions. | thank you that Your Word contains all
theanswersthat | will ever need to live my lifeaccording to your will and to achieve theimpact
that you have purposed for me at thistime.

| thank you that you will speak to me through books, teaching tapes and videos, apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and preachers, teachers and other people whom you will bring
acrossmy path. | thank you that you will lead mewherever | need to go to receivethe answers
to my questions and that your Holy Spirit is with me always to lead meinto ALL TRUTH.

Help me Father to hear your voice clearly and close my eyes and earsto all that is not of you.

OUT LOUD: " Satan, | bind you and your cohorts from blinding or confusing me in
receiving anything that God has provided for mein thisbook. In Jesus Name."

| thank you Father that your Angels are encamped around me to protect me and to keep the
enemy from interfering in my studies and | ask you to cover my family and myself with the
Blood of Jesus from the top of our heads to the soles of our feet.

| thank you Father that Your Word states that as a born again believer, | have the Mind of
Christ. | thank you for leading me to victory.

In Jesus Name

Vi
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CONVENTIONSUSED IN THISBOOK

The book has been written as atechnical scriptural reference work, accordingly the style may in places appear
terse. Itisintended to provide areasonably comprehensive collection of scriptures on the subjects discussed
and to permit the scriptures to interpret themselves as far as possible with minimum commentary.

In this book the following conventions have been adopted:

1. TECHNICAL DESIGN OF THISBOOK
The following documentation techniques have been applied in this book:

a. Comprehensive scripture quotation have been provided for every reference in order to ensure that
the scriptures speak as far as possible without my intervention and in order to spare readers the
inconvenience of 1ooking up the scriptures themselves.

b. Verses of scripture before and after the verses of interest are quoted in order to provide the full
context of the scriptures cited and avoid quoting scriptures out of context. It will be seen that in
many cases these contextual scriptures provide interesting juxtapositions or reinforce just how
seriously God views the matter under discussion.

c. Asfaraspossiblel havea so sought to quote related scripturesrather than simply using wordswhich
occur in scripture and assuming that readers are familiar with them.

d. A wide variety of appendices are included to provide more comprehensive lists of supporting
scriptures, more detailed commentary on the meaning of certain wordsand extractsfrom other books
and commentaries which areimportant in supporting certain assertions made in the body of the text.

e. Extensiveuseismade of numbered section and sub-section headings are included in order to ensure
that the table of contents provides a reasonably comprehensive tool for locating specific concepts.

f.  Extensiveuseismade of crossreferenceswithinthe body of thetext to reference related discussions
within the book.

g. A comprehensive "Table of Scripture References’ is provided at page 339 listing al scripture
references used in the book.

h. A comprehensive"Index of Key Words" isprovided at page 340 to assist readersto locate particul ar
thoughts and principles.

i. Prayersfor salvation, repentance, deliverance and for spirit led guidance are provided at page 213
in order to assist readers who may find themselves convicted of sin or faced with particular spiritual
challenges as a consequence of the teachings in this book.

j.  Alist of Internet addresses for Web sites which discuss issues related to the main subjects of this
book are provided at page 217.
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2.  SCRIPTURE REFERENCE SOURCES AND ABBREVIATIONS
a. COMPUTER BASED REFERENCE SOURCES
In preparing this book extensive use has been made of the "PC Study Bible for Windows" version
2.1G, October 1997, produced by Biblesoft, 22014 7th Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98198, USA.
Telephone ++ (206) 824-0547, Copyright 1988-1997 by James Gilbertson.

This computer based reference work includes the following trand ations and reference works which
have been referred to in this book:

i. KJV-TheKingJamesVersion

ii.  NAS-TheNew American Standard Version
The Bible text designated (NAS) is from the New American Standard Bible. Copyright ©
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, by The Lockman Foundation. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

iii. NAU - The New American Standard Version Update
The Bible text designated (NAU) is from the New American Standard Bible Update.
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

iv. NIV - TheNew International Version
Quotations designated (N1V) are from The Holy Bible: New International Version ®. NIV
®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of
Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

v. NKJ-TheNew King JamesVersion

The Bible text designated (NKJ) isfrom The New King James Version, copyright © 1982,
Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights reserved.

vi. RSV - TheRevised Standard Version
The Bible text designated (RSV) is from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible,
copyright © 1946, 1952, 1971 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ inthe USA, and used by permission.

vii. TLB - ThelLivingBible

The Bible text designated (TLB) is from The Living Bible, copyright © 1971. Used by
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton IL 60189. All rights reserved.

viii. Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbersand Concordance with Expanded Greek-
Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994 Biblesoft and International Bible Tranglators, Inc. All
rights reserved.
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iX. VINE'S-Vine'sExpository Dictionary of Biblical Words. Copyright © 1985 by Thomas
Nelson Publishers. All rightsreserved. Used by permission.

X. The Online Bible Thayer's Greek Lexicon and Brown Driver and Briggs Hebrew
L exicon. Copyright © 1993, Woodside Bible Fellowship, Ontario, Canada. Licensed fromthe
Institute for Creation Research. Used by permission. First published in Canada by Online
Bible.
b. PAPER BASED REFERENCE SOURCESAND ABBREVIATIONS
In addition, the following paper based trandlations and reference sources are referred to:

i. TLT-TheLiving Torah

The Living Torah, a modern Jewish trandation by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, published by
Maznaim Publishing Corporation, New Y ork and Jerusalem.

ii. LAM -Holy Biblefrom the Ancient Eastern Text : GeorgeM Lamsa's Tranglation from
the Aramaic of the Peshitta

Published by Harper Collins.

3. GREEK AND HEBREW REFERENCE SOURCES

The Old Testament scriptures referred to in this book are al translated from the Hebrew. The New
Testament scriptures, with exception with certain scriptures from George Lamsa's translation from the
Aramaic are al trandated from the Greek texts.

Section 36, page 104 and Appendix |, page 253 provide more detail on the Lamsa trandation from the
Aramaic. However, since the vast mgority of reference material is based on the New Testament
tranglations from the Greek, these are the trandlations primarily used.

Ininterpreting various passages of scriptureit hasbeen necessary to return to the sourcelanguagesin order
to confirm or adjust the translation in order to return to the original meaning of the scriptures.

For those readers not familiar with these resources the following may be helpful:

a. STRONG'SNUMBERS
Every word in the Hebrew Old Testament and Greek New Testament has been catal ogued by Strong
and allocated auniquereference number. Thisnumber isextensively used in Biblical analysistolink
English trandlations back to the original Hebrew, to link all scriptures where the same word occurs
and asauniform means of referencing between different works. The Strong's numbersare associated
with the King James Version.

These numbers are also used in the Interlinear Bible.

Accordingly, wherever reference is made in the text to a " Strong's number”, thisis the significance.
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b. STRONG'SDEFINITION

Strong also produced a dictionary which is cited to define the meaning of words throughout this
book. Accordingly the reference "Strong's Definition” indicates a definition drawn from Strong's
Dictionary.

c. THAYER'SDEFINITION
Thayer's Dictionary performs a similar function to Strong's and references take the same form.
d. BROWN-DRIVER-BRIGGSDEFINITION

Brown-Driver-BriggsDictionary performsasimilar function to Strong'sand referencestakethe same
form.

e. VINE'SDEFINITION

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words performs a similar function to Strong's and
referencestakethe sameform. Vine'sdefinitions are more detailed and are therefore used to alesser
extent than the other reference works.

4. YAHWEH ASTHE NAME OF GOD THE FATHER

Theword"Y AHWEH!" isused in thisdocument to reflect the fact that the correct trandlation of the Hebrew
word generally translated " THE LORD" in the King James V ersion and many othersis, in fact, Y AHWEH".
Y AHWEH is the proper name for our God and occurs 6,828 timesin the Old Testament. Vines states:

"LORD

The divine name YHWH appears only in the Bible. Its precise meaning is much debated. God
chose it as His personal name by which He related specifically to His chosen or covenant
people." (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson
Publishers)

By way of analogy, my proper nameis"James' and | have the designation of "husband" to my wife, it would not be indicative
of ameaningful marriage relationship if my wife wereto constantly refer to me as "husband" rather than "James". Inthe same
way, it is not indicative of a meaningful relationship with our God to refer to Him as"Lord" rather than "Y AHWEH" when He
has given us His name to use and uses it throughout scripture.

For more information refer to the book "The Sacred Name" published by Qadesh La Y ahweh Press, available on the Internet
at:

http://mww.yahweh.org/publications/pdf 1/sacrednm. pdf
Accordingly, the name "Y ahweh" is used throughout this book interchangeably with "God" and "God the Father" as a more
technically accurate trand ation of the name of our God to English.
5. TYPOGRAPHIC CONVENTIONS
The book as awhole iswritten in Times Roman 12 point font. The following typographic conventions are used:
a.  NORMAL TIMESROMAN 12 POINT
Normal Times Roman text such asthisis used for the writings of the author.

b. ITALICTIMESROMAN 12 POINT

DI IDIIIIIDIIDIIDIIDIDID DD DD DD D> > > D> D>

Table of Contents XXi



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

Italic Times Roman text such asthisis used for quotations from scripture, irrespective of translation.

c. ARIEL 12 POINT TEXT

Ariel 12 point text in is used for text quoted verbatim from other sources such as Strong's,
Vine's, etc.

d. ARIEL 12 POINT ITALIC TEXT

Ariel 12 point text in Italic's is used for quotations or emphasis in text quoted verbatim from
other sources.

e. BOLDTEXT

Bold text such asthisisused for emphasis of thewritingsof the author or selected passages of
scripture.

f. BOLD AND LARGE TEXT

Bold and lar getext such asthisisused for thewritingsof theauthor or selected
passages of scripture which are central to the thinking of this book. The
intention, which may not have been fully achieved in the present version, isto
enablereadersto scan thebook reading only thelargebold text and obtain the
heart of the message.

Very largeand eXtra lar J€text areused to emphasise pointswhich
areregarded as absolutely critical.
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THE SCRIPTURAL DEFINITION
OF
MARRIAGE

What the scripturesreally say about marriage,
putting away (" divorce" ), adultery and the relationships
between men and women as a type
of our relationship with
the
LORD JESUS CHRIST

: CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND CONCEPTS

1. INTRODUCTION

Do you desire to see the Power of God manifest in this world? Is your desire for Godly marriages in the
Body of Christ rather than escalating marital strife, division and putting away ("divorce")? Would you like
to see a church in which men are equipped and empowered to be the men God created them to be and women
are empowered and equipped to be the women God created them to be and both are fulfilled in their
respectiveroles? Would you like to see husband and wife united as Jesus and His Father are united? Would
you like to see the Body of Christ united as never before?

As | was completing the first draft of this book | was given an article entitled "Wow! So that's how Jesus
loves me!" published in the October 1999 issue of Joy Magazine. This article states that "Marriage was
meant by God to be a prophetic sign and wonder to the world,”. The article confirms many of the pointsin
this book regarding marriage as a type of our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and some of what is
written about marriagetraditions. It isreproduced in appendix Q, page 281. Reader s ar e encour aged
toread thisarticleasa powerful demonstration of theincredibly beautiful plan that

God hasfor scriptural marriage.

In this book | will present awealth of scripture which will show you how the Body of Christ can overcome
marital strife and separation (putting away - commonly referred to as"divorce") AND learn to live together
in unity in amanner which will give power to the Gospel such as we cannot currently imagine. In order to
do this it is necessary that we understand what scripture REALLY says about marriage, divorce, putting
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away, adultery and other matters which impact this objective. Thisbook seeksto present scripture on these
topics in a framework intended to assist you to evaluate and decide for yourself the extent to which that
contained in this book indeed lays the foundation for this objective.

Do you desire at the time of your judgment not to find yourself to have been a Pharisee and to have been
opposing God (Acts 5:34-40)? In the process of reading this book you will discover false teachings which
are literally responsible for the eternal damnation of millions if not billions of souls. You will have the
opportunity for the Holy Spirit to unlock truths which are of immenseimportanceto the end time church and
to the age which isto come. You will also have many opportunities to be offended but | urge you not to
stumble on the rock of offense which is Christ for the truths herein are ignored at our peril (1 Peter 2:8).

In early 1995 | became greatly concerned about the high level of what is generally referred to as "divorce"
in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. | was particularly troubled by the number of hurting and abandoned
women and | started to seek God to know the reason. Since then He has been exercising my faith and my
understanding with regard to what is contained in His Word on the subject of marriage and related subjects.
He has also shown me that most of what we today refer to as divorce is, in fact, according to scripture
"putting away" - separating from aspouse for unscriptural reasons. He has also shown methat the principal
factor behind the high level of putting away in the church and the world is a series of wrong beliefs which
affect many areas of church teaching.

a. WE ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST

Asastarting point, consider that 2 Corinthians 11: 2 states:

2 For | am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For | have betrothed YOU to One
husband, that | may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (NKJ)

Who isthe "you" referred to here? Surely it isall those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord?
Romans 12:4-5 states:

4 For aswe have many membersin one body, but all the members do not have the same function,
5 sowe, being many, areonebodyin Christ, andindividually membersof oneanother. (NKJ)

b. MARRIAGE ISA TYPE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS

Consider also Ephesians 5:25-33:

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for
her,

26 that Hemight sanctify and cleanse her with thewashing of water by theword,

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or

wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

28 So husbands ought to love their own wives astheir own bodies; he who loves hiswife loves himself.

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the
church.

30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

31 "For thisreason a man shall leave hisfather and mother and bejoined to hiswife, and the two shall
become one flesh.”
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32 Thisisa great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the church.
33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see
that she respects her husband. (NKJ)

Theseversestogether clearly establish avery closeand intimaterel ationship between marriage between man
and woman and the marriage between Jesus Christ and His Church. Surely, while Hisbrideis so riven with
putting away (divorce) and we do not even know how to live together in harmony as man and wife, we can
never approach being a bride without "spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but ....... holy and

without blemish."

¢c. WHENTHEWORLD SEESTRUE CHRISTIANUNITY THEY WILL BELIEVE THAT THE
FATHER SENT JESUS

John 17:20-22 states:

20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;
21 " that they all may beone, asYou, Father, arein Me, and| in You; that they also
may be onein Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

22 "And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:
(NKJ)

Doesthisnot clearly state that the world will believe that Jesus Christ was sent by God the Father when we
all are one? Does this not indicate that unity in the church is a prerequisite to preaching the Gospel with
real power and effect?

d. WE ARE WARNED OF DOCTRINES OF DEMONS FORBIDDING TO MARRY

1 Timothy 4:1-3 further states:

1 Nowthe Spirit expressy saysthat in latter timessomewill depart from thefaith, giving
heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

2 gpeaking liesin hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received
with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. (NKJ)

Given that there appear to be reasonable grounds to believe that we are indeed in the | atter times, we must
also ask ourselves what the relevance is of "doctrines of demons' to "forbidding to marry" and whether it
has any relevance to the level of putting away (divorce) in the church. | have no doubt that it doesand
in thisbook | will present scripturesin support of my argument.

These conclusions are presented only after many hours of prayer and Holy Spirit guided research and much
persecution and personal 1oss which has brought me to a point of sincere and utter conviction that what is
written below is an accurate reflection of the Word AND Will of God on this matter as best | understand
it today.

| fully appreciate that most readers will find this book extremely challenging and many may well be
offended and regject it. For thisreason | will endeavour to make maximum use of scripture and minimum
use of my own interpretation.
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e. WE MUST EACH PREPARE TO BE JUDGED

Each of uswill bejudged accordingtotherevelation knowledge of theWord of God
that was available to us and what we did with it.

James 3:1 states:

My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter
judgment. (NKJ)

Accordingly, | urge you not to summarily discard what is written here but to
prayerfully take note and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Should you require
further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

2. WHY SHOULD YOU CONSIDER THISINTERPRETATION?

Y ou may ask why you should read this discourse and why you should analyze the interpretation presented
herein.

If thisinterpretation iscorrect then those who are teaching another doctrine are causing many to sin and many
others to be turned away from Jesus Christ. If thisis so then surely they can expect to find much blood on
their hands when they stand before the Judgement Seat of Christ.

Romans 14:10 states:

10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (NKJ)

It ismy earnest desire not to find myself in such aposition and | am certain most readers will have the same
desire.

a. MANY BELIEVERSARE CURRENTLY TAKEN PRISONER BY THE ENEMY

The book, the Final Quest, by Rick Joyner, which reports a series of visionsin which the author was taken
up into the third heaven, clearly showsthat many in the Body of Christ are currently prisoners of the enemy.
Part of thisvisionisquoted in appendix R, page 289. This. Thisisgraphically confirmedinafurther vision
reported by Joyner in his sequel, The Call. Thisvision isquoted in appendix ***

b. IFWELOVE GODWE WILL KEEPHISCOMMANDMENTS
Furthermore, | John 2:1-5 states:
1 My little children, thesethings| write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have

an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
2 And HeHimself isthe propitiation for our sins, and not for oursonly but also for the whole world.

3 Now by thiswe know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

DI IIIIIIDIIDIIDIIDIIDI DD DD >3 > D> D> D>

Chapter : 1 Background and Concepts Page: 4



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

4 Hewhosays," | knowHim," and doesnot keep Hiscommandments, isa liar,

and the truth isnot in him.
5 Butwhoever keepsHisword, truly thelove of God is perfected in him. By thiswe

know that we are in Him. (NKJ)
| John 5:3 statesfurther:

3 Forthisisthelove of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that if we love God we will seek to keep His commandments and that if we do not
keep His commandments we are not in Him?

c. GOD'SSTATUTESARE RIGHTEOUSANDWE MAY NOT ADD TO ORTAKE ANYTHING
AWAY FROM THEM

Deuteronomy 4:2 states:

2 "You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take anything from
it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which | command you. (NKJ)

Deuteronomy 4.7-8 states:

7 "For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the LORD our God isto us, for

whatever reason we may call upon Him?
8 "Andwhat great nationistherethat has such statutes and righteous judgmentsasarein all thislaw

which | set before you this day? (NKJ)

Surely, if God's statutes and judgments are righteous we would not want to add to or take away from them?
Surely He knows far better than we do how thingswere created to be? If you can truly agree with this| urge
you to read on, no matter how difficult you may find some of the sections that follow!

d. THEHOLY SPIRIT ISTHE TEACHER

Let usalso consider 2 Peter 1:20-21:

20 knowing thisfirst, that N0 prophecy of Scriptureisof any private interpretation,
21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the

Holy Spirit. (NKJ)

Clearly no scripture is open to private interpretation by man, no matter how many men may agree. It is
only theinter pretation of Scripturewhich isGod'sinterpretation which carriesany

weight!

Furthermore, in Matthew 23:8-13, Jesus Himself states:
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8 "Butyou, do not be called 'Rabbi’; for Oneisyour Teacher, the Christ, and you

are all brethren.
9 "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for Oneisyour Father, He who isin heaven.

10 "And do not be called teachers; for Oneisyour Teacher, the Christ.
11 "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.
12 " And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

13 " But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you
allow those who are entering to go in. (NKJ)

It is quite clear that no man on earth is to be given atitle which suggests that he is a teacher, the teacher is
the Spirit of Truth.

In John 14:15-31 Jesus states:

15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments.
16 "And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may
abide with you forever--

17 "the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

18 "1 will not leave you orphans; | will come to you.

19 "Alittlewhile longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Becausel live, you
will live also.

20 "At that day you will know that | amin My Father, and you in Me, and | in you.

21 "Hewho has My commandments and keepsthem, it ishe who loves Me. And hewho loves Mewill
be loved by My Father, and | will love him and manifest Myself to him."

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how isit that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to
the world?"

23 Jesus answered and said to him, "1f anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

24 "Hewho does not |love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear isnot Mine but
the Father's who sent Me.

25 "These things | have spoken to you while being present with you.

26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He

will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that

| said to you.

27 "Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world givesdo | give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

28 "You have heard Me say to you, 'I am going away and coming back to you." If you loved Me, you
would rejoice because | said, 'l am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.

29 "And now | have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.

30 "I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of thisworld is coming, and he has nothing in
Me.

31 "But that the world may know that | love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment,
so | do. Arise, let us go from here. (NKJ)

Jesus refers here to "the Spirit of truth” and also to "the Holy Spirit" as being a helper whom He will send
to those who love Him and states that this Helper will "teach you all things"
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Clearly wearenot torely on men tointer pret scripture. They may sharewith uswhat they
believe God has shown them BUT we are each accountable for determining whether that
inter pretation isof God or not.

Remember that the Mosaic Covenant (the "Old Covenant") provided for Priests, Levites and Judges to
interpret the Law and they were anointed with the spirit of God. Thisis demonstrated in Numbers 11:24-
29:

24 S0 Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD, and he gathered the seventy men of
the elders of the people and placed them around the tabernacle.

25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was

upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, when the Spirit
rested upon them, that they prophesied, although they never did so again.

26 But two men had remained in the camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the name of the other
Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them. Now they were among those listed, but who had not gone out
to the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp.

27 And a young man ran and told Moses, and said, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”
28 S0 Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, one of his choice men, answered and said, "Maoses my
lord, forbid them!™"

29 Then Moses said to him, "Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all the LORD'S people

wer e prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!" (NKJ)

With the coming of the New Covenant, which was to be taken to the Gentiles, it would no longer be
practical to retain the Temple Service and the Priestly order. Accordingly, God unfolded the next step in
Hisplan of redemption and gave HisHoly Spirit to dwell in every born again believer in order to teach them.
Sincewe have been privileged to receive greater and more precious giftsthan those under the Old Covenant,
we must be that much more diligent to ensure that we rely on the Holy Spirit to interpret the Word of God
for us.

e. WEARETOLD TO BEWARE OF DOCTRINESOF DEMONSIN THE LATTER TIMES

1 Timothy 4:1-3 warns us:

1 Now the Spirit expresdy says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving

heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

2 speaking liesin hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain fromfoods which God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. (NKJ)

We are certainly in the latter times and this scripture clearly applies to people who are in "the faith" who
depart therefrom by "giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons’. Surely it is clear that this
refersto believerswho listen to deceiving spirits and / or accept doctrines of demons? Clearly we must be
on our guard!

f. THE FATE OF FALSE WITNESSESAND LIARS
Prover bs 30:5-6 states:

5 Every word of God ispure; heisa shield to those who put their trust in Him.

DI IIIIIIDIIDIIDIIDIIDI DD DD D> > D> D>

Chapter : 1 Background and Concepts Page: 7



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

6 Do not add to Hiswords, lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar. (NKJ)

Proverbs21:28in the NIV states:
A false witness will perish, and whoever listensto himwill be destroyed for ever. (NIV)
Revelation 21:8 states:

8 "Butthecowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexuallyimmoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and

all liarsshall havetheir part in the lake which burnswith fire and brimstone, which is the second
death.” (NKJ)

There are various other scriptures which indicate that the preaching or teaching of false doctrine or lieswill
lead to a harsh judgment against those who utter such teachingsASWELL ASthosewho listen to (accept?)
such teachings.

Accordingly there would seem to be good grounds to test all teachings carefully before we accept them.
g. ADULTERY SENDSPEOPLE TO HELL

Consider also that Proverbs 7:27, referring to an adulteress, states:

27 Her house isthe way to hell, descending to the chambers of death. (NKJ)

Surely, if adultery can send a person to hell we should be clear what the scriptural definition of adultery
actually is. We should also be diligent not to define something as adultery when it is not or to define
something as not being adultery whenitis. Asyou read thisbook you will find anumber of instanceswhere
current church doctrine is doing both of these things.

| urgeall readersto take careful account of what iswritten herein thelight of these
scriptures!

3. THE SHAME OF THE CHURCH AND EMPTY THRONES : PREPARE YOURSELF FOR
JUDGMENT

In the book, "The Final Quest", Joyner reports anumber of incidents during his experience in the Judgment
Hall of heaven which should profoundly influence the thinking of every Christian who readsthisbook. The
three passages that follow seem to me to be of cardinal importance:

a. THE CHURCH ISWITHOUT JUDGESAND THEREFORE COVERED WITH SHAME
On page 128 to 129 of "The Final Quest", the Lord Jesus is reported as saying:

"There is a freedom that comes when you perceive truth, but whoever | set free is free indeed.
The freedom of My presence is greater than just knowing truth. You have experienced
liberation in My presence, but there is yet much more for you to understand about My judg-
ments. When | judge | am not seeking to condemn, or to justify, but to bring forth righteous-
ness. Righteousness is only found in union with Me. That is the righteous judgment, bringing
men into unity with Me.
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"My church is now clothed with shame because she does not have
judges. She does not have judges because she does not know Me as the
judge. I'will now raise up judges for My people who know My judgment.
They will not just decide between people or issues, but to make things
right, which is to bring them into agreement with Me.

"When | appeared to Joshua as the Captain of the Host, | declared that | was for neither him
nor his enemies. | never come to take sides. When | come itis to take over, not to take sides.
| appeared as the Captain of the Host before Israel could enter her Promised Land. The
church is now about to enter her Promised Land, and | am again about to appear as the
Captain of the Host. When I do | will remove all who have been forcing My people to take
sides against their brothers. My justice does not take sides in human conflicts, even those of
My own people. What | was doing through Israel | was doing for their enemies, too, not
against them. Itis only because you see from the earthly, temporal perspective that you do
not see My justice. You must see My justice to walk in My authority because righteousness
and justice are the foundation of My throne.

"l have imputed righteousness to the people | have chosen, but like Israel in the wilderness,
even the greatest saints of the church age have only aligned themselves
with My ways a small part of the time, or with a small part of their minds

and hearts. | am not for them or against their enemies, but | am coming to use My people
to save their enemies. | love all men, and desire for all to be saved."

| could not help thinking of the great battle that we had fought on the mountain. We did wound
many of our own brethren as we fought against the evil controlling them. There were still
many of them in the camp of the enemy, either being used by him, or kept as his prisoners.
| started to wonder if the next battle would be against our own brothers again. The Lord was
watching me ponder all of this, and then He continued.

"Until last battle is over, there will always be some of our brothers who are being used by the
enemy. Butthatis not why | am telling you this now. | am telling you this to help you see how
the enemy gets into your own heart and mind, and how he uses you! Even now you still do
not see everything the way that | do.

"This is common with My people. At this time, even My greatest leaders are
seldom in harmony with Me. Many are doing good works, but very few
are doing what | have called them to do. This is the result of divisions

among you. | am not coming to take sides with any one group, but | am calling for those
who will come over to My side....."

Thisextract clearly indicatesthat there are currently few, if any, Christianswho areredlly in thewill of God
much. It also clearly indicates that the church is not walking in justice and integrity. Until we become
acutely aware of the coming judgment and measure ourselves against what the Word of God tells us awaits
us on the day of judgment, few will be concerned about the possibility that their doctrineisfalse. Asyou
read this book | urge you to become judgment minded. It islikely that you will find much in this book to
offend you, however, | truly believe that most of what is presented herein isareasonably accurate reflection
of the Word of God AND the Will of God and, accordingly, | urge you to examine yourself closely in the
mirror of the Word any time you are offended by what is contained herein.
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b. THE MINISTRY AND THE MESSAGE OF THE MODERN CHURCH IS HARDLY
RECOGNIZED BY THE EARLY APOSTLES

On page 135 to 136 of "The Final Quest", Joyner reports an interview with the Apostle Paul.

Then he continued, "There are two more things that we attained in our time that were lost very
quickly by the church, and they have not yet been recovered. You must recover them."

"What are they?" | inquired, feeling that what he was about to say was more than just an
addendum to what he had already said.

"You must recover the ministry, and the message," he said emphatically.

| looked at the Lord, and He nodded His affirmation, adding, "It is right that Paul should say
this to you. Until this time he has been the most faithful with both of these.”

"Please explain,” | implored Paul.

"Alright,” he replied. "Except for a few small places in the world where there is great
persecution or difficulties now, we can hardly recognize either the ministry or the message that
is being preached today. Therefore, the church is now but a phantom of what it was even in
our time, and we were far from all that we were called to be. When we served, being in
ministry was the greatest sacrifice one could make and this reflected the message of the
greatest sacrifice that was made - the cross. The cross is the power of God, and it is the
center of all that we are called to live by. You have so little power to transform the minds and
hearts of the disciples now because you do not live, and do not preach, the cross. Therefore,
we have difficulty seeing much difference between the disciples and the heathen. That is not
the gospel or the salvation with which we were entrusted. You must return to the cross."

With those words he squeezed my shoulders like a father, and then returned to his seat. | felt
like | had received both an incredible blessing and a profound rebuke.

Here we clearly see that the ministry and the message of the church are far removed from those of the early
church. Whilel do not mean to suggest that the message of thisbook is central to bringing the church back
to where she belongs, | believe that it isacritica component of what must be addressed before the church
can serve God as He has called her to serve. From personal experience | must al'so warn you that spreading
the truths contained in this book is likely to bring intense persecution. In the light of the above passage |
would encourage you to recognize that the very occurrence of persecution with regard to these truths serves
to indicate how important they are and therefore how much energy Satan has expended and continues to
expend to prevent the publication and teaching of these truths.

c. MANY THRONES IN HEAVEN ARE CURRENTLY EMPTY YET THEY COULD HAVE
BEEN FILLED BY ANY GENERATION

Having progressed through the judgment experience, and met many people whom he had understood to be
prominent men of God yet who are in the lowest rank in heaven, Joyner finds himself standing before the
Lord Jesus Christ:

The Lord then looked at the galleries and said, "Those empty seats could have
been filled in any generation. | gave the invitation to sit here to everyone
who has called upon My name. They are still available. Now the last battle
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has come, and many who are last shall be first. These seats will be filled before the battle is
over. Those who will sit here will be known by two things: they will wear the mantle of humility,
and they will have My likeness. You now have the mantle. If you can keep it and do not lose
it in the battle, when you return you will also have My likeness. Then you will be worthy to sit
with these, because | will have made you worthy. All authority and power has been given to
Me, and | alone can wield it. You will prevail, and you will be trusted with My authority only
when you have come to fully abide in Me. Now turn and look at My household."”

| turned and looked back in the direction | had come from. From before
His throne | could see the entire room. The spectacle was beyond any
comparison in its glory. Millions filled the ranks. Each individual in the
lowest rank was more awesome than an army, and had more power. It
was far beyond my capacity to absorb such a panorama of glory. Even
so, | could see that only a very small portion of the great room was
occupied.

| then looked back at the Lord and was astonished to see tears in His eyes. He had wiped the
tears away from every eye here, except His own. As a tear ran down His cheek he caught it
in His hand. He then offered it to me.

"This is My cup. Will you drink it with Me?"

There was no way that | could refuse Him. As the Lord continued to look at Me | began to feel
His great love. Even as foul as | was He still loved me. As undeserving as | was He wanted
me to be close to Him. Then He said:

"l love all of these with a love that you cannot now understand. | also love all who are
supposed to be here but did not come. | have left the ninety-nine to go after the one who was

lost. My shepherds would not leave the one to go after the ninety-nine

who are still lost. | came to save the lost. Will you share My heart to go to save the lost?
Will you help to fill this room? Will you help to fill these thrones, and every other seat in this
hall? Will you take up this quest to bring joy to heaven, to Me and to My Father? This

judgment is for My own household, and My own house is not full. The last battle will
not be over until My house is full. Only then will it be time for us to redeem the earth, and
remove the evil from My creation. If you drink My cup you will love the lost the way that | love
them."

From this passageit is clear that the thronesin heaven are largely yet unoccupied and even the throne room
in heaven islargely empty. In other words, billions of souls who might have spent eternity in heaven with
Christ are burning in Hell for eternity. | truly believe that the heresies and fal se teachings exposed in this
book account for alarge percentage of the souls who are not in heaven today. Accordingly, | urge you, if
you desireto havethe Lord's heart for thelost, earnestly examinewhat iswritten here and challenge yoursel f
to take the truth and broadcast it to the world, | have no doubt that God requiresthis of every one who reads
this book.

At the same time, many are heaping up wrath for themselves on the day of judgment by teaching these
heresies despite having more access to the written Word of God than any generation that has ever lived. |
implore you, as you read further, consider well what is written in this book and prayerfully consider what
you should do before you respond to whatever offence Satan may bring your way.
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d. THERE ARE MANY MORE WOMEN IN HIGH OFFICE IN HEAVEN THAN MEN

Inthelast paragraph on page 117 of The Final Quest, referring to the High Thronesin Heaven, Joyner states:

"However, it seemed that faithful, praying women and mothers occupied more
thrones than any other single group.”

In the first paragraph on page 23, referring to those in the forefront of the battle against the enemy, Joyner
states:

"To my further surprise, the great majority of these soldiers were women and
children."

Thisconfirmsapoint that is developed in section 9., 9.j, page 33 and section 55, page 153 regarding Isaiah
4:1. There are many more women than men in the Body of Christ today and thisis God's intention. It is
time that the church comes to understand how this apparent imbalance is to be accommodated in a manner
that is in accordance with the Word of God AND the Will of God. This book seeks to develop the
understanding of what this entails.

4. AWORD OF CLARIFICATION-NOTHING IN THISBOOK ISINTENDED TO UNDER-STATE
THE DELIVERANCE PURCHASED FOR MANKIND THROUGH JESUS SACRIFICE AT
CALVARY

Sadly, the knowledge of the Word of God in the modern church, as we have seen in the extracts from the
Final Quest in section 3.a, 3.b, page 10 is not nearly what it should be. Accordingly, in my experience of
seeking to share the truths in this book with other believers, many think that in some way this teaching is
seeking to dilute what Jesus did at Calvary.

| would like to make it quite clear that thisisnot the case. The knowledge of the church has diverged so far
from the truth of scripture that our paradigm results in things which are entirely scriptural appearing
unscriptural and things which are entirely unscriptural are regarded as scriptural. Asyou read thisbook you
will find numerous instances of this phenomenon. As you encounter such instances | urge you not to be
offended but rather to examine how your personal knowledge and experience, when closely examined in the
light of what iswritten here, in fact corroborates what iswritten and, likewise, the extent to which you have,
over the years, compromised your understanding in deference to the doctrines of men whom you thought
were more knowledgeable than you.

Let me sum up:

a. Jesus Christ isthe Son of God, incarnate through the virgin, Mary.

b. Hewascrucified at Calvary, He died and was buried.

c. Onthethird day, He rose again and sit's on the right hand of the Father in heaven.

d. Hewill judgetheliving and the dead.

e. Hewill return to gather his church to Him and to rule the world.

f.  Through His sacrifice on the Cross He purchased for us:
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i. Savation and eterna life for those who believe in their hearts and confess with their mouths that Jesus
ChristisLord.

ii. Healing for our bodies.
iii. Deliverance from the works of Satan and his demons on earth.

g. Jesus ChristisKing of Kingsand Lord of Lords. He isthe Alphaand the Omega. Heisthe Word of
God.

h. ThereisNO OTHER NAME GIVEN BY WHICH MEN CAN BE SAVED!

JesusChrist madeagreat and terriblesacrificeon the Crossfor our redemption. He
went to the cross, not to purchase licentiousness and laxity but to purchase the
spiritual wherewithal for ustobecomeprieststo God and to serveHim faithfully and
to become Son'sand Servant'sof God. He expectsusto lay down our livesand take
up our crossand follow Him daily. Thisbook isabout some of the requirementsfor
doing thisin order to prepare Hischurch for Hisreturn.

If you Love Him and Reverently Fear Him, you will not turn to theleft or theright
from discerning thetruths contained in this book and putting them into practicein
your life and preaching them from the mountain tops.

5. AWORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE CONVICTED OF SIN BY THE
TEACHINGSIN THISBOOK

There are many teachings in this book which will convict many readers of sinin their lives.
If you are convicted of sin, remember above al things 1 John 1:1-10:

1 That which was fromthe beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life--

2 thelifewas manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal lifewhich
was with the Father and was manifested to us--

3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship iswith the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.

5 Thisis the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him
isno darkness at all.

6 If wesay that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.
7 Butif wewalk in thelight asHeisin thelight, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood

of Jesus Christ His Son cleansesusfrom all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and thetruth isnot in us.

o If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.
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10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Hima liar, and Hisword is not in us. (NKJ)

Aboveall things, asyou becomeawar e of your sin, giveno heed to any liesthat Satan
may tell you. Turn your eyes upon Jesus, LOOK FULL IN HIS WONDERFUL
FACE, confessyour sins, repent of your sins, ask for AND RECEIVE Hisfor giveness,
purchased for you at Calvary, and receive your deliverance!

If you do not have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ or are not "born again", "The Message
of Salvation" is presented for you on page 212.

If you are uncertain how to pray to receive salvation, to recommit your lifeto the Lord, to receive forgiveness
for sin, to receive deliverance from certain consequences of sexual sin, "Prayers for salvation, repentance,
deliverance and Spirit Led guidance" are presented on page 213.

Our contact details are presented at the beginning and end of this book and the Internet addresses of various
Christian ministries which may be able to help you are listed on page 217.

Aboveall, donot let theknowledge of any sin, nomatter how desper atetherevelation
which may follow from reading thisbook, get you down. Themoresin you repent of
inthislife,themorepleasingyour lifewill betoyour preciousSaviour and HisFather
and thelessjudgment you will faceinthelifeto come. Seeall revelation of sinin your
lifeasawonderful opportunity to pleaseHim. After all, Hedied on the Crosstotake
your sin, do not slight Him by refusing to give it to Him. He is waiting with open
armstoreceive YOUR BURDENS. Right now, Hisword toyouisin Matthew 11:28-
30:

28 " Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest.

29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls.
30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden islight." (NKJ)

Remember also that Jesus said in John 10:10:

10 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (NKJ)

Above al things, the message in this book is about abundant living for those who have been oppressed by
heretical doctrines and deliverance from bondage to the sin resulting from these heresies!

| encourage you to read on expectantly and see what the Lord will do!

6. ASUMMARY OF SOME OF THE KEY POINTSIN THISBOOK

Thisbook addresses two main issues, thefirst isthe truth about marriage doctrinein terms of God's plan for
marriage, the second relates to the practical scriptural guidance relevant to learning to live thislife style.

In summary:
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a. SCRIPTURE PERMITSA MAN TO HAVE MORE THAN ONE WIFE
Deuteronomy 21:15 states:"|f a man has two wives, one loved and the other unloved, ...." (NKJ)
Thisis quite clear, aman may have two wives.

Exodus 21:10 states: "If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and her
marriagerights." (NKJ)

Clearly aman is permitted to take another wife subject to certain conditions.

b. ENFORCED MONOGAMY ISASTUMBLINGBLOCK TO THE GOSPEL OF JESUSCHRIST

What are the implications of the current doctrine of enforced monogamy which deniesthat aman may have
more than one wife?

i. Millions, if not billions of Jews and M oslems recogni ze the books of Moses as given by God, they know
that these passages of scripture are given by God who never changes. Therefore they cannot accept that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Messiah.

ii. Millions of people around the world live in societies which recognize that a man may have more than
one wife. Monogamy has destroyed the very fabric of family lifein Africaand elsewhere. The spread
of AIDSin Africacan largely be attributed to this breakdown.

iii. Millionsof government and world leadersincluding one of the most powerful menintheworld, business
executivesand ordinary men in the street in the Western world have sexual relationshipswith more than
one woman.

These people cannot accept the yoke of monogamy and therefore they cannot accept the "Gospel” of Christ
as preached today!

Enforced monogamy is a stumbling block to the Gospel of Jesus Christ that is
sending billions of soulsto hell!

c. THECHURCHHASLOST ALL RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF VIRGINITY
Deuteronomy 22:20-21 states:

20 "But if the thing is true, and evidences of virginity are not found for the young woman,

21 "then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her father's house, and the men of her
city shall stone her to death with stones, because she has done a disgraceful thingin Israel, to
play the harlot in her father's house; so you shall put away the evil from among you.” (NKJ)

This passage of scripture clearly identifies that awoman must be a virgin when she gets married. If sheis

not she is a harlot. There is no scriptural basis to determine that the man who takes a woman's
virginity should not have another wife!

Thus enfor ced monogamy makes a mockery of the Word of God!
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d. THECHURCHINCORRECTLY DEFINESADULTERY AND CAUSESMILLIONSTOFALL

1 Corinthians 6:9 states: "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom

of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, (NKJ)

An adulterer is anyone who has had sex with awoman whose virginity has been taken by another man and
who is not awidow or scripturally divorced.

Thedoctrineof enforced monogamy iskeeping millionsof peopleout of thekingdom
of God!

e. THEREAREFARMOREWOMENTHANMENINTHE CHURCH,GOD INTENDED THEM
TO HAVE BELIEVING HUSBANDS

Isaiah 4:1 referring tothechurch in these days states: And in that day seven women shall take hold of
oneman, saying, "Wewill eat our own food and wear our own apparel; only let usbe called by your name,
to take away our reproach.”

In other words, therewill be seven times more women than men in the church. Thisisbeing fulfilled before
our eyesin many congregations. Hundreds of thousands of devout Christian women are desperately seeking
mature Christian husbands who are unmarried and not finding them.

The lives of hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of devout Christian women is made a misery
because they cannot find a Godly husband! Many fall into sin or backslide!
f. CONCLUSION : ENFORCED MONOGAMY ISHERESY OF THE WORST KIND!

1 Timothy 4:1-3 states: 1 Now the Spirit expressly saysthat in latter times somewill depart fromthefaith,
giving heed to decelving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking liesin hypocrisy, having

their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 fOI‘ b| dd| N g '[O mar I’y ..... (NKJ)

Clearly enforced monogamy is one of the doctrines of demons referred to here.

ENFORCED MONOGAMY ISHERESY OF THE WORST KIND!

g. BUT:GODHASA MUCH BETTER PLAN

God's vision for marriage in these last days is a pattern and a type of the wonderful lives those who
overcometo theend will livewith Christ for eternity. A lifefilled with love, peaceandjoy. A lifeinwhich
men and women aretruly fulfilled as the men and women that God has called them to be. A lifein which
the world will see Christ in whole families and come flocking to the light. A lifeinwhich every Christian
family will be a spiritual power house able to do greater works that Jesus did, as stated in John 14:12:

12 "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father. (NKJ)
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Read on and see what treasure is contained for you today in the Word of God. | do not have all the answers
but The Holy Spirit does and, if we trust Him and walk by faith He WILL lead those who desireit into al
truth on these issues.

7. POLYGAMY ISAN ABOMINATION IN THE SIGHT OF GOD

Many people today, particularly in the Christian church, use the word "polygamy" to refer to a man having
more than one wife. However, the word polygamy, trandated literally, means "many either sex" - poly
meaning many and gamy referring to the reproductive cell or gamete of either sex. Polygamy is therefore
used to describe any plant or animal in which sexual reproduction takes place within the context of multiple
male sexual organs exchanging seed with multiple female sexual organs. In other words, in worldly terms,

an orgy, in scriptural terms for nication.

The definition of adultery in section 11, page 37 clearly showsthat in scripture asituation inwhich afemale
mates with multiple mal esisadultery and fornication and isan abominationin thesight of God. Polygamy

iIstherefore a sin and an abomination in the sight of God and it is quite possible for any
gpiritually sensitive person to discern that this is so. This does not, however, in any way indicate that
"polygyny"”, the marriage of one male to more than one female, as described throughout scripture, isin any
way asin.

Thisbook IS about what the Bible, taken asthe Holy Spirit inspired Word of God, says about marriage. No
moreandnoless. It ismy profound belief that if you hold theHoly Scripturessacred you
will have no option but to agreewith what iswritten hereand to discard what | truly
believeisa" doctrine of demons' which hasbeen espoused in the nameof Christ for
about 1,700 years.
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2 CHAPTER 2

HOW DOES SCRIPTURE DEFINE THE MARRIAGE COVENANT?

In order to lay the foundation for this book, let us first determine the scriptural definition of marriage and the
marriage covenant:

8. VIRGINITY : WHAT ISMARRIAGE
In order to define marriage, let us see what the Bible says. Deuteronomy 22:13-21 states:

13 "If any man takes a wife, and goesin to her, and detests her,

14 "and chargesher with shameful conduct, and bringsabad name on her, and says, 'l took thiswoman,
and when | cameto her | found she was not a virgin,’

15 "then the father and mother of the young woman shall take and bring out the evidence of the
young woman's virginity to the elders of the city at the gate.

16 "And the young woman's father shall say to the elders, '| gave my daughter to this man as wife, and
he detests her;

17 'now he hascharged her with shameful conduct, saying, "1 found your daughter wasnotavirgin,” and
yet these are the evidences of my daughter's virginity." And they shall spread the cloth before the
elders of the city.

18 "Then the elders of that city shall take that man and punish him;

19 "and they shall fine himone hundred shekel s of silver and givethemto thefather of the young woman,
because he has brought a bad nameon avirgin of Israel. And she shall be hiswife; he cannot
divorce her all his days.

20 "But if the thing is true, and evidences of virginity are not found for the young woman,

21 "then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her father's house, and the men of her
city shall stone her to death with stones, because she has done a disgraceful thing

in Israel, to play the harlot in her father's house; so you shall put away the evil from among
you.

Deuteronomy 22:14 in Lamsa'strandlation states:

14 And give an occasion of speech against her, charging her with adultery, and bring an evil name
upon her, and say, | took this woman, and when | lay with her, | found her not a virgin. (LAM)

Thistrandation clearly equates the lack of virginity with evidence of adultery.

Deuteronomy 22:14 in the New International Version states:
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14 and slandersher and gives her a bad name, saying, "I married thiswoman, but when | approached
her, 1 did not find proof of her virginity," (NIV)

This trandation more clearly indicates that the man approached the young woman to consummate the
marriage but, presumably on inspection, found her not to be avirgin.

Deuteronomy 22:19 in the King James Version states:

19 And they shall amerce himin an hundred shekels of silver, and give themunto the father of the damsel,
because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he may
not put her away all his days. (KJV)

Consider also Deuteronomy 22:28-29 in the King James version:

28 If aman find adamsel thatisavirgin, which isnot betrothed, and lay hold on her, and liewith her,
and they be found;
29 Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she

shall behiswife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all hisdays. (KJVv)

Supplementing this scripture, Exodus 22:16-17 states:

16 "If aman entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay the bride-price
for her to be hiswife.

17 "If her father utterly refusesto give her to him, heshall pay money accordingto the bride-
price of virgins. (NKJ)

| will present some comments and interpretation based on Deuteronomy 22:13-21 together with the
subsequent scriptures and then corroborate it with further scriptures. Most of the scriptures referring to
virginity are listed in Appendix A, page 219, for your convenience. Section 17, page 73 provides a more
detailed interpretation of Deuteronomy 22:28-29 and Exodus 22:16-17 under the title "one night stands”.

a. VIRGINITY ISA PRE-REQUISITE FOR GODLY MARRIAGE

These scriptures give rise to the following comments:

i. Theevidence of the woman's virginity iswithout doubt a cloth used to collect the blood shed from the
young woman's hymen when she was penetrated in sexual intercourse the first time.

ii. | do not believe that there is any disagreement that the word "virgin™ in the context of awoman refers
to awoman who has never had sexual intercourse and, in scriptural terms, whose hymen is intact.

iii. It isequally clear that the man who accuses his bride of not being a virgin after he "goes into her" or
"approaches’ her is married to her and this marriage cannot be dissolved if he has brought a false
accusation.

iv. BUT if hisaccusation is correct then the young woman is defined by the Word of God asa"harlot" and
is sentenced to dieimmediately.

v. If amantakesavirginforcibly heisresponsiblefor her for life, he may never put her away or "divorce"
her.
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vi. If aman entices avirgin and lies with her, her father may refuse to permit her to marry the man when
thefather first hearsabout it, if the father does not refuse to permit her to marry then they are considered
to bemarried. Refer to section 60, page 172 relating to the passage of Scripture in Judges 21 verses 20
to 23 where wives are taken for Benjamin in terms of thisprinciple. If the father does not permit her to
marry it would appear that Deuteronomy 22:13-21 prohibits her from ever remarrying.

b. VIRGINITY ISSACRED
The following interpretation can be derived from this:
i. Virginity issacred and Holy, it is not negotiable in the sight of God.

ii. A woman who is not avirgin is only eligible to marry if she is a widow or divorced on scripturally
acceptable grounds (refer Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:3-10, Mark 10:2-12 where Jesus makesit quite
clear that there are certain specific conditions under which sexual union with a scripturally divorced
woman is not adultery, see also the discussion on divorce in section 21, 22, page 81.

iii. A woman who was a harlot or adulteressis only igible to marry if she has cometo salvation and / or
she has cometo true repentance of her sin and deliverance therefrom. She must be divorced in the sight
of God from the man who took her virginity and any man to whom she may have been technically
(legally) married in the sight of the world. Such a woman should only be married by a man who is
absolutely certain that God has released her for marriage.

c. SOME ASIDESREGARDING VIRGINITY

Thereare somesideissuesnecessary to fully understand this scripture and thereforeto avoid misinterpreting
it in the current age:

i. Thevirginreferred to in this passage of scripture was typically approximately twelve and a half years
old and was on the point of commencing menstruation or had only just commenced. Thisis confirmed
inthe Talmud and other sources. The Talmud, Steinsaltz Edition, Volume X, Tractate Ketubot Part 11,
published by Random House New Y ork, pages 1 to 13 repeatedly definesavirgin asbeing agirl between
the age of twelve and twelve and a half years corresponding to the point at which agirl allegedly attains
sexual maturity and is regarded as an adult woman. Refer to section 63, page 177 for an extract of the
Talmud on this point.

Accordingly, the physical factors which can giveriseto perforation of the hymenin older virginswould
not have been experienced. Notethat so-called "child brides’ werestill commoninthe Middle East until
recently. | have met awoman of Lebanese descent whose parents generation frequently married brides
in the age group 12 to 15.

| mention this, not with aview to stimulating controversy about the acceptable age of agirl at marriage
but to overcome any difficulty that modern readers may have with this scripture based on the tendency
for modern, athletically active, young women to damage their hymens before marriage. It isimportant
to understand that it is spiritual folly to marry awoman with adamaged hymen unless one is absolutely
certain that God has declared her freeto marry. Failing this the man will be committing adultery.

ii. It would appear that witnesses were present at the act of defloration otherwise there could not have been
any "evidence" as the man and woman would not be permitted to give evidence scripturally. Certainly
it would seem that the father must have been present in order to be able to testify with regard to the
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evidence of virginity in Deuteronomy 22:16! If he was not present surely any cloth with blood on it
would suffice as "evidence'?

iii. To the best of my knowledge, the hymen, like the foreskin, serves no known biological purpose of
material significance. It only serves as awarning to the bridegroom to the effect that " if this seal is
broken, do not marry” .

We must therefore ask the question, "Why did God create woman with a hymen?' And surely, the
answer can only be"To warn the bridegroom of impending spiritual danger if it isdamaged or absent!".

d. THE CRITICAL CONCLUSIONS : SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH A VIRGIN |S
MARRIAGE AND WOMAN WAS CREATED FROM THE BEGINNING TO HAVE ONLY
ONE HUSBAND

The critical conclusions that can be derived from this scripture are:

i. Since God created woman to lose her virginity only once, she was only intended to
marry once and thereforeto only marry one man, in other words, biblical marriage
| S sexual intercourse with avirgin!

ii. Sinceitisequally clear that once aman has penetrated a virgin and taken her virginity, heismarried to
her, we must conclude that God permits aman to marry more than onewifesinceit is perfectly possible
for aman to take the virginity of more than one woman.

ili. God ordained woman to be this way from creation NOT after the fall of Adam and Eve. Thereisno
scripture to indicate that after the fall God re-engineered Eve and added the hymen as an after-thought!

iv. Therefore, whatever acceptable sexual states God foresaw for woman at creation, as measured by this
unique "seal of virginity" must still surely prevail in our fallen state although God did introduce divorce
for certain critical casesof spiritual or sexual fornication or treachery asdiscussed in section 21, 22, page
81.

Appendix D, page 229 contains many more examples of scriptures which support the fact that Y ahweh
permits a man to have more than one wife.

e. VIRGINITY : CAVEATS

The above discussion on virginity is intended to highlight the importance of virginity in the sight of God.
At the sametime, current socia practice presents us with a situation in which women typically marry at an
age considerably older than twelve and ahalf years, usetamponsand participatein activitieswhich giverise
to agreatly increase likelihood of the hymen being innocently perforated before marriage. Thisintroduces
some serious complexity in the life of any God-fearing man since it is apparent from the discussion on
adultery in section 11, page 37 that adultery is a very serious sin which leads to the guilty parties having a
part in the lake of fire and brimstone if not repented of. Consequently a man faced with the
prospect of consummatingamarriagewith awoman with aperforated hymen would
bewell advised to ear nestly seek thelL ord for absolutely unambiguous confirmation

that God will permit him tomarry her and that hewill not be committing adultery.
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| am aso advised that in older women where the hymen is intact it may become tough with the result that
great pain is experienced in first intercourse but the hymen does not tear and no blood is shed. However,
in such an instance there should be little or no doubt that the woman isavirgin.

9. WHAT ISTHE MARRIAGE COVENANT?

| think it isgenerally accepted within the church that marriage is a covenant relationship, however, there are
diverse explanations of the nature and form of this covenant and how it comesinto existence. This section
seeks to understand the true scriptural marriage covenant.

a. COVENANT REQUIRESTHE SHEDDING OF BLOOD

What isthe actual sign of the marriage covenant? Hebrews 9:18-20 states:

18 Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the
blood of calvesand goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itsel f
and all the people,

20 saying, "Thisisthe blood of the covenant which God has commanded you." (NKJ)

Clearly a covenant cannot be dedicated without blood.

b. COVENANT REQUIRESTHE CLEAVING/SPLITTING OR CUTTING OF SOME LIVING
CREATURE

Referring to Genesis 15:4-21 weread concerning Abram:

4 And behold, theword of the LORD came to him, saying, " This one shall not be your heir, but one
who will come from your own body shall be your heir."

5 Then Hebrought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the starsif you are
able to number them."” And He said to him, " So shall your descendants be."

6 And hebelieved in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

7 Then Hesaid to him, "I amthe LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you
thisland to inherit it."

8 Andhesaid, " Lord GOD, how shall I know that | will inherit it?"

9 SoHesaidtohim, "Bring Me athree-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-
old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."

10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed

each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birdsin two.

11 And when the vultures came down on the car casses, Abram drove them away.

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great
darkness fell upon him.

13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangersin a land that
is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.

14 "And also the nation whom they serve | will judge; afterward they shall come out with great
pOSSESSi ONs.

15 "Now as for you, you shall go to your fathersin peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.

16 "But in thefourth generation they shall return here, for theiniquity of the Amoritesisnot yet com-
plete.”
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17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a
smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.

18 On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: " To your descendants | have
given thisland, fromthe river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates--

19 "the Kenites, the Kenezztes, and the Kadmonites,

20 "the Hittites, the Perizztes, and the Rephaim,

21 "the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” (NKJ)

Thisisthe passage (verse 6) where Abram believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness as
referred to in Galatians 3:6:

just as Abraham " believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” (NKJ)
and in Romans 4:9-12 weread:

9 Doesthis blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For
we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness.

10 Howthenwasit accounted? While hewascircumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised,
but while uncircumcised.

11 And hereceived the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are
uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them al so,

12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in
the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. (NKJ)

In this passage there appears to be a clear correlation between the covenant under which Christians now
walk and the covenant that God cut with Abram in Genesis 15:4-21. There is also a correlation with a
subsequent covenant cut between God and Abraham by way of circumcision, as discussed in section 10
below.

However thereisanother principle contained in Genesis 15, specifically in verse 10:

Then hebrought all theseto Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each
piece opposite the other; . . ..

inverse 17 weread:

..... a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.
The smoking oven and burning torch are widely regarded as being manifestations of the presence of God
sinceverse 18 statesthat " On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,". So it would appear
that God passed between the halves of the animalsin making the covenant.
Is there confirmation of this interpretation in scripture?
Jeremiah 34:18 states:

'‘And | will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not performed the words of the

covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between the parts of
it-- (NKJ)
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It appears clear in this case that the covenant made with God by the Princes of Judah and othersreferred to
in the subsequent verses involved cutting a calf in two and passing between the parts of it. Essentially the
same actions that we see in Genesis 15:10 to 18.

However, there is more to it. The Living Torah, a modern Jewish trandation by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan,
published by Maznaim Publishing Corporation, New Y ork and Jerusalem, translates Genesis 15: 10:

[Abram] brought all these for Him. He split themin half, and placed one half opposite the other.
Here we see the word trandated "cut” in the New King James Version, transated split.
Thefootnoteto Genesis 15:10 in the Living Torah states:
"split them . . . This was the way of making a covenant (Rashi). Indeed, the words b'rith
(covenant) and bathar (split) appear to be closely related (.....) It symbolized that just as
the two halves of the animal were really one, so were the two people making the covenant.
Moreover, just as one side cannot live without the other, so the two cannot live without
each other (.....). It was also seen as a malediction; anyone violating the oath would be
torn asunder like the animals (.....)."

In this one note we begin to see the deeper meaning embodied in Deuteronomy 22:13-30, cited in section
8, page 19, revealed:

i. The covenant is made by splitting or cutting some living thing and shedding blood.

ii. People who make ablood covenant become one and cannot live without one another.

iii. A person who breaks covenant is to be put to death.

Thisisconfirmed by avariety of independent sources who have studied the blood covenant in scripture and
also in pagan practice. Refer teachings by Kenneth Copeland on "Covenant Made by Blood : Hesed -
Agape’, ISBN 0-88114-790-7, published by Kenneth Copeland Ministries.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines:

"split ... Break forcibly, be broken into parts esp. longitudinally or with the grain or plane of
cleavage; ..."

Consider aso the physical redlity of a"meat cleaver” as something that cleaves or cuts into the meat.

c. THEMARRIAGE COVENANT ISCUT WHEN A MAN CLEAVESINTO HISVIRGIN WIFE
Bringing this together Genesis 2:21-25 in the King James Tranglation states:

21 Andthe LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he dlept: and hetook oneof hisribs,
and closed up the flesh instead ther eof;

22 And therib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto
the man.

23 And Adam said, Thisis now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.
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24 Therefore shall a man leave hisfather and his mother, and shall Cl @ave unto hiswife: and
they shall be one flesh.
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. (KJV)

Thus we see the man cleaving or splitting his wife, forcibly breaking apart her hymen on the plane of
cleavage, shedding blood. He then proceeds to "walk" or "pass between" the two halves completing the
covenant act.

Theimagery isvivid and powerful. If we put aside our prudery for a moment and
wonder at thephysical appear anceof the exter nal female sexual organ, weshould be
even further amazed at the imagery which our God has encapsulated in what
superficially isan organ whosestructureand design makesnoearthly sense. Itisnot
intended to, it faithfully recreatesthetwo halves of the covenant animal, even tothe
hair coveringtheanimal! Surely wemust concludethat God knew theend from the
beginning and designed woman to be symbolic of His covenant with Man.

Taking it further, He symbolically recreates the cutting of the covenant every time awife who truly loves
her husband and gives herself totally to him experiences sexual orgasm coupled with aflood of blood into
the labia minoral

How can we conclude other than that the sexual act is the most sublimely holy
representation of the act of covenant? How can we be other than appalled at how
this symbolism has been lost and distorted?

Thesexual act isan act of such enormousspiritual significance- isit any wonder that
Satan has expended the ener gy that he hasto deceive usfor so long?!

How can we for a moment suggest that there is another purpose for virginity?

d. THE FEMALE SEXUAL ORGAN ISTHE SYMBOL OF THE MARRIAGE COVENANT

Clearly every time a covenant minded man sees his wife's sexua organ heisinstinctively reminded of his
covenant with her. Clearly it isan abomination for any other man to have sight of the outward symbol of
that covenant, let alone to penetrate it, thus breaking the covenant.

Should we not ask ourselves whether it is possible that the heart of man seeksfor this covenant purity with
woman and, because of the wrong teaching of this age, turns to pornography and lust as the only substitute
that offers any recognition of a deep desire for covenant?

Surely the symbolic portrayal of the female sexual organ, aroused and provocatively displayed in the form
of the blood red "heart" used on vaentine's day cards, to say "I love you" and as a seemingly innocuous
symbol of love throughout our society represents one of the most effective devices that Satan has used to
distract us totally from the true meaning of the love that God intended to exist between man and woman?
Do you redlise that every time you see a red heart, Satan is tricking you subliminally to contemplate
woman's most private AND most Holy part! Inavery real sensethedoor to her heart, refer to the discussion
on the one flesh bond in section 43, page 124.

Remember that 1 Corinthians 12:23-24 states;
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23 And those member s of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,

24 but our presentable parts have no need. But GOd composed the body, having
given greater honor to that part which lacks it, (n«J)

e. THE CLOSE CORRELATION BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN COVENANT AND THE
MARRIAGE COVENANT

BUT WAIT - 1T GOESFURTHER!
Ephesians 5:22-33 in the King James Version states:

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
23 For thehusbandisthe head of thewife, even as Christ isthe head of the church:

and heisthe saviour of the body.

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every
thing.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27 That hemight present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the
church:

30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31 For thiscause shall a man leave hisfather and mother, and shall be joined unto hiswife, and they
two shall be one flesh.

32 Thisisagreat mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church.
33 Neverthelesslet every one of you in particular so love hiswife even as himself; and the wife see that
she reverence her husband. (KJV)

Surely here we see one of the most perfect examples of God's infinite attention to
detail, Hiswonder and Hismajesty. We seethe blood covenant between Christ and
Hisbridethechurch, neatly tied in totheblood covenant between aman and hiswife
both demonstrated symbolically by the covenant cut by walking between the halves
of the animal that has been " cleaved" .

If | return for a moment to the three points made earlier:
i. The covenant is made by splitting or cutting some living thing and shedding blood:
1) Between man and man - an animal.

2) Between man and woman - the hymen of the woman.

3) Between man and God - the precious Blood of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, shed on the cross at Calvary by the crown of thorns, the
lashes, the nails and the spear all of which cleaved into His flesh.
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ii. People who make ablood covenant become one and cannot live without one another:

1) Between man and man - spiritual curses come into effect, something which our generation is
woefully ignorant of, but that is a subject for another discourse.

2) Between man and woman - the one flesh bond, a powerful spiritual bond which literally unites and
ties them together "until death do us part”, refer section 43, page 124.

3) Between man and God - the born again reality, apowerful spiritua force in which the Spirit of Jesus
comesto live within the Temple of the Believer who believesin their heart and confesses with their
mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord.

iii. A person who breaks covenant is to be put to death:
1) Between man and man, long since lost. Numbers 30:2 states:

2 "Ifamanvowsavowtothe LORD, or swearsan oath to bind himself by some agreement,
he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.
(NKJ)

Today aman'sword is seldom hisbond. Yet there are till potentially eternal consequences since
Revelation 21:8 isquite clear that "ALL liars® will havetheir part in the lake of fire and brimstone.

2) Between man and woman, long since lost in the natural but as | understand it spiritual death still
results from unrepented adultery. Today adultery hardly seems to be regarded as serious sin, even
in the church. Many preach that it is easily "repented” of. Refer section 11, page 37. Inredlity, the
covenant bond can only be broken by the death of one spouse unless God, in His mercy and in
response to humble petition in the name of Jesus, cutsthetie. But He will only do this as a conse-
quence of persistent treachery on the part of one spouse, refer section 21, 22, page 81.

But the offender who does not repent inthislifewill havetheir part in the lake of fire and brimstone!

3) Between man and God the penalty REMAINS ETERNAL SEPARATION FROM GOD - REAL
DEATH. Nothing has changed even though modern man and the church make light of this. People
are breaking covenant with God all the time and turning their backs on Him to go to Hell, they just
do not realizeit. The deception that it is not serious for people to break their word and for people
to commit adultery has given riseto afar worse deception, that it is acceptable to betray and disobey
God!!

| sincerely hopethat by now you will have begun to realize just how deep and how
serious the subject of thisbook is. Millions, if not billions of soulsarein Hell and
many othersare on their way as a consequence of man'sheresiesin thisarea!

f. WHY DOES THE BIBLE SEEM TO GIVE SO LITTLE DIRECT GUIDANCE ON MAR-
RIAGE?

In another dimension, Ephesians 5:31-32 which states that @ man " shall be joined unto his wife,
and they two shall be oneflesh. Thisisagreat mystery: but | speak concerning Christ

and the church" answers another question. That of why, if marriage is so important, does God
seemingly give so little direct guidance in the Bible on marriage? The answer must surely be contained in
the above verses coupled to 2 Corinthians 11:2-3 which states:
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2 For | amjealousfor youwith godly jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one husband, that | may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity that isin Christ (NKJ)

Thereare other scriptureswhichrelatethe holy virgin, prepared for the coming of her husband, to the church
of the Lord Jesus Christ including Ephesians 5:27 above. This thought is well developed in the article
"Wow! So that's how Jesus loves me!, reproduced in Appendix Q, page 281. Note that at the same time
the use of the metaphor of the "bride of Christ" is an allegory, metaphor or parable, in a sense, we become
married to Jesustheinstant that we pray the prayer of salvation and His Spirit comesto dwell within us, thus
we are at the same time both married and betrothed to Jesus in away that is perhaps difficult for many to
grasp. Thisisdiscussed further in section ****  page ****.

This same thought is carried through into 2 Peter 3:14:

14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
without spot and blameless; (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that the entire Bible, from Genesisto Revelation, traces the marriage of Jesus Christ
to His bride, culminating with the wedding feast described in Revelation 19:9?

9 Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!"™ And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God." (NKJ)

g. JESUSMARRIED TO MILLIONSIF NOT BILLIONS

Surely, in seeking to understand these scriptures, we must recognize that the parable of the ten virginsin
Matthew 25:1-13 refers to a man who was betrothed to marry ten virgins at the same wedding feast!

1 "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out
to meet the bridegroom.

2 "Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3 "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

4 "put thewisetook oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5 "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: '‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!"

7 "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

8 "And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'

9 "But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather
to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.'

10 "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him
to the wedding; and the door was shut.

11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, opento us!'

12 "But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.'

13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man iscoming.
(NKJ)

If Jesus, Himself, saw fit to refer to such an example in public, surely we must conclude that it was not
unheard of for a man in Jesus day to be married to more than one woman? In this case we must surely
accept that it is heresy to suggest that a man can only have one wife!?
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This parable must be understood in terms of abroader context in terms of which | have heard it reported that
Jewish tradition involved a bridegroom, having arranged the betrothal, going "to prepare a place” for his
bride by building onto hisfather'sdwelling. Thebridein her turn would prepare her garmentsto be without
spot or blemish and would leave alamp burning in the window at all timesto let her bridegroom know that
she was waiting for him. With this additional knowledge, the scripture above takes on a whole new
dimension and, as you meditate on this, you will see how so much more of the scriptures speak to us of the
marriage between man and woman. More details are contained in appendix Q, page 281.

Thistradition further comesto vibrant life through John 14:1-3:

1 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.
2 "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told

you. | go to prepare a place for you.

3 "Andif | goand prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where | am, there you may be also. (NKJ)

Surely itisclear that Jesusisreferring to the marriage tradition of thetime. Heissaying that there are many
mansions and He is going to prepare a place for Hisbride. If there are many mansions or rooms then there
must be many brides!

h. AMAN MARRYING MORE THAN ONE WOMAN AT THE SAME TIME

A problem some may have with the ten virgins of Matthew 25:1-13 isthe prospect of aman marrying more
than one woman in the same wedding celebration. More specifically, aman consummating marriage with
five or ten women in the same night! That may rattle our paradigms but can there be any doubt that thisis
what Jesusisreferring to? Thereis certainly no scripture which expressly prevents a man from marrying
more than one woman at the same celebration. Thereisat least one account in scripture which appears to
suggest that a man could have married two wives at the same time.

2 Chronicles 24:2-3 states:

2 Joash did what was right in the sight of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the
priest.
3 And Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he had sons and daughters. (NKJ)

i. UNDERSTANDING GOD'SCOVENANT LOVE ASIT APPLIESTO MARRIAGE

As we come to terms with the understanding of the correlation between marriage and the New Birth in
Christ, devel oped above, we can begin to see the richness of the instruction that God gives us with regard
to marriage throughout the Bible. Thus, when Jesus says that He will "never leave us or forsake" usin
Hebrews 13:5, we must accept that this applies just as much between a husband and wife.

When God definesHis " agape” , covenant keeping love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-10:

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | have become sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal.

2 Andthough| havethe gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though
I have all faith, so that | could remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing.
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3 Andthough | bestow all my goodsto feed the poor, and though | give my body to be burned, but have
not love, it profits me nothing.

Love sufferslong and iskind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

does not regjoice in iniquity, but rgoicesin the truth;

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they
will cease; whether thereisknowledge, it will vanish away.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that whichisin part will be done away. (NKJ)

0o~NO O h~

Surely we must recognize that thisisthe love that God refersto in Ephesians 5:22-33, cited above. A fuller
definitionisofferedin Appendix B page 223, wherethefull text of Vine's Expository Dictionary with regard
to Loveis quoted. It seems notable to me that thereis not a single reference to relations between husband
and wifeinthisentire passage- dowetruly believethat the Bible offersno material commentary on thelove
between husband and wife? Surely not! Surely we must accept that love between husband and wifeisan
earthly type of the love between Christ and His bride of which | am sure both you and | hope to be
members? Therefore, we must surely accept that the entire Bible contains guidance on marriage?

Above al, surely we must accept that:

Christian love, whether exercised toward the brethren, or toward men generally, is not an
impulse from the feelings, it does not always run with the natural inclinations,
nor does it spend itself only upon those for whom some affinity is dis-
covered. Love seeks the welfare of all, <Rom. 15:2>, and works no ill to any,

<13:8-10>; love seeks opportunity to do good to "all men, (from Vine's Expository Dictionary
of Biblical Words, Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Furthermore:

"Love can be known only from the actions it prompts. God's love is seen
in the gift of His Son, <1 John 4:9,10>. But obviously this is not the love of complacency,

or affection, that is, it was not drawn out by any excellency in its objects,
<Rom. 5:8>. It was an exercise of the divine will in deliberate choice, made without
assignable cause save that which lies in the nature of God Himself, Cf. <Deut. 7:7,8>.
(Vines op. cit.) ........

"Christian love has God for its primary object, and expresses itself first of all in implicit
obedience to His commandments, <John 14:15, 21,23; 15:10; 1 John 2:5; 5:3; 2 John 6>.
Self-will, that is, self-pleasing, is the negation of love to God.

Surely we must conclude that God is quite specificin what He considersto belovein the context of husband
and wife : it isnot an impulse, it isachoice, it seeks the welfare of the spouse according to the Word and
the Will of God, not it's own welfare nor the welfare of the spouse as determined by their opinion of what
is best for them, it is determined by the principles set out in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8:

Love:
(D sufferslong
(2 iskind
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(3 does not envy

(4) does not parade itself
(5) Isnot puffed up

(6) does not behave rudely
(7) does not seek its own
(8) is not provoked

(9 thinks no evil

(10) doesnot regoicein iniquity
(11) rgoicesin thetruth

(12) bearsall things

(13) believesall things

(14) hopesall things

(15) enduresall things

Love never fails!

Love is a series of choices with regard to an approach to the relationship which is totally devoid of any
consideration of SELF. Asthe Agape Loveof God isappliedinthe marriagerelationship asachoiceof life
style, romantic love follows NOT the reverse!

Surely, if this were the love practised between husband and wife, putting away ("divorce") in the church
would bedramatically reduced! However, it would seem that, in following the fal se doctrine of monogamy
and pursuing the Jezebel inspired belief that awoman owns her husband, God's pattern for marriage and the
relationship between man and wife has been aimost totally lost!

j]. THE COVENANT REQUIREMENT FOR CHRISTIAN MEN TO CARE FOR MORE THAN
ONE WOMAN

Surely we cannot be ready as a spotless bride prepared for our bridegroom until we have learned to livein
God'sform of marriage? Surely this requires that men learn to care for more than one woman and women
learn to sharetheir husband with another wife? Surely the church cannot learn to live together in unity until
men and women in the body of Christ have learned to live together in harmony? Isthere not aclear paralel
between the seven churches of Revelation and the seven women in Isaiah 4:1?

Revelation 1:4-8 states:

4 John, to the seven churcheswhich arein Asia: Grace to you and peace from Himwho is and
who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,

5 andfromJesus Chrigt, the faithful witness, the firstborn fromthe dead, and theruler over the kings
of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sinsin His own blood,

6 and has made us kings and prieststo His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

7 Behold, Heis coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And
all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8 "I amthe Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," saysthe Lord, "who is and who was
and who isto come, the Almighty." (NKJ)
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Surely this speaks about the end of the age when Jesus will return for His bride and she will be caught up
tojoinHimintheair? Surely the churchisthe bride and this passage speaks of seven churches, each with
distinct attributes?

| saiah 4:1-6 states;

1 Andin that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, "Wewill eat our own
food and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by your name, to take away our reproach.”

2 Inthat day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious; and the fruit of the earth shall
be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped.

3 Andit shall cometo passthat he who isleft in Zion and remainsin Jerusalemwill be called holy--
everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem.

4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of
Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning,

5 then theLORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies,
a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all theglory there
will be a covering.

6 And therewill beatabernaclefor shadein the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and
for a shelter from storm and rain. (NKJ)

Surely this speaks of thetimethat is now fast approaching and has per haps already dawned? And
the situation described in I saiah 3:16-26:

16 Moreover the LORD says: "Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with outstretched
necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, making a jingling with their feet,

17 Therefore the Lord will strike with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the
LORD will uncover their secret parts.”

18 In that day the Lord will take away the finery: the jingling anklets, the scarves, and the crescents,

19 The pendants, the bracelets, and the vells;

20 The headdresses, the leg ornaments, and the headbands; the perfume boxes, the charms,

21 and therings; the nose jewels,

22 the festal apparel, and the mantles; the outer garments, the purses,

23 and the mirrors; the fine linen, the turbans, and the robes.

24 And so it shall be: instead of a sweet smell there will be a stench; instead of a sash, arope; instead
of well-set hair, baldness; instead of a rich robe, a girding of sackcloth; and branding instead of
beauty.

25 Your men shall fall by the sword, and your mighty in the war.

26 Her gates shall lament and mourn, and she being desolate shall sit on the ground. (NKJ)

Speaks of the age which is drawing to a close, where the attire of women in the church can surely not be
regarded as modest and the conduct of many is as described here?

It is widely acknowledged that there are currently far more women than men in the church. | know of
congregations where a simple headcount in any meeting will show up to ten times more women than men.
| suggest that you may be challenged to find a congregation anywhere where there are not at least twice as
many women as men. Surely then, we are in the age that Isaiah 4:1 speaks of ?

Consider also that 7 isthe number of completion and perfection. Thisisdiscussed in more detail in section
55, page 153.

Appendix D, page 229 contains many more examples of scriptures which support the fact that Y ahweh
permits a man to have more than one wife.

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIDI DI DD DD DD DD D> > D>D>D>

Chapter : 2 How Does Scripture Define the Marriage Covenant? Page: 33



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

10 A KEY CONTRAST : THE FORESKIN

In contrast to the verses from Deuteronomy 22:13-30 cited in section 8, page 19 and subsequent sections on
virginity and the sacredness and scriptural importance of the hymen, consider what Genesis 17:9-14 says
about the foreskin of man:

9 And God said to Abraham: " Asfor you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after
you throughout their generations.

10 "Thisis MYy covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you:
Every male child among you shall be circumcised;

11 "and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between Me and you.

12 "Hewho is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he
who isborn in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant.

13 "Hewho isbornin your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14 "Andtheuncircumcised malechild, whoisnot circumcised in theflesh of hisfore-

skin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”
(NKJ)

Thisisjust thefirst of numerous scriptures on the subject of circumcision and the removal of the foreskin,
many of which are cited in Appendix C, page 225.
a. THE FORESKIN SERVESNO USEFUL PURPOSE

In Genesis17:9-14 cited above, we see certain parallelswith the previous passage on virginity. In particular:

i. Blood isshed by the cutting of flesh - the foreskin in this case versus the hymen in the previous.

ii. Theflesh that is cut off in this case again appears to serve no useful anatomical or biological purpose.
It isapparently redundant and can therefore be removed without any long term harm. Infact, maleswho
are not circumcised have, particularly in earlier generations, been prone to infection under the foreskin.
Itis, toapoint aliability and a health hazard if not removed.

iii. If the man is not circumcised he is cut off from his people. David referred to Goliath as an
"uncircumcised Philistine" (1 Samuel 17:26 and 36) signifying that Goliath did not have acovenant with
God and was therefore not entitled to His protection and His promises while David did.

b. THE FORESKIN ISONLY USEFUL FOR CUTTING COVENANT WITH GOD
The only interpretation that can be placed on the foregoing conclusions is that the foreskin was created for
a specific purpose, to signify covenant with God.

c. SOME ASIDESREGARDING THE FORESKIN
i. Itwould seem to beintentional on the part of God that He chose to place the sign of His covenant on an

organ which man was obliged to take notice of on a daily basis and could therefore be constantly
reminded of his covenant with God.
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ii. Thepresence or absence of aforeskin has no relevancein terms of section 8 with regard to marriage and
virginity. God did not provide any safety mechanism compar ableto the hymen to
warn a bridethat aman wasnot a" virgin".

iii. Therefore, if God ever intended a man to be restricted to one wife he was grossly unjust in providing a

fail safe mechanism to protect men against adultery and providing no such mechanismto protect women!

d. THE CRITICAL CONCLUSION : NOTHING IN CREATION PREVENTS A MAN FROM
CONSUMMATING MARRIAGE WITH MORE THAN ONE WOMAN

These two passages regarding virginity and the foreskin bring us directly to what you may regard as arather
shocking conclusion:

i. Thereisnothing in scripture which prevents a man from consummating marriage with more than one
woman. Therefore, God created man and woman from the outset for a man to be married to several
women at the same time.

ii. Therefore, the current doctrine of the church regarding a man only having one wife is not correct.

OR ISTHERE SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE MISSED?

Whilel would liketo believethat the scriptures presented so far represent definitive proof of God'sintention

that man should have more than one wife, my experience to date indicates that there are many who will still
have doubts. To thisend, let us consider further scriptures.
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: CHAPTER 3

WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY ABOUT ADULTERY?

Since adultery is THE sin which relates to ungodly sexual conduct and iswidely used by modern Christiansto
describe a man who has sexua intercourse with more than one woman, it is necessary that we analyse the

scriptural definition of adultery.

11. DEFINITION OF ADULTERY
a. ADULTERY DEFINED IN DEUTERONOMY 22

Let usconsider the definition of adultery. Deuteronomy 22:22 states:

22 " |If aman isfound lying with awoman married to a husband, then both of them
shall die-- the man that lay with the woman, and the woman; so you shall put away the evil from
Israel.

Thisis quite unambiguous, adultery involves a man (any man, marital state unspecified) lying with avery
specific woman, awoman married to a husband and the penalty for adultery is death to both guilty parties.

b. ADULTERY DEFINED IN ROMANS?7

Romans 7:1-3 states:

1 Or doyou not know, brethren (for | speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion

over a man aslong as he lives?
2 For thewoman who hasa husband isbound by thelaw to her husband aslong as helives. But if the

husband dies, she isreleased from the law of her husband.

3 Sothenif, while her husband lives, she marries another man, shewill be called
an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress,
though she has married another man. (NKJ)

Can there be any uncertainty regarding the definition of adultery? It isclearly awoman who marriesanother
man while her husband lives!

c. ADULTERY DEFINED IN PROVERBS6
Thereare numerousother verseswhich givethe samedefinition. Proverbs6:23-35isparticularly explicit:

23 For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life,
24 To keep you from the evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a seductress.
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25 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, nor let her allure you with her eyelids.
26 For by means of a harlot a man is reduced to a crust of bread; and an adulteress will prey
upon his preciouslife.

27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?
28 Can one walk on hot coals, and his feet not be seared?

29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor's wife; whoever touches her shall not be
Innocent.
30 People do not despise a thief if he stealsto satisfy himself when heis starving.

31 Yet when he is found, he must restore sevenfold; he may have to give up all the substance of his
house.

32 Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding; he who does so

destroys his own soul.
33 Wounds and dishonor he will get, and his reproach will not be wiped away.

34 For jealousy is a husband's fury; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.
35 He will accept no recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts. (NKJ)

Thisisalso quiteclear, adultery involves" going in to" one'sneighbours WIFE and
jealousy isthe HUSBAND'Sfury. Thereisno such provision regarding a man who
Is already married to another woman " going into" a virgin. Thereis also NO
provision for jealousy asawife sfury. Femalejealousy isa Satanic counter feit of the
Godly jealoudy of a husband!

d. ADULTERY DEFINED IN PROVERBS7
Proverbs 7:5-27 states:

5 That they may keep you from the immoral woman, from the seductress who flatters with her
words.

6 For at the window of my house | looked through my lattice,

7 And saw among the simple, | perceived among the youths, a young man devoid of understanding,
8 Passing along the street near her corner; and he took the path to her house

9 Inthetwilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night.

10 And there @ woman met him, with the attire of a harlot, and a crafty heart.
11 Shewas loud and rebellious, her feet would not stay at home.

12 At times she was outside, at timesin the open square, Lurking at every corner.

13 So she caught him and kissed him; with an impudent face she said to him:

14 "'l have peace offerings with me; today | have paid my vows.

15 So | came out to meet you, diligently to seek your face, and | have found you.

16 | have spread my bed with tapestry, Colored coverings of Egyptian linen.

17 | have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until morning; let us delight ourselves with love.

19 For my husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey;
20 He has taken a bag of money with him, and will come home on the appointed day."
21 With her enticing speech she caused himto yield, with her flattering lips she seduced him.

22 Immediately he went after her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as a fool to the
correction of the stocks,
23 Till an arrow struck hisliver. Asa bird hastensto the snare, he did not know

it would cost hislife.
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24 Now therefore, listen to me, my children; pay attention to the words of my mouth:
25 Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, do not stray into her paths;

26 For shehascast down many wounded, and all who were slain by her were strong
men

27 Her house is the way to hell, descending to the chambers of
death. (nkJ)

This woman is clearly an adulteress, she is seeking "love" with a man other than her husband. Equally
clearly, the spiritual consequences of adultery are too terrible to contemplate, referenceis made to an ox to
the daughter, afool to the stocks, an arrow striking hisliver, abird hastening to asnare. It isquite clear that

this one act will cost him his life, that she has Slain many strong men and that her house is the

way to hell. Can there be any doubt that adultery will commit the soul of the

offender to Hell?! Certainly true repentance, confession of sin and asking for forgiveness will deliver
the soul of the offender who sin's unwittingly but what of the many who keep sinning because they cannot
keep their sexual drive within the bounds of enforced monogamy?

e. ADULTERY DEFINED IN PROVERBS9
Proverbs 9:13-18 states:

13 A foolish woman is clamorous; sheis simple, and knows nothing.

14 For she sits at the door of her house, on a seat by the highest places of the city,

15 To call to those who pass by, who go straight on their way:

16 "Whoever issimple, let himturnin here"; and asfor himwho lacks understanding, she saysto him,
17 "Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”

18 But he does not know that the dead are there, that her guestsarein the depths of
hell. (NKJ)

Again, can there be any doubt that those who partake of adultery and harlotry are
committing their soulsto hell?! How then can the church dareto defineadultery as
anything that it is not and institute doctrines which, of necessity, require that
adultery is condoned?

f. ADULTERY DEFINED IN NUMBERSS5

Asafurther confirmation of what the Word of God hasto say intermsof providing adefinition of Adultery,
consider Numbers5:11-31:

11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

12 "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'If any man's wife goes astray and
behaves unfaithfully toward him,

13 ‘'and a man lies with her carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of her

husband, and it isconceal ed that she has defil ed her self, and therewas no witnessagainst her,
nor was she caught--
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14 "if the spirit of jeal ousy comes upon himand he becomes jeal ous of hiswife, who has defiled her self;
or if the spirit of jeal ousy comes upon him and he becomesjeal ous of hiswife, although she has not
defiled her self--

15 "then the man shall bring his wife to the priest. He shall bring the offering required for her, one-
tenth of an EPHAH of barley meal; he shall pour no oil onit and put no frankincense on it, because
itisagrain offering of jeal ousy, an offering for remembering, for bringinginiquity to remembrance.

16 'And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD.

17 'The priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel, and take some of the dust that is on the floor
of the tabernacle and put it into the water.

18 'Then the priest shall stand the woman before the LORD, uncover the woman's head, and put the
offering for remembering in her hands, which isthe grain offering of jealousy. And the priest shall
have in his hand the bitter water that brings a curse.

19 'And the priest shall put her under oath, and say to thewoman, " If no man haslain with you,

and if you have not gone astray to uncleanness While under your husband's authority, be
free fromthis bitter water that brings a curse.

20 "But if you have gone astray while under your husband's authority, and if you have defiled

yourself and some man other than your husband has lain with you" --

21 'then the priest shall put the woman under the oath of the curse, and he shall say to the woman--"
the LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people, when the LORD makes your thigh rot
and your belly swell;

22 "and may thiswater that causesthe curse go into your stomach, and make your belly swell and your
thigh rot." Then the woman shall say, "Amen, so beit."

23 'Thenthe priest shall write these cursesin a book, and he shall scrapethem off into the bitter water.

24 'And he shall make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a curse, and the water that brings
the curse shall enter her to become bitter.

25 'Then the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman's hand, shall wave the
offering before the LORD, and bring it to the altar;

26 'and the priest shall take a handful of the offering, asits memorial portion, burnit on the altar, and
afterward make the woman drink the water .

27 "When he has made her drink the water, then it shall be, if she has defiled herself and

behaved unfaithfully toward her husband, that thewater that bringsa cursewill enter her
and become bitter, and her belly will swell, her thigh will rot, and the woman will become a curse
among her people.

28 'But if the woman has not defiled herself, and is clean, then she shall be free and may conceive
children.

29 'This is the law of jealousy, when a wife, while under her husband's authority, goes astray and
defiles hersdlf,

30 'or when the spirit of jeal ousy comes upon a man, and he becomes jeal ous of hiswife; then he shall
stand the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall execute all thislaw upon her.

31 'Then the man shall be free frominiquity, but that woman shall bear her guilt.” (NKJ)

Again, thereis no ambiguity here, it is quite clear that it is the woman who goes astray with another man.
There is no reference to a married man taking a second woman as awife being adultery.

0. ADULTERER'SBARRED FROM THE ASSEMBLY

*** reference from Lamsa "No adulterer shall enter into the assembly of the Lord"

h. ABRAHAM AND ABIMILECH
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In order to obtain another perspective of the way God views adultery, let us consider another passage of
scripture.

In Genesis 20:1-18 weread the following report:

1 And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and stayed
in Gerar.

2 Now Abraham said of Sarah hiswife, " Sheismy sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
took Sarah.

3 But God cameto Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, " Indeed you are a dead man

because of the woman whom you have taken, for sheisa man'swife."
4 But Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, "Lord, will You slay a righteous nation also?
5 "Did henot say to me, 'Sheis my sister'? And she, even she herself said, 'Heis my brother.' In the
integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands | have done this."

6 AndGodsaidtohiminadream," Yes, | knowthat you didthisin theintegrity of your heart. For

| also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore | did not let you touch her.

7 "Now therefore, restore the man'swife; for heisa prophet, and he will pray for you and you shall
live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours."

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these things in their
hearing; and the men were very afraid.

9 And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, "What have you done to us? How have |

offended you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You
have done deeds to me that ought not to be done.”

10 Then Abimelech said to Abraham, "What did you have in view, that you have done this thing?"

11 And Abrahamsaid, "Because | thought, surely the fear of God isnot in this place; and they will kill
me on account of my wife.

12 "But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my
mother; and she became my wife.

13 "And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that | said to her,
"Thisisyour kindness that you should do for me: in every place, wherever we go, say of me, "Heis
my brother.""™

14 Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and femal e servants, and gave them to Abraham; and
he restored Sarah hiswife to him.

15 And Abimelech said, " See, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you."

16 Then to Sarah he said, "Behold, | have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; indeed this
vindicates you before all who are with you and before everybody.” Thus she was rebuked.

17 So Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, hiswife, and hisfemale

servants. Then they bore children;
18 for the LORD had closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah,
Abraham's wife. (NKJ)

In this passage we see that adultery isasin against God, that even although Abimelech had done this thing
after Abraham and Sarah had deliberately misled him and ABIMILECH had acted in good faith, God told
him that hewas "adead man". Furthermore, God closed up ALL the wombsin the house of ABIMILECH,
both of hiswife and hisfemale servants. Thus, although ABIMILECH already had at least one wife, God
defined adultery as being the taking of "a mans wife" and would have executed judgement, even death, if
he had actually consummated the relationship or had not repented!

Further, we see that even if awoman lies about her marital state, the man isguilty. Presumably this applies
as much to awoman who lies to the effect that her hymen was perforated in athletics or through the use of
atampon, or who says her husband is dead or saysthat God permitted her to get divorced or for that matter
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who is mistaken in her belief. We have ministered to awoman who was seduced under hypnosis when she
wasin her teensand only had thefull situation revealed to her by the Holy Spirit when shewasin her forties
and had been living in adultery in the sight of God for nearly twenty years!

Clearly it is also asin if the pastor has said that she is free to remarry! In such a case the pastor will
presumably also be found guilty on the day of judgment!

Can one do other than exclaim Woe to this evil and perver se gener ation!

Adultery is not to be taken lightly, it truly is an abomination in the sight of God.
Thisisconfirmed throughout scripture. Surely, to call marriage that is acceptable
in the sight of God, that isthe taking of more than one wife, " adultery” must also
rank as an abomination in Hissight?

i. SEXUAL IMMORALITY ISSIN AGAINST ONE'SOWN BODY

1 Corinthians 6:13-20 states;

13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the
body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are membersof Christ? Shall | then take the members of

Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!

16 Or do you not know that he who isjoined to a harlot is one body with her? For "the two,” He says,
"shall become one flesh."

17 But hewho isjoined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits
sexual immorality sins against his own body.

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who isin you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own?

20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God's. (NKJ)

Clearly sexual union with aharlot or adulteress joins the man's body, the temple of the Holy Spirit, to hers.
Refer section 43, page 124 on the one flesh bond for more details. How then can the church permit men and
women to remarry when they are not divorced in the sight of God? How can they prevent aman from taking
awoman whose virginity he has taken as a second wife because heis aready married, thus condemning her
to widowhood or adultery? Isthisnot the most heartlessreligious heresy? And an affront to the Holy Spirit
and our uncompromisingly righteous Saviour?

j. ADULTERY ISSIN AGAINST GOD
In the previous section we see that God Himself states that adultery is sin against Him.

In Psalm 51, David repentsof hissin in hisadultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband
(2 Samuel 11 and 12):

1 Havemercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; according to the multitude of
Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.
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2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me frommy sin.
3 For | acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

4 Against You, You only, have | sinned, and done this evil in Your sight-- that You may be
found just when You speak, and blameless when You judge.

5 Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.

6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part You will make me to know
wisdom.

7 Purge mewith hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make meto hear joy and gladness, that the bones You have broken may rejoice.

9 Hide Your face frommy sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

10 Createin me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to methejoy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit.

13 Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted to You.

14 Deliver mefrombloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your
righteousness.

15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else | would give it; you do not delight in burnt offering.

17 Thesacrificesof God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart-- these, O God, You will not
despise.

18 Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt
offering; then they shall offer bulls on Your altar. (NKJ)

Thisscriptureisperhapsthemost power ful exampleof truerepentancein theentire
Bible. Clearly David truly feared that God would cast him away and take HisHoly
Spirit from David. David had also apparently lost the joy of his salvation. This
Psalm clearly portraysthecry of a desperate man who has known God and knows
the magnitudeof hissin. At thistime he had approximately ten wivesin addition to
Bathsheba and ten concubines. Surely we should not refer to anything as adultery
if it isnot? Likewise, we should surely not do anything to downplay the seriousness
of adultery when it occurs?

Appendix N, page 277 lists a range of scriptures containing the words adultery, adulterer, adulteress,
fornication, fornicators, harlot in order to illustrate just how seriously God views these sins.

Appendix D, page 229 contains many more examples of scriptures which support the fact that Y ahweh
permits a man to have more than one wife.

k. THE CURSESOF THE LAW

Appendix S, page 293 lists the curses associated with breaking the Mosaic Law or Mosaic Covenant or
Torah. These curses apply to all those laws which are listed from Deuteronomy, Leviticus, Numbers,
Exodusand Genesis. In other words, they apply to those who add to or take away from the commandments
of God, they apply to those who commit adultery and harlotry, etc. In other words, they apply to al those
who have taught the heresies addressed in this book AND to all those who wittingly or unwittingly have
sinned as a consequence of these heresies. Conservatively we are talking of millions of people, probably
we are talking about billions!
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But Jesus became acursefor us, | hear you cry! Yes, certainly Jesus became acursefor us but we must still
repent of our sins, confess them before God and ask for and receive forgiveness. Under the old covenant
the sin offering was put to death on behalf of the sinner. This required the sinner to bring the sacrifice to
thetemple. Under the New Covenant, Jesus became our sacrifice, once and for all BUT we must still bring
our sacrifice of abroken and a contrite heart before the throne of grace and ask for forgiveness!

Equally, if we sin wilfully we crucify Jesus again! Hebrews 6:1-8 states:

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of theelementary principlesof Christ, let usgo onto perfection,
not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.

3 And thiswewill do if God permits.

4 For it isimpossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

6 if theyfall away, to renew them again to repentance, sincethey crucify again for

themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

7 For the earth which drinksin the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by
whomiit is cultivated, receives blessing from God;

8 butifit bearsthornsand briars, itisreected and near to being cursed, whose end isto be burned.
(NKJ)

How many men and women who call themselves by the name of God, who style themselves with titleslike
"Reverend" and "Pastor”, contrary to the Word of God, who have accessto as many trandations of the Bible
as they want as well as access to diverse reference materials or who even publish such materials, are
crucifying again the Son of God and putting Him to an open shame? It seemsto me that there are far more
than most men and women would like to believe. We may well find on the day of Judgment that God's
books tell adifferent story of many whom we have regarded as pillars of the church.

Do not forget Matthew 7:21-29:

21 " Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

22 " Manywill saytoMeinthat day, 'Lord, Lord, havewenot prophesiedin Your
name, cast out demonsin Your name, and done many wondersin Your name?'
23 " Andthen | will declaretothem, 'l never knew you; depart from Me, you who

practice lawlessness!"

24 "Therefore whoever hear sthese sayings of Mine, and doesthem, | will liken himto a wise man who
built his house on the rock:

25 "and therain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not
fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26 "Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand:

27 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was itsfall."

28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people wer e astonished at Histeaching,
29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. (NKJ)
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Today we see many who prophesy, cast out demons and do wondersin the name of
Jesus, yet Jesus here declares that He will say to MANY that He NEVER KNEW
THEM! Brothers and sisters, this is shattering scripture, but it is scripture
nevertheless. Asyou read thisbook, can you say with certainty that you truly know
the Lord and do the will of His Father or have you been preaching heresy and
condemning God's children for seeking to live livesin accordance with scripture?
| urge you to consider carefully what you have taught and applied in this area of
doctrine and to determine whether you need to repent and turn from your wicked
ways!

Consider Ezekial 18:30:

30 "Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to hisways," saysthe Lord
GOD. " Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be
your ruin. (NKJ)

Consider also that many of the sins of Israel that Ezekial and others prophesied against were similar to the
sins of the church today! Y et we have a new and better covenant!

12.  ADULTERY AFTER JESUSCAME (UNDER THE NEW COVENANT)

There seems to be awidely held view that somehow Jesus did away with the penalty for adultery and that
adultery is now something that can be confessed and repented of where after it goes away so that the couple
concerned can continue their relationship if they are married in the sight of the church.

Thisis seemingly based upon John 8:1-11:

1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat
down and taught them.

3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And
when they had set her in the midst,

they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.

"Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?"

Thisthey said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped

down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin
among you, let himthrow a stone at her first."

8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the
oldest even to the last. And Jesus was | eft alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, whereare

those accuser s of yours? Has no one condemned you?"

11 Shesaid, "Noone, Lord." And Jesussaid to her, "Neither do | condemnyou; go and sin no more."
(NKJ)

o 01 b~

Clearly Jesus told her to SIN NO MOre. Imagine the scene, the woman was caught in the act but the man
was allowed to flee. Historical reportsthat | have read seem to suggest that the application of the scripture
relating to stoning for adultery was seldom if ever practised in Jesus day. Caligula was emperor in Rome
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during Jesuslife time and debauched living, not that different from the world today but perhaps more public,
was widespread in Rome and Greece and throughout the "civilised" world. Accordingly it would seem that
thiswoman had been living in asituation in which thelikelihood of any serious natural consequencesfor her
dalliance were unlikely. Suddenly she found herself facing death while her lover who was present (she was
caught in the act) was seemingly permitted to flee and not pursued.

Isit not possiblethat under those circumstances she cameto arapid and sincererepentance? Isit not possible
that Jesus who knows our thoughts knew that she had truly repented?

Psalm 94:11 states:

11 The LORD knows the thoughts of man, that they are futile. (NKJ)

Matthew 9:4 states:

4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? (NKJ)

Isit not possible that Jesus was as much grieved by the great hypocrisy of those who "caught her in the act”
and yet did not bring her lover with her to be stoned as Jesus might have been grieved by her sin?

Darewe construct adoctrine of universal indulgence of fornication fromthisoneincident? Particularly when
thispassageisnot included in all manuscripts? Refer footnotesin NIV and other translations. No doubt true
repentance with a broken spirit and a contrite heart brings forgiveness but how can this be achieved when
aman has put away "divorced" his wife because the church will not permit him to take a second wife?

Certainly we can deduce that if aperson commits adultery, recognizesit as sin and turns from it asking God
for forgiveness, they will receive that forgiveness and they can continue their lives without eternal
consequences.

The experience of David, asoutlined in section 11.j clearly demonstratesthis. BUT David was living under
the Mosaic covenant as a prophet! So has that much changed? Has God not always responded with mercy
to a "broken spirit and a contrite heart?

Nevertheless, in the passagein John 8:11, Jesus clearly tellsher to " go and sin no more." How canwe
suggest that a man can marry a"divorced” woman whose "divorce" God has not sanctioned, acknowledge
that thisisadultery and then tell her and her new "husband"” that if they confesstheir sin after first intercourse
fromthenonitwill bein order? | have heard teachingsto this effect! Isthisnot an abomination in the sight
of God?

At the sametimewe must recogni ze that despite his sincere and abject repentance, David'sfamily lived under
the curse of his actions for generations, as portrayed in the Books of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah.
Are we absolutely certain that this curseis cut off by Jesus' sacrifice?

The experience presented in the case history in section 81, page 201, clearly indicates that heartfelt
repentance is not enough to cut off the consequences of adultery. Thereisfar more spiritual "housekeeping”
required to cut off the curse AND the consequencesin this life - the one flesh bond must be severed by the
Grace of God, soul ties must be cut, unGodly promises and vows must be renounced on both sides and cut
off, restitution to the husband and family may be required, curses spoken against one must be cut off,
demonic gateways must be closed and familiar spirits associated with the liaison must be cast out, all demons
transferred between the parties must be dealt with. It is apparent from this testimony that this all requires
great soul searching and seeking of God to identify all issuesthat must be cut off. Inthe casereport thistook
years. The person who isthe subject of the case history walked the road of recovering from adultery having
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been trapped by Satan's lies when back slidden many years ago. Six years after the event God was still
showing him aspects of ignorance and spiritual consequences which were still not finally dealt with.

a. REVELATION 21:81SQUITE SPECIFIC : SEXUAL IMMORALITY LEADSTO A PART IN
THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE

However, if they do NOT confesstheir sin and repent in thislife, Revelation 21:1-8 isquite specific:

1 Now I sawanew heaven and a new earth, for thefirst heaven and thefirst earth had passed away.
Also there was no more sea.

2 Thenl, John, saw the holy city, New Jer usalem, coming down out of heaven fromGod, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.

3 AndI heard aloud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the taber nacle of God iswith men, and He

will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their
God.

4 "And God will wipe away every tear fromtheir eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

5 Then Hewho sat on the throne said, "Behold, | make all things new." And He said to me, "Write,
for these words are true and faithful ."

6 AndHesaidtome, "Itisdone! | amthe Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. | will give
of the fountain of the water of life freely to himwho thirsts.

7 "Hewho overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will be his God and he shall be My son.

8 "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burnswith fire and

brimstone, which isthe second death.” (NKJ)
Other trandations of Revelation 21:8 state:
King James Version:

8 But thefearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death.

Revised Standard Version:

8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars, their ot shall be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is
the second death."

The words "sexually immora" in the New King James Version, "whoremongers' in the King James
Version and "fornicators’ in the Revised Standard Version are all alternate interpretations of the word
pornos Nestle's number 4205:

Thayer Defines 4205 pornos-

1) a man who prostitutes his body to another's lust for hire
2) a male prostitute

3)a man who indulges in unlawful sexual intercourse, a fornicator
The base word of 4205 referred to by Strong is 4097:
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Thayer Defines 4097 piprasko-

1) to sell:
a) used of price, one into slavery
b) used of the master to whom one is sold as a slave
2) metaphorically:
a) sold under sin, entirely under the control of the love of sinning
b) used of one bribed to give himself up wholly to another's will

These words are seemingly closely allied with the word porneia which is trandated "fornication” in
Matthew 5:32 in the King James Version:

32 But | say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of forni-

cation, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced
committeth adultery. (KJV)

The same word occurs in Matthew 19:9:

9 And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery. (KJV)

Strong defines 4202 porneia (por-ni'-ah);
from 4203; harlotry (including adultery and incest); figuratively, idolatry:
KJV-- fornication.

Thayer defines 4202 porneia-:

1) illicit sexual intercourse
a) adultery, fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, intercourse with animals, etc.
b) sexual intercourse with close relatives; Lev. 18
c) sexual intercourse with a divorced man or woman; Mk. 10:11,12

2) metaphorically, the worship of idols; used of the defilement of idolatry, as incurred
by eating the sacrifices offered to idols

Notethat sexual intimacy between women, referred to today as"lesbianism™ is not explicitly defined or
prohibited anywherein scripture, despite the commentary in Thayersdefinition above, refer also section
62.d, page 176.

Appendix L, page 273 lists all scriptures which contain the word "porneia” in order to give readers a
better understanding of the scope of the word, note the distribution between sexual immorality and
spiritual unfaithfulness. | believe that the Lord has also shown me that porneia includes continuous
spiritual unfaithfulness or idolatry or betrayal over an extended period by a spouse with a refusal to
repent or deliberate returning to that sin. Asevidenced in the case history presented in section 81, page
201, the Lord extends considerable grace to the offending spouse to give them time to come to
repentance before permitting divorce. This may relate to conditions such as a spouse who is a
psychopath, an alcoholic, a person who physically abuses the other spouse and similar traits associated
with intense demonic oppression corresponding to effectively spiritua idolatry on the part of the
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offender. It seemsthat God's blessing for divorce may only come when the offending spouse has either
reached a point where they are beyond redemption or have renounced their salvation.

We must remember that, while oneis married to such a spouse oneis afforded an opportunity to die to
self and to learn how to become more Christ like. It is probably easier to store up treasure in heaven
when in such amarriage than it isin alukewarm marriage to another believer where you are not making
any real effort to serve God.

Thus we see that divorce is only permitted in the event of adultery, sexual abominations, persistent
idolatry and betrayal. 1t iSNOT permitted because a man takes a second wife!

b. IFJESUSRELAXED THE LAW ON ADULTERY WHY DID JOHN THE BAPTIST DIE?
Consider Mark 6:16-27:

16 But when Herod heard, hesaid, " ThisisJohn, whom| beheaded; he hasbeen raised fromthedead!"

17 For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound himin prison for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife; for he had married her.

18 For John had said to Herod, " It is not lawful for you to have your brother's
wife."

19 Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not;

20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And when
he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.

21 Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the high
officers, and the chief men of Galilee.

22 And when Herodias daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat
with him, the king said to the girl, " Ask me whatever you want, and | will giveit to you."

23 He also sworeto her, "Whatever you ask me, | will give you, up to half of my kingdom."

24 So sne went out and said to her mother, "What shall | ask?" And she said, "The head of John the
Baptist!"

25 Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "l want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

26 And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with
him, he did not want to refuse her.

27 Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be

brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, (NKJ)

Thissameincident isrecorded in Matthew 14:1-12. Can there be any doubt that John opposed adultery with
absolute conviction? Surely if the current doctrine had applied he would just have told Herod confess his
sin and he could carry on living with Herodias. Surely if Jesus was in the process of changing the law He
would have sent a message to John to tell him about the change? No! We must accept that the
Word of God has NOT changed with regard to adultery. If John the Baptist was

prepared to dierather than compromise, then surely so should we?

c. CONCLUSION: AWOMANWHOHASSEX WITH MORE THAN ONE MAN WHILE THE
FIRST ISALIVE ISDEFINED ASAN ADULTERESSAND A HARLOT EXCEPT IN EXCEP-
TIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES
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There cannot be much doubt that adulterers and adulteresses, who are referred to el sewhere as harlots and
so forth, fall into the category of "sexually immoral”. Accordingly, | have not doubt that we must accept
that any person who is an unrepentant (either did not know or refused to repent) adulteress, in other words
ANY WOMAN WHO HASHAD SEX EVEN ONCEWITH MORE THAN ONE MAN over her lifetime,
other than:

i. A widow.
or
ii. A divorcee whom God has released to divorce AND to remarry and who has been formally divorced.
or
iii. A - woman who was a harlot and who has come to full and sincere revelation of her sin, confession
thereof AND repentance AND whom God has released to marry.

will havether partinthelakeof fireand brimstoneWHETHER THEY CLAIM TO
BE BORN AGAIN OR NOT!

Likewise, ANY MAN WHO HAS HAD SEX EVEN ONCE WITH EVEN ONE
SUCH WOM AN and who hasnot cometo recognition of their sin, confession of that
sin before God and sincererepentance of that sin, will havetheir part in thelake of
fireand brimstone!

d. THE ACCOUNTABILITY OF "PASTORS'

M atthew 23:8-13 states:

8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for Oneisyour Teacher, the Christ, and you
are all brethren.
9 "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for Oneisyour Father, He who isin heaven.

10 "And do not be called teachers; for Oneisyour Teacher, the Christ.

11 "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

12 " And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

13 "But woeto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against
men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. (NKJ)

Notwithstanding Jesus injunction to call no man Rabbi or Teacher, Christian leadersinsist on appropriating
the title "Pastor” or "Reverend” or "Father" to themselves. They fail to distinguish between the office of
pastor or teacher and converting that into atitle. No one would consider calling themselves "Bookkeeper
Smith", they know that bookkeeper is ajob description. Likewise, pastor isajob description.

Having set themselves up in this position, sadly many seem to lose sight of Jesus commandment that we
should regard ourselves as servants to our brethren. They then take it upon themselves to pronounce on
issues of doctrine, to decide whether a couple are suitable marriage materia or not, to decide whether a
divorceis sanctioned by God, to decide whether awoman who is not avirgin isfree in the sight of God to
marry and to prescribe and pronounce on many other issues.

It isimportant to recognize that every individual isaccountable before God for their own sin. Accordingly,
while a pastor who wrongly counsels that a couple are free to marry will be accountable for his sin, the
individualswill still be called to account on the day of judgement and, as best | can determine, if they have
committed adultery by following their pastor's advice they will have their part in the lake of fire and brim-
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stone. The pastor isaso likely to be found on the Day of Judgement to have added to or taken away from
the Word of God and to have lied to the couple, albeit in ignorance.

Remember aso that Matthew 23 continues in verses 14-39 to state:

14 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows houses, and for a
pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.

15 " Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to
win one proselyte, and when he iswon, you make him twice as much a son of hell
as yourselves.

16 " Woeto you, blind guides, who say, "Whoever swearsby thetemple, it isnothing; but whoever
swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to performit.'

17 " Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold?
18 "And, "Whoever swears by the altar, it isnothing; but whoever swears by the gift that ison it, heis
obliged to performit.’

19 " Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?

20 "Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all thingsonit.

21 "He who swear s by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwellsin it.

22 " And he who swear s by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sitson it.

23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin,

and have neglected the weightier matters of thelaw: justice and mer cy and faith.
These you ought to have done, without |eaving the others undone.

24 " Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!

25 "Woeto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleansethe outside of the cup and dish, but
inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.

26 "Blind Phariseg, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean
also.

27 "Woeto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed
appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.

28 " Even so you also outwardly appear righteousto men, but inside you arefull of

hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and
adorn the monuments of the righteous,

30 "and say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them
in the blood of the prophets.

31 "Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the
prophets.

32 "Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers guilt.

33 "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?

34 "Therefore, indeed, | send you prophets, wise men, and scribes. some of them you will kill and
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and per secute from city to city,

35 "that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel
to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.
36 "Assuredly, | say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

37 "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who killsthe prophets and stonesthose who are sent to her! How
often | wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing!

38 "See! Your houseis|eft to you desolate;

39 "for | say to you, you shall see Me no moretill you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!™ (NKJ)
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How sure are we that these words do not apply in great measure to many leaders in the church today? A
close reading of The Final Quest, indicates that they apply far more than most would like to believe. Now
isthetimefor all who call themselves by the name of Christ to carefully examine themselvesin the mirror
of the Word of God to determine their spiritua state.

e. JUDGEMENT REVISITED

Some people are of the opinion that these people will not burn for eternity but certainly there seemsto be
scripture to suggest that they will spend eternity in an extremely unpleasant place. On the other hand, from
the report of Joyner in the "Final Quest” it does appear that there is a possibility that a person who truly
trusts God by faith for salvation through the name of Jesus may just be saved into heaven with no treasure
and possibly having gone through a particularly dreadful judgment experience but it does not seem worth
gambling on this when there are so many explicit scriptures to indicate that there is quite possibly another
fate which truly is worse than death.

Luke 16:18-31 reports:

18 "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and

whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously
every day.

20 "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who waslaid at his gate,

21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man'stable. Moreover the dogs came
and licked his sores.

22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man
also died and was buried.

23 "Andbeing in tormentsin Hades, helifted up hiseyesand saw Abrahamafar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom.

24 "Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip
the tip of hisfinger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame.

25 "But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.

26 'And besides all this, between us and you thereisa great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass
from here to you cannot, nor can those from there passto us.'

27 "Then he said, 'l beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house,

28 'for | have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'

29 "Abraham said to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'

30 "And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.'

31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though onerise fromthe dead.™ (NKJ)

Isit not an interesting juxtaposition that verse 18 speaks of divorce and adultery and the story of Lazarus
starts the next verse? Isit not possible that God is seeking to tell us something here?

Jude 1:7 states:

7 as Sodomand Gomorrah, and the citiesaround themin a similar manner to these, having given
themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example,

suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. (NKJ)
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Hebrews 6:2 states:

2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that this eternal judgment is eternal fire? Whatever the exact form may be it is
undoubtedly torment and suffering.

NOTE IN PARTICULAR that the voicethat speaksthewordsreported in Revelation 21:1-8 cited on page
47, identifies Himself in verse 21:6 asthe "Alphaand Omega’, thisis no less that Jesus Himself speaking!

Shortly thereafter, in verses 22:18 and 19 we are specifically cautioned not to add to or take away from
anything written in "this book". Revelation 22:16-20 states:

16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. | am the Root and the
Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Sar."

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let himwho
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

18 For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of thisbook: | f anyone addsto

these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;
19 andif anyonetakes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from

the things which are written in this book.
20 He who testifies to these things says, " Surely | am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus! (NKJ)

It certainly seemsto me that we should not contempl ate suggesting that someone who commits adultery
will not have their part in the lake of fire and brimstone.

f. CRITICAL CONCLUSION : UNREPENTED ADULTERY WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY
LEAD TO A PART IN THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE IF NOT ETERNAL
SEPARATION FROM GOD IN HELL

It seemsto methat it isimpossible to conclude other than that adultery carriesthe severest possible penalty,
the second death and a part in the lake of fire and brimstone, potentially for eternity.
13. ISIT TRUE THAT, ONCE CONFESSED, ADULTERY ISNO LONGER ADULTERY?

There are teachings to the effect that if you marry adivorced woman you are committing adultery but if you
confess your sin and repent of it, it is not adultery thereafter.

Matthew 19:9 in the King James Version states:

9 And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her whichisput away doth commit adultery.

(KIV)
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Clearly, unlessawoman is divorced with the blessing of Y ahweh and, by implication, is the innocent party
in the sight of God, and has a certificate of divorce as discussed in section 23, page 84, any man having
intercourse with her will be committing adultery.

If she is not divorced with Yahweh's blessing then every time a man has intercourse with her they are
committing adultery, it does not matter if they have a certificate from the state or the church, they are till
committing adultery. Jesus Himself made this quite clear.

If they confess and repent after every sexual encounter then that iswilful sin and Hebrews 10:23-31
isquite explicit about the consequences of that:

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,

25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one

another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

26 For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there

no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

27  but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which
will devour the adversaries.

28 Anyone who has rejected Moses law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three

witnesses.

29  Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy
who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the
covenant by which hewas sanctified acommon thing, andinsulted the Spirit
of grace?

30 For we know Him who said, " Vengeance is Mine; | will repay,” says the
Lord. And again, " The Lord will judge His people.”

31 Itisafearful thingto fall into the hands of the living God. (NKJ)

It does not seem to me that there can be any uncertainty about the outcome of this conduct. Asyou study
the discussion on the one flesh bond and related supernatural forces designed by God to make marriage
work, as discussed in section 43, page 124 you will come to realize just how powerful God's plan for
marriage s, just how effectively Satan has corrupted it and just how great the opportunity is that awaits
you to make marriagework with your existing marriage partner or partners (those who have wivesbecause
God has not acknowledged your divorce, amongst others).

Thereality isthat there is much that we do not understand about Godly marriageif putting away ("divorce")
is to be avoided and if we recognize that a harsh, legalistic approach will not work. This thinking is
developed progressively in the rest of this book.

14. GOD'SDEFINITION OF SEXUAL SIN
L eviticus 18:1-30 provides a comprehensive statement of God's definition of sexual sin:

1 Thenthe LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'l amthe LORD your God.

3 'According to thedoingsof the land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not do; and according to
the doings of the land of Canaan, where |l am bringing you, you shall not do; nor shall you walk
in their ordinances.
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4 'You shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: | am
the LORD your God.

5 "You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them:

| am the LORD.

'None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to uncover his nakedness. | amthe

LORD.

7 'The nakedness of your father or the nakedness of your mother you shall not uncover. Sheis your
mother; you shall not uncover her nakedness.

8 'The nakedness of your father's wife you shall not uncover; it isyour father's nakedness.

9 'The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your mother, whether
born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not uncover.

10 'The nakedness of your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, their nakedness you shall not
uncover; for theirsisyour own nakedness.

11 'Thenakednessof your father'swife'sdaughter, begotten by your father-- sheisyour sister-- you shall
not uncover her nakedness.

12 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; sheis near of kin to your father.

13 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for sheis near of kin to your mother.

14 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother. You shall not approach hiswife; she
isyour aunt.

15 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law-- sheisyour son'swife-- you shall not
uncover her nakedness.

16 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it isyour brother's nakedness.

17 "You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, nor shall you take her son's
daughter or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness. They are near of kin to her. It is
wickedness.

18 'Nor shall youtakeawomanasarival to her sister, to uncover her nakednesswhilethe other isalive.

19 'Also you shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness aslong as sheisin her customary
impurity.

20 'Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your neighbor'swife, to defile yourself with her.

21 'And you shall not let any of your descendants pass through the fire to Molech, nor shall you profane
the name of your God: | amthe LORD.

22 'You shall not liewith a male as with a woman. It is an abomination.

23 'Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before
an animal to mate with it. It is perversion.

24 'Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations
are defiled, which | am casting out before you.

25 'For theland isdefiled; thereforel visit the punishment of itsiniquity upon it,
and the land vomits out its inhabitants.

26  'You shall therefore keep My statutesand My judgments, and shall not commit
any of these abominations, either any of your own nation or any stranger who
dwells among you

27 'for all theseabominationsthe men of theland have done, who werebeforeyou,
and thusthe land is defiled),

28 ‘'lesttheland vomit you out also when you defileit, asit vomited out the nations
that were before you.

29 'For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit
them shall be cut off from among their people.

(o]
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30 ‘'Thereforeyou shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these
abominable customs which were committed before you, and that you do not
defile yourselves by them: | am the LORD your God."" (NKJ)

Strong definestheword " nakedness' in the above scriptures as follows:
6172 “ervah (er-vaw');

from 6168; nudity, literally (especially the pudenda) or figuratively (disgrace, blemish):
KJV-- nakedness, shame, unclean (-ness).

Brown-Driver-Briggs defines 6172 “ervah-

nakedness, nudity, shame, pudenda, genitalia

a) pudenda (implying shameful exposure)

b) nakedness of a thing, indecency, improper behavior
c) exposed, undefended (figurative)

Thus "nakedness' is not only the sexual act as indicated by certain translations, it is the observance of the
sexual organs of the people referred to. Surely this must extend to sexual intercourse AS WELL!

It is fairly widely reported that the sacrifices to M olech were away of getting rid of unwanted children.
Surely abortion must be just such an abomination? The question which | believe that every person who calls

themselves by the name of Christ and claimsto believe in the Bible must ask themselvesis" How many
abortionsresult from pregnanciesfathered by menwhoarealready married to other
women and believethat they arenot per mitted to take a second wife? Isit not likely
that the false doctrine of monogamy playsa substantial rolein thelevel of abortion?

Theabovepassagesfrom L eviticusareEXTREMELY robust when it comestostating
God's opinion of these sins. He repeatedly states that it is for these sins that He
visited Judgement on Egypt and that He is driving the people out of Canaan. It
appear salsothat thesewer ethesamesinswhich resulted in thedestr uction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Yet many of these sins are openly portrayed and practised in the
world today!

Note that verse 9 refersto "the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your mother”, thisisworded this
way in order to accommodate a daughter of ANOTHER WIFE!

Surely if The Lord does not define a man having more than one wife amongst this schedule of sexua sin as
sin, thenitisalmost certainly NOT sin? Furthermore for man to add aform of marriage (aman having more
than one wife), which so many scriptures clearly indicate God approves of, to this list of sexual sin must
surely be an abomination in the sight of God!?

Thistext ismoreor lessduplicated in Leviticus 20:1-27:

1 Thenthe LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 "Again, you shall say to the children of Israel: "Whoever of the children of Israel, or of the strangers
who dwell in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, he shall surely be put to death. The
people of the land shall stone him with stones.
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3 'l will set My face against that man, and will cut him off from his people, because he has given some
of his descendants to Molech, to defile My sanctuary and profane My holy name.

4 'Andif the peopleof theland shouldin any way hidetheir eyesfrom the man, when
he gives some of his descendants to Molech, and they do not kill him,
5 'then I will set My face against that man and against hisfamily; and | will cut him

off from hispeople, and all who prostitute themsel veswith himto commit

harlotry with Molech.

6 'And the personwho turnsto mediumsand familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, | will set My
face against that person and cut him off from his people.

7 'Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for | amthe LORD your God.

8 'Andyou shall keep My statutes, and perform them: | am the LORD who sanctifies you.

9 'For everyonewho curseshisfather or hismother shall surely be put to death. He has cur sed hisfather
or hismother. His blood shall be upon him.

10 'The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits
adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely
be put to death.

11 'Theman who lieswith hisfather's wife has uncovered his father's nakedness;
both of them shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them.

12 'If aman lieswith hisdaughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death.
They have committed perversion. Their blood shall be upon them.

13 'If aman lieswith a male as helieswith awoman, both of them have committed
an abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon
them.

14 'If a man marries a woman and her mother, it is wickedness. They shall be
burned with fire, both he and they, that there may be no wickedness among you.

15 'If aman mateswith an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill
the animal.

16 'If awoman approachesany animal and mateswith it, you shall kill the woman
and the animal. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood is upon them.

17 'If amantakeshissister, hisfather'sdaughter or hismother'sdaughter, and sees
her nakedness and she sees hisnakedness, it isawicked thing. And they shall be
cut off in the sight of their people. He has uncovered his sister's nakedness. He
shall bear his guilt.

18 'If aman lieswith awoman during her sicknessand uncoversher nakedness, he
has exposed her flow, and she hasuncovered theflow of her blood. Both of them
shall be cut off from their people.

19 'You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother'ssister nor of your father's
sister, for that would uncover hisnear of kin. They shall bear their guilt.

20 ‘'Ifamanlieswith hisuncle swife, hehasuncovered hisuncle snakedness. They
shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.

21 'If aman takes hisbrother'swife, it is an unclean thing. He has uncovered his

brother's nakedness. They shall be childless.
22 "You shall therefore keep all My statutes and all My judgments, and performthem, that the land where
| am bringing you to dwell may not vomit you out.
23 'And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which | am casting out before you; for they commit
all these things, and therefore | abhor them.
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24 'But | have said to you, "You shall inherit their land, and | will giveit to you to possess, a land flowing
with milk and honey." | amthe LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples.

25 "You shall therefore distinguish between clean animals and unclean, between unclean birds and clean,
and you shall not make your selves abominable by beast or by bird, or by any kind of living thing that
creeps on the ground, which | have separated from you as unclean.

26 'Andyou shall be holy to Me, for | the LORD am holy, and have separated you

from the peoples, that you should be Mine.
27 'Aman or awomanwho isamedium, or who hasfamiliar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall
stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them.™ (NKJ)

Note the close association between sexual immorality and spiritual immorality, note that the sametermsare
applied to both - harlotry, prostitute, fornication, adultery, relating back to the term porneia used by Jesus
with respect to grounds for divorce!

It is important to note that again there is nothing to prohibit a man having more than one wife BUT heis
enjoined NOT to have intercourse with a woman during menstruation. Again, consider the curses for
disobedience listed in Deuteronomy 28-30 in Appendix S, page 281 and discussed in more detail in section
11.k, page 43. Remember that while Jesus became a curse for us we must still confess our sin's and repent
for His sacrifice to take effect. 1f we do not know the book of the Law, how will we know our sins?

It may also be relevant to note that Leviticus 20:13 relating to homosexuality expressly states"If a man lies
with amale as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely
be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them." This verse does not address sexual intimacy between
women as many Christians would assert and there are no other versesthat | have been able to find which do.
At best we can say that the Bibleis silent with regard to sexual intimacy between the wives of one man while
it would probably be possible to devel op areasonable scriptural argument against intimacy between women
who were not the wives of one man. Again | am not seeking to be contentious, | am simply stating what the
Word of God says and DOES NOT SAY. |If we cannot find the scripture to support our
preudices then it istime that we have the integrity to state that they are personal
prejudicesand NOT attribute them to theword of God! Surely if wefear God and

Hisjudgment we will not do such a thing?

Deuteronomy 27:14-26 further addresses the subject of sexual sin and lists those forms of sexual sin
which are specifically cursed:

14 " And the Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all the men of Isradl:

15 'Cursed is the one who makes any carved or molded image, an abomination to the LORD, the work of
the hands of the craftsman, and setsit up in secret." And all the people shall answer and say, 'Amen!"'

16 'Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt." And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!’

17 'Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor's landmark." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!”

18 'Cursed is the one who makes the blind to wander off the road." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!’

19 'Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the fatherless, and widow." And all the
people shall say, 'Amen!”

20 'Cursed isthe onewho lieswith hisfather's wife, because he has uncovered hisfather's bed." And
all the people shall say, 'Amen!’

21 'Cursed isthe one who lieswith any kind of animal." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!’

22 'Cursed isthe onewho lieswith hissister, the daughter of hisfather or the daughter of hismother.’
And all the people shall say, 'Amen!"

23 'Cursed isthe one who lieswith his mother-in-law." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!’

24 'Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor secretly." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!’
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25 'Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!’
26 'Cursed isthe one who does not confirmall the words of thislaw." And all the people shall say, 'Amen!”
(NKJ)

It isimportant to note that incest is listed together with bestiality.

15.  JUST HOW SERIOUSLY DOES GOD VIEW SEXUAL SIN?

Thissection addresses apassage of scripture, Judges chapters 19to 21, which contains some principleswhich
most modern Christians are likely to find difficult. However, if we believe that God does not change
(Malachi 3:6 "For | amthe LORD, | do not change; (NKJ)) and that the word of God will not pass away
(Jesussaysin Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My wordswill by no means pass away.
(NKJ)), we must consider the application of these scriptures.

a. THE OBLIGATIONTO HOSPITALITY
Judges 19:1-21:

1 And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain
Levite staying in the remote mountains of Ephraim. Hetook for himself a concubine from Bethlehem
in Judah.

2 But his concubine played the harlot against him, and went away from himto her father's house
at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there four whole months.

3 Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and bring her back, having his
servant and a couple of donkeyswith him. So she brought himinto her father's house; and when the
father of the young woman saw him, he was glad to meet him.

4 Now his father-in-law, the young woman's father, detained him; and he stayed with him three
days. So they ate and drank and lodged there.

5 Then it came to pass on the fourth day that they arose early in the morning, and he stood to
depart; but the young woman's father said to his son-in-law, "Refresh your heart with a morsel of
bread, and afterward go your way."

6 Sothey sat down, and the two of them ate and drank together. Then the young woman's father
said to the man, "Please be content to stay all night, and let your heart be merry."

7 And when the man stood to depart, his father-in-law urged him; so he lodged there again.

8 Then hearoseearlyinthemorning on thefifth day to depart, but the young woman's father said,
"Please refresh your heart.” So they delayed until afternoon; and both of them ate.

9 And when the man stood to depart-- he and his concubine and his servant-- hisfather-in-law, the
young woman'sfather, said to him, "Look, the day is now drawing toward evening; please spend the
night. See, theday iscoming to an end; lodge here, that your heart may be merry. Tomorrow go your
way early, so that you may get home."

10 However, the man was not willing to spend that night; so he rose and departed, and came to
opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). With himwer e the two saddled donkeys; his concubinewas also
with him.

11 They were near Jebus, and the day was far spent; and the servant said to his master, "Come,
please, and let us turn aside into this city of the Jebusites and lodgeiniit.”

12 But his master said to him, "We will not turn aside here into a city of foreigners, who are not of
the children of Israel; we will go on to Gibeah."

13 So he said to hisservant, "Come, let us draw near to one of these places, and spend the night in
Gibeah or in Ramah."
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14 And they passed by and went their way; and the sun went down on them near Gibeah, which
belongs to Benjamin.

15 Theyturned asidethereto gointolodgein Gibeah. And when hewent in, he sat down in the open
square of the city, for no one would take theminto his house to spend the night.

16 Just then an old man came in from his work in the field at evening, who also was from the
mountains of Ephraim; he was staying in Gibeah, whereas the men of the place were Benjamites.
17 And when he raised his eyes, he saw the traveler in the open sguare of the city; and the old man
said, "Where are you going, and where do you come from?"

18 So he said to him, "We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah toward the remote mountains of
Ephraim; | amfromthere. | went to Bethlehemin Judah; now | am going to the house of the LORD.
But there is no one who will take me into his house,

19 "although we have both straw and fodder for our donkeys, and bread and wine for myself, for
your female servant, and for the young man who iswith your servant; thereis no lack of anything.”
20 Andtheold man said, " Peace be with you! However, let all your needs be my responsibility; only
do not spend the night in the open square.”

21 Sohebrought himinto hishouse, and gave fodder to the donkeys. And they washed their feet, and
ate and drank. (NKJ)

We see here the application of the scriptural obligation of hospitality to strangers referred to in
Matthew 25:31-46:

31 "When the Son of Man comesin Hisglory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on
the throne of His glory.

32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, asa
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

33 "And He will set the sheep on Hisright hand, but the goats on the | eft.

34 "Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
35 'for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a

stranger and you took Meiin;

36 'l was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | wasin prison and you came
to Me!'

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You,
or thirsty and give You drink?

38 "When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

39 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and cometo You?'

40 " And theKing will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch asyou did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ' Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and hisangels:

42 'for 1 was hungry and you gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;

43 'l was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick
and in prison and you did not visit Me.'

44 "Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?"

45 "Then Hewill answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch asyou did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to Me!'

46 " And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into

eternal life." (NKJ)
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b. HOMOSEXUAL RAPE ISMORE SERIOUS THAN HETEROSEXUAL RAPE

Judges chapter 19:22-24:

22 Asthey were enjoying themselves, suddenly certain men of the city, perverted men, surrounded
the house and beat on the door. They spoke to the master of the house, the old man, saying, "Bring
out the man who came to your house, that we may know him carnally!"

23 But the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, "No, my brethren! | beg
you, do not act so wickedly! Seeing this man has come into my house, do not commit this outrage.
24 "Look, hereismy virgin daughter and the man's concubine; let me bring them out now. Humble
them, and do with them as you please; but to this man do not do such a vile thing!"

We see that rape of awoman is viewed as less serious than homosexual rape. Today homosexual sinis
regarded as acceptable by the world and even by some in the church. No apparent distinction is drawn
between homosexual rape and heterosexual rape. This observation does not in any way diminish the
seriousness of heterosexual rape, it only makes the point that it appears from these scriptures that
homosexual rapeis viewed by God as being EVEN MORE SERIOUS than heterosexual rape!

c. THE SINCOMMITTED - RAPE AND CONSEQUENTIAL MURDER
Judges chapter 19:25-28:

25 But the men would not heed him. So the man took his concubine and brought her out to them. And
they knew her and abused her all night until morning; and when the day began to break, they let her
go.

26 Then the woman came as the day was dawning, and fell down at the door of the man's house
where her master was, till it was light.

27 When her master arose in the morning, and opened the door s of the house and went out to go his
way, there was his concubine, fallen at the door of the house with her hands on the threshold.

28 And he said to her, "Get up and let usbe going." But there was no answer. So the man lifted her
onto the donkey; and the man got up and went to his place.

The sin of the men of Gibeah wasfirstly to seek homosexual rape, then to gang rape the concubine, thirdly
that thisled to her death. We seein chapter 20, verse 4 below that thiswas regarded as murder, even though
the woman died as a consequence of the rape and was still alive at the end of the rape.

d. THE RESPONSE OF THE LEVITE AND OF ISRAEL
Judges chapter 19:29 - 20:11:

29 When he entered hishouse he took a knife, laid hold of his concubine, and divided her into twelve
pieces, limb by limb, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel.

30 And soit wasthat all who saw it said, "No such deed has been done or seen fromthe day that the
children of Israel came up fromthe land of Egypt until thisday. Consider it, confer, and speak up!"

JUDGESCHAPTER 20

1 Soall thechildren of Israel came out, from Dan to Beer sheba, aswell asfromtheland of Gilead,
and the congregation gathered together as one man before the LORD at Mizpah.

2 Andtheleadersof all the people, all thetribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of
the people of God, four hundred thousand foot soldiers who drew the sword.
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3 (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) Then
the children of Israel said, "Tell us, how did this wicked deed happen?"

4 Sothe Levite, the husband of the woman who was murder ed, answered and said, "My concubine
and | went into Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, to spend the night.

5 "Andthe men of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house at night because of me. They
intended to kill me, but instead they ravished my concubine so that she died.

6 "Sol took hold of my concubine, cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all theterritory of the
inheritance of Israel, because they committed lewdness and outrage in Israel.

7 "Look! All of you are children of Israel; give your advice and counsel here and now!"

8 Soall the people arose asone man, saying, “"None of uswill go to histent, nor will any turn back
to his houss;

9 "but now thisisthe thing which we will do to Gibeah: We will go up against it by lot.

10 "We will take ten men out of every hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of
every thousand, and a thousand out of every ten thousand, to make provisions for the people, that
when they come to Gibeah in Benjamin, they may repay all the vileness that they have done in
Isradl."

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as one man.

We see that this one instance of intended homosexual rape, the actual gang rape and the death of the rape
victim was seen as sufficient cause for 400,000 men of Isragl to gather at one place in order to give effect
to the scriptural provisions for dealing with homosexuality, rape and murder. The relevant scriptures are
asfollows:

i. THEPENALTY FOR ADULTERY ISDEATH
Deuteronomy 22:22 deals with adultery:

22 "lf amanisfound lying with awoman married to a husband, then both of themshall die-- the
man that lay with the woman, and the woman; so you shall put away the evil fromIsrael. (NKJ)

In the case cited above, the men who raped the concubine knew that she was married and that they would
therefore be committing adultery.

ii. THE PENALTY FOR RAPE ISDEATH
Deuteronomy 22:25-27 deals with rape:

25 "But if aman finds a betrothed young woman in the countryside, and the man forces her and
lies with her, then only the man who lay with her shall die.

26 "But you shall do nothing to the young woman; thereisin the young woman no sin deserving
of death, for just aswhen a man rises against his neighbour and kills him, even so isthis matter.
27 "For hefound her inthecountryside, and the betrothed young woman cried out, but therewas
no oneto save her. (NKJ)

It seems reasonabl e to conclude that in the case under consideration the case of the concubine who was
taken by overwhelming force would be comparable to the young woman in the countryside. The crime
was rape and the death penalty is laid down by scripture.

iii. THE PENALTY FOR MURDER ISDEATH

Numbers 35:16-21 deals with murder:
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16 'But if he strikes himwith an iron implement, so that he dies, heisa murderer; the murderer
shall surely be put to death.

17 'And if he strikes him with a stone in the hand, by which one could die, and he does die, he
iIsamurderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

18 'Or if he strikes him with a wooden hand weapon, by which one could die, and he does die,
heisa murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.

19 'The avenger of blood himself shall put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall
put him to death.

20 'If he pushes himout of hatred or, whilelying inwait, hurls something at him so that he dies,
21 'or in enmity he strikes himwith his hand so that he dies, the one who struck him shall surely
be put to death. Heisa murderer. The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he
meets him. (NKJ)

The death penalty appliesfor murder and it isto be administered by aperson who istermed the "avenger
of blood" who is apparently any member of the community who witnessed the murder or has some
family or other tie with the victim which confers on him the responsibility for avenging the death of the
victim.

iv. THE PENALTY FOR HOMOSEXUALITY ISDEATH
L eviticus 20:13 deals with homosexuality:

13 'If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an
abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them. (NKJ)

While there is no indication of a penalty for homosexual intent, in this case the intent would appear to
indicate alevel of perversion among the men of Gibeah which was extreme.

v. CONCLUSION : SCRIPTURE REQUIRED THE DEATH PENALTY FOR THE MEN OF
GIBEAH

There can be no doubt that scripture required the death penalty for the men of Gibeah who raped the
concubine and, since the number of men involved was more than the Levite on his own could oppose
and since the other men of the city had not acted to oppose the sin, it required that the people of Isragl
collectively assemble in order to execute judgement.

e. THE RESPONSE OF BENJAMIN
Judges chapter 20:12-16 reportstheresponse of thetribe of Benjamin:

12 Then the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, "What is this
wickedness that has occurred among you?

13 "Now therefore, deliver up the men, the perverted men who arein Gibeah, that we may put them
to death and remove the evil fromlsrael!™ But the children of Benjamin would not listen to the voice
of their brethren, the children of Isradl.

14 Instead, the children of Benjamin gathered together fromtheir cities to Gibeah, to go to battle
against the children of Israel.

15 And fromtheir cities at that time the children of Benjamin numbered twenty-six thousand men
who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered seven hundred select men.
16 Among all this people were seven hundred select men who were left-handed; every one could
dling a stone at a hair's breadth and not miss.
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Instead of executing judgment themselves or handing the offenders over to Isragl to be judged and
sentenced, Benjamin takes the part of the rapists thereby making themselves also guilty by association. Of
necessity, in order to honour scripture Isragel would have to act in unity to overcome Benjamin or else
compromise on the judgment required by scripture.

f. THE RESPONSE OF ISRAEL AND GOD TO BENJAMIN AND THE OUTCOME OF THE
FIRST BATTLE

Judges chapter 20:17-21:

17 Now besides Benjamin, the men of Israel numbered four hundred thousand men who drew the
sword; all of these were men of war.

18 Then the children of Israel arose and went up to the house of God to inquire of God. They said,
"Which of us shall go up first to battle against the children of Benjamin?" The LORD said, "Judah
first!"

19 So the children of Israel rose in the morning and encamped against Gibeah.

20 And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin, and the men of Israel put themselves
in battle array to fight against them at Gibeah.

21 Then the children of Benjamin came out of Gibeah, and on that day cut down to the ground
twenty-two thousand men of the Israelites.

In response to Benjamin's sin, rather than saying "the blood be on your hands®, the Israelites prepare to go
to war. However, before they go to war they go to ask God if they should go and the LoRD tell's them to
gotowar. Wethus seethat God required the judgement’s laid down in scripture to be executed. However,
Benjamin kill twenty two thousand Israelites.

g. THERESPONSE OF ISRAEL ANDGODTOTHEOUTCOMEOFTHEFIRST BATTLE; THE
SECOND BATTLE

Judges chapter 20:22-25:

22 Andthepeople, that is, the men of Israel, encouraged themsel ves and again formed the battleline
at the place where they had put themselvesin array on the first day.

23 Then the children of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until evening, and asked counsel
of the LORD, saying, "Shall | again draw near for battle against the children of my brother
Benjamin?" And the LORD said, "Go up against him."

24 So the children of Israel approached the children of Benjamin on the second day.

25 And Benjamin went out against themfrom Gibeah on the second day, and cut down to the ground
eighteen thousand more of the children of Israel; all these drew the sword.

Having suffered the loss of twenty two thousand men, Israel remains resolved to execute judgment and
return to ask the Lord if they should go up again. He instructs them to go up again and a further eighteen
thousand are dain. It isnotable that having lost 22,000 men Israel still isresolved to execute judgment on
agroup of men for the rape and murder of ONE woman. Isthisnot afar cry to the attitude of the world and
the church today to the rape or murder of one person?

Surely if thisdegree of respect for the Word of God prevailed today we would not see anything approaching
the levels of rape and murder that we see in our society today?

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIDIDI DD DD DD DD D> > D> D> D>

Chapter : 3 What Does Scripture Say About Adultery? Page: 64



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

h. THE RESPONSE OF ISRAEL AND GOD TO THE OUTCOME OF THE SECOND BATTLE;
THE THIRD BATTLE

Judges chapter 20:26-48:

26 Then all the children of Israel, that is, all the people, went up and came to the house of God and
wept. They sat there before the LORD and fasted that day until evening; and they offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.

27 Sothechildren of Israel inquired of the LORD (the ark of the covenant of God wastherein those
days,

28 and Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood beforeit in those days), saying, " Shall
| yet again go out to battle against the children of my brother Benjamin, or shall | cease?" And the
LORD said, "Go up, for tomorrow | will deliver theminto your hand.”

29 Then Israel set men in ambush all around Gibeah.

30 And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put
themselves in battle array against Gibeah as at the other times.

31 So the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the city.
They began to strike down and kill some of the people, as at the other times, in the highways (one
of which goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah) and in the field, about thirty men of Israel.

32 Andthechildren of Benjamin said, "They are struck down before us, asat first." But the children
of Israel said, "Let us flee and draw them away from the city to the highways."

33 So all the men of Israel rose fromtheir place and put themselves in battle array at Baal Tamar.
Then Israel's men in ambush burst forth from their position in the plain of Geba.

34 And ten thousand select men fromall Israel came against Gibeah, and the battle wasfierce. But
the Benjamites did not know that disaster was upon them.

35 The LORD defeated Benjamin beforelsrael. And the children of | srael destroyed that day twenty-
five thousand one hundred Benjamites; all these drew the sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they wer e defeated. The men of Israel had given ground to
the Benjamites, because they relied on the men in ambush whom they had set against Gibeah.

37 And the men in ambush quickly rushed upon Gibeah; the men in ambush spread out and struck
the whole city with the edge of the sword.

38 Now the appointed signal between the men of Israel and the men in ambush was that they would
make a great cloud of smoke rise up fromthe city,

39 whereupon the men of Israel would turn in battle. Now Benjamin had begun to strike and kill
about thirty of the men of Israel. For they said, " Surely they are defeated before us, asin the first
battle."

40 But when the cloud began to rise from the city in a column of smoke, the Benjamites |ooked
behind them, and there was the whole city going up in smoke to heaven.

41 And whenthe men of Israel turned back, the men of Benjamin panicked, for they saw that disaster
had come upon them.

42 Thereforethey turned their backs before the men of Israel in the direction of the wilderness; but
the battle overtook them, and whoever came out of the cities they destroyed in their midst.

43 They surrounded the Benjamites, chased them, and easily trampled them down asfar asthe front
of Gibeah toward the east

44 And eighteen thousand men of Benjamin fell; all these were men of valor.

45 Then they turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon; and they cut down five
thousand of them on the highways. Then they pursued themrelentlessly up to Gidom, and killed two
thousand of them.

46 Soall whofell of Benjamin that day wer e twenty-five thousand men who drew the sword; all these
were men of valor.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled toward the wilderness to the rock of Rimmon, and they
stayed at the rock of Rimmon for four months.
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48 And the men of Israel turned back against the children of Benjamin, and struck them down with
the edge of the sword-- fromevery city, men and beasts, all who werefound. They also set fireto all
the cities they came to.

We seethat after losing 40,000 men Israel returnsto ask the Lord whether to continue with the battle. This
time they fast and offer sin offerings and peace offeringsfirst. From this we can conclude that the reason
that they failed in the first two battles was because of unconfessed sin amongst the people of Israel. The
Lord again tells them to go up and this time they succeed, still losing another 30 men in the process.

We should consider carefully the resolve of the men of Israel to honour the Word of God and to execute
judgment that, even though 40,000 had been killed they were still prepared to go into battle again. 1t seems
inconcelvabl e that today any part of our society would even begin to consider the need for righteousness to
be so important as to suffer such a great loss in response to one gang rape! How little we understand the
Lord's standards of righteousness!

i. THEIMPORTANCE OF OATH'SAND VOWS
Judges chapter 21:1-25:

1 Now themen of Israel had sworn an oath at Mizpah, saying, “None of us shall give his daughter
to Benjamin as a wife."

2 Then the people came to the house of God, and remained there before God till evening. They
lifted up their voices and wept bitterly,

3 andsaid, "O LORD God of Israel, why has this come to passin Israel, that today there should
be one tribe missing in Israel ?"

4 Soit was, on the next morning, that the people rose early and built an altar there, and offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings.

5 Thechildrenof Isradl said, "Whoisthere among all thetribes of I srael who did not come up with
the assembly to the LORD?" For they had made a great oath concer ning anyone who had not come
up to the LORD at Mizpah, saying, "He shall surely be put to death.”

6 Andthechildrenof Israel grieved for Benjamintheir brother, and said, " Onetribeis cut off from
Israel today.

7 "What shall we do for wives for those who remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we
will not give them our daughters as wives?"

8 Andthey said, "What oneistherefromthetribes of Israel who did not come up to Mizpah to the
LORD?" And, in fact, no one had come to the camp from Jabesh Gilead to the assembly.

9 For whenthe peoplewere counted, indeed, not one of theinhabitants of Jabesh Gilead wasthere.
10 So the congregation sent out there twelve thousand of their most valiant men, and commanded
them, saying, " Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge of the sword, including
the women and children.

11 "And thisisthe thing that you shall do: You shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman
who has known a man intimately."

12 So they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins who had not
known a man intimately; and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh, which is in the land of
Canaan.

13 Then the whole congregation sent word to the children of Benjamin who were at the rock of
Rimmon, and announced peace to them.

14 So Benjamin came back at that time, and they gave them the women whom they had saved alive
of the women of Jabesh Gilead; and yet they had not found enough for them.

15 And the people grieved for Benjamin, because the LORD had made a void in the tribes of Israel.
16 Thentheeldersof the congregation said, "What shall we do for wivesfor thosewho remain, since
the women of Benjamin have been destroyed?"
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17 Andthey said, "There must be an inheritance for the survivors of Benjamin, that a tribe may not
be destroyed from Israel.

18 "However, we cannot give themwives from our daughters, for the children of Israel have sworn
an oath, saying, 'Cursed be the one who gives a wife to Benjamin."

19 Then they said, "In fact, there is a yearly feast of the LORD in Shiloh, which is north of Bethel,
on the east side of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah."”

20 Therefore they instructed the children of Benjamin, saying, "Go, lie in wait in the vineyards,
21 "and watch; and just when the daughters of Shiloh come out to performtheir dances, then come
out from the vineyards, and every man catch a wife for himself from the daughters of Shiloh; then
go to the land of Benjamin.

22 "Then it shall be, when their fathers or their brothers come to us to complain, that we will say
to them, 'Be kind to them for our sakes, because we did not take a wife for any of themin the war;
for it is not as though you have given the women to them at this time, making your selves guilty of
your oath.™

23 And the children of Benjamin did so; they took enough wives for their number from those who
danced, whom they caught. Then they went and returned to their inheritance, and they rebuilt the
citiesand dwelt in them.

24 Sothechildren of Israel departed fromthere at that time, every man to histribe and family; they
went out from there, every man to hisinheritance.

25 Inthose days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (NKJ)

From this passage we discover that the men of Israel, having taken an oath concerning any person who did
not come up to assist with executing judgement, execute that oath on Jabesh Gilead utterly destroying the
town. We further seethat despite grieving for Benjamin that the six hundred survivors do not have wives,
Israel is not prepared to relax their oath concerning giving wives to Benjamin. We see hear a respect for
honouring aman'sword whichisall but lost in our community today. Wealso seethat thereisarecognition
that the punishment for failing to keep one's word is from God.

j.  TAKING OF WIVES

From the above passage we also see the application of some other scriptural principles. Firstly,
Deuteronomy 22:28-29 states:

28 "If a man finds a young woman who isa virgin, who is not betrothed, and he seizes her and lies
with her, and they are found out,

29 "then the man who lay with her shall give to the young woman's father fifty shekels of silver, and
she shall be his wife because he has humbled her; he shall not be permitted to divorce her all his
days. (NKJ)

Exodus 22:16-17 states:

16 "If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay the bride-
price for her to be his wife.

17 "If her father utterly refusesto give her to him, he shall pay money according to the bride-price
of virgins. (NKJ)

Since Deuteronomy 22:28-29 deal swith sexual intercoursewith avirgin by forceand Exodus22:16-17 deals
with seduction of avirgin it would appear that the girl's father is entitled to refuse his daughter to the man
who has taken seized her. This appearsto be the principle applied with regard to the virgins of Shiloh.

Again these passages raise some issues which are very different to modern teachings. Firstly we see that
there was no courtship, there was no discussion about whether the couple were well suited to another or
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whether they werelifepartners. They were paired off, apparently without material choiceand wereregarded
by all of Isragl as being married. Thereis no indication of any possibility that those marriages would not
work. Thisisafar cry from the attitudes to experimental sex and virginity that characterized most of the
world today and which are not materially opposed by much of the Christian church.

k. THEIMPLICATIONSFOR THE CHURCH IN THE END OF THE AGE
These scriptures should be interpreted against Ezekial 33:8-9:

8 "When | say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall surely die!" and you do not speak to warn
the wicked fromhisway, that wicked man shall diein hisiniquity; but hisblood | will require at your
hand.

9 "Neverthelessif you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
he shall diein hisiniquity; but you have delivered your soul. (NKJ)

Surely every person who has a Bible and certainly every person who reads their Bible should consider the
possibility that they are called to be watchmen to theworld inwhichwelive. Surely, if wefail to recognize
the import of scriptures such asthose considered in this document we place ourselves at risk of finding the
blood of those who perish for eternity upon our own heads at the day of judgment!

Surely it is time for those who call themselves by the name of Christ to become serious about opposing
homosexuality and warning homosexuals of the eternal consequences of their sin. Likewise, they should
become serious about demanding the death penalty for murder and rape. Surely, insofar as the Christian
church failsto do thisthe blood will be collectively on the heads of the church and there is much judgment
in storein the final tribulation for those who do not take their part in opposing unscriptural conduct in our
society?

16. LUST AND ADULTERY OF THE HEART
M atthew 5:27-30 states:

27 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, "You shall not commit adultery.'

28 "But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.

29 "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it fromyou; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

30 "Andif your right hand causesyou to sin, cut it off and cast it fromyou; for it ismore profitablefor you
that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. (NKJ)

Clearly aman who lusts after awoman is committing adultery in his heart. In other words, heissinningin
his heart against God.
a. LUST ISCOVETOUSNESSAND ISSIN

Exodus 20:17 states:

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor'swife, nor
his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your
neighbor's.” (NKJ)
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It is important to note that, as explained in section 39, page 109 which discusses the Hebrew and Greek
wordsto describe awoman and awife and determines that there is no distinction in scripture since all adult
women were either married, widows or harlots. It is further explained in section 63, page 177 which
discussed the age at which women married in scripture. Thus Jesus was not introducing a new
commandment in Matthew 5:28 but only restating the tenth commandment.

Consider also Deuteronomy 5:1-22:

1 And Moses called all Israel, and said to them: "Hear, O Isradl, the statutes and judgments which
| speak in your hearing today, that you may learn them and be careful to observe them.

2 "The LORD our God made a covenant with usin Horeb.

3 "The LORD did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, those who are here today, all
of uswho are alive.

4 "The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire.

5 "I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you
wer e afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up the mountain. He said:

6 'l amthe LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
7 "You shall have no other gods before Me.

8 'Youshall not makefor yourself any carvedimage-- any likeness of anything that isin heaven above,
or that isin the earth beneath, or that isin the water under the earth;

9 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate Me,

10 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

11 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold himguiltless
who takes His name in vain.

12 'Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you.

13 Sx days you shall labor and do all your work,

14 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall not do any work: you, nor
your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your ox, nor your donkey,
nor any of your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates, that your manservant and your
maidservant may rest as well as you.

15 And remember that you were a slavein theland of Egypt, and that the LORD your God brought you
out from there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God
commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

16 'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days
may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
17 "You shall not murder.

18 "You shall not commit adultery.

19 "You shall not steal.

20 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

21 'You shall not covet your neighbor'swife; and you shall not desire your neighbor's house,
hisfield, his manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.’

22 "These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly, in the mountain from the midst of thefire, the
cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no more. And He wrote them on two
tablets of stone and gave themto me. (NKJ)

Wethus seethat lust and coveting of awoman (aneighbourswife), together with al other formsof lust and
covetousness are expressly forbidden by God in the Ten Commandments, written by God Himself on tablets
of stone. Yet our whole societies approach to marriage place inordinate emphasis on the physical
appearance of the object of affection.
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b. LUST IN OUR SOCIETY ASTHE BASISFOR SELECTING MARRIAGE PARTNERS

Y oung men and women place much of their emphasison how "good looking" amember of the opposite sex
isand hence how desirable that personis. It seemsto me that thisis nothing short of lust. Infact, itismy
contention that objective consideration of the entire process of courtship practiced in our society and, by
implication, endorsed by the church islargely driven by lust.

If a young person without the knowledge, experience and wisdom to evaluate the personality, etc of a
member of the opposite sex is left to select amarriage partner themselves they are inevitably going to rely
on what they can see and therefore make amistake. Thus, when the church tells young people that they are
"too young to marry", they are effectively saying that they are too young to choose. In thisregard they are
entirely correct. Asdiscussed in section 57, page 162 on betrothal, the scriptural way of betrothal was for
the parents of the man and woman to arrange the match taking account of social standing, etc. In fact, the
match was likely to be between cousins or children of neighbours in the same village. In other words,
between children of families who had known each other for years and where the parents had observed the
development of one anotherschildren and identified which children were suited to oneanother. Conversely,
when the Holy Spirit makes the match, He looks on the heart, 1 Samuel 16:7 states:

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature,
because | have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." (NKJ)
2 Corinthians 4:18 states:

18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (NKJ)

Thus, by changing God's principles of marriage and forcing young people to make their own choice of
marriage partner and then forcing them to wait to an age greater than scripturally required the church creates
arecipefor marital disaster and THEN seeksto counsel it's victims on how to select amarriage partner and
to make marriages work!

c. LUST ASOPPOSED TO LOVE

Other scriptures on lust include Prover bs 6:23-26:

23 For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life,
24 To keep you from the evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a seductress.

25 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, nor let her allureyou with her eyelids.
26 For by means of a harlot a man is reduced to a crust of bread; and an
adulteress will prey upon his precious life. (NKJ)

Proverbs 11:6 states:

6 Therighteousnessof theupright will deliver them, but the unfaithful will be caught by their
lust. (NKJ)

Romans 13:8-14 states:

8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.
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9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery,” "You shall not murder,” "You shall not
steal," "You shall not bear false witness" "You shall not covet" and if there is any other
commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, " You shall love your neighbor as
yourself."

10 Love does no harmto a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation
isnearer than when we first believed.

12 Thenight isfar spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armor of light.

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and makeno provision for theflesh, to fulfill its
lusts. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that lust in all it'sformsisamajor ssn AND amajor stumbling block in the lives of
the world and the church today.

Consider also that the approach of the world to selecting marriage partners on appearance must, inevitably,
give rise to a situation where, once the "beloved” is no longer so physicaly attractive or when they
demonstrate some of the inevitable foibles of human personality they are deemed to no longer be the
appropriate marriage partner. Thisisakey messagein much, if not all, of what is presented under the guise
of "love" ontelevision, in magazines and in books. Surely then it is no wonder that men and women turn
to pornography.

If we consider God's definition of lovein 1 Corinthians 13:4-8:

Love sufferslong and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up;
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;

does not rgjoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they
will cease; whether thereis knowledge, it will vanish away. (NKJ)

0o~NO O h~

How different thisisfrom the thing that the world callslove today which is surely nothing more than lust?!
Surely the church must look to itself to determine how it has contributed to this appalling situation through
the fal se doctrines addressed in this book.

d. LUST, PORNOGRAPHY AND FASHION

Consider also Proverbs 23:7:

7 For ashethinksin hisheart, soishe. "Eat and drink!" he saysto you, but his heart is not
with you. (NKJ)

As aman thinks in his heart, so is he - as he lusts through pornography or the distorted approach to life
portrayed on television, soisheor so he becomes - an adulterer. The author can confirm thisfrom first hand
experience and it is only by the Grace and Mercy of God that | am alive today to write thisbook. Lustis
indeed one of Satan's most subtle and destructivelies- that it is O.K. to look (and to lust) and that thiswill
not harm you!

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIDIDI DD DD DD D> > D> D>

Chapter : 3 What Does Scripture Say About Adultery? Page: 71



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DI IIIIIDIIDIIDIIDIIDIIDIDIIDID DD DD D222
Consider also Ezekial 24:15-18:

15 Also the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

16 " Son of man, behold, | take away fromyouthe desire of your eyeswith onestroke; yet you shall
neither mourn nor weep, nor shall your tears run down.

17 "Sgh in silence, make no mourning for the dead; bind your turban on your head, and put your
sandals on your feet; do not cover your lips, and do not eat man's bread of sorrow."

18 So | spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died; and the next morning |
did as| was commanded. (NKJ)

Here we clearly see that the Lord refersto Ezekial’ swife asthe desire of hiseyes. In other words, it isnot
wrong for aman to desire his wife or wives. God has created woman’s body, her breasts and her private
parts to be attractive to her husband BUT ONLY to her husband. Asindicated in section 9.d, page 26, the
female sexual organ IS the sign of the marriage covenant!

Since, in Bibletimesit would appear to be entirely unheard of for awoman to expose herself in abikini or
bathing costume in a place where a man other than her husband could see her it appears reasonable to
conclude that the Lord intended man to be aroused by the appearance of hiswife's nakednessin private. If
thisisindeed so then we should not be unduly surprised that men are stimulated by scantily clad women,
whether in the flesh or in pictures. In particular, we should realise that clothing that hugs the breasts or

pubic areato al intents and purposes exposes the naked body. Tightly fitting bathing costumes
wher e the outline or shadow of the nipples or where the form of the Mons Venus
(female pubic mound) and sometimes even the cleft or folds of thevulva areclearly
visiblearecertainly at thevery least causing men to stumble and potentially asking
for trouble and almost certainly an affront to our Holy and Righteous God!

On the one hand, wives may have an obligation to display their bodies in a pleasing fashion for their
husbandsin the privacy of the marriage chamber, consider Esther, discussed in section 54.e, page 150. On
the other hand, ALL women should dress modestly in public. Insofar as this is unlikely to happen as a
generdly rule in our present society, those who call themselves by the name of Christ would do well to
exercise discretion with regard to where they go and what they watch.

e. LUST AND THE DRESS OF YOUNG WOMEN

Careful consideration of the contents of the preceding sectionstogether with the discussion on virginity and
one night standsin section 17, page 73 should cause all readersto realizethat it is extremely unwisefor any
young woman (age twelve or older) to dress "immodestly", in other words in clothes which reveal their
breastsor monsrelatively explicitly. Whileitispossibly not practical for ayoung woman to dressin clothes
as modest as those worn by women in certain Middle Eastern countries, even today, it would seem that a
good maxim would be to ensure that they are dressed materially more modestly than those with whom they
associate. The objective should be not to cause some man to stumble and also, CRITICALLY, not to
inadvertently cause asituation to arisein which their virginity istaken through lust, provoked by their dress.

f. LUST, PORNOGRAPHY AND ENFORCED MONOGAMY

By the same token, when aman has the capacity to love more than one woman and is prevented from doing
S0, isit not inevitable that he will turn to lust and pornography to satisfy a deep down desirein his soul for
covenant relationship with more than one woman? Is it not incredible how far the church has permitted
Satan to totally corrupt God's plans for the marriage relationship between man and woman?
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By the same token, awife in a monogamous marriage whose husband has been created to be polygynous,
should not really be surprised if her husband turnsto lust and pornography to satisfy hisneed. It isperhaps
possiblethat awifein amonogamous marriage could make aparticul ar effort to meet all her husbands needs
but, as discussed with regard to Isaiah 4:1 in section 55, page 153, since every woman is different and no
one woman will meet all the needs of a polygynous husband, this is likely to prove to be a futile effort
destined to fail. It would therefore appear that woman who insist on forcing their husbands to remain
monogamous should accept that lust and pornography are likely to be an inevitable consequence AND that
they will then become partnersin the sin of their husbands.

How much better it would beif such aman were freeto take an additiona wifein order to more fully meet
all hisneedsfor companionship, intellectual interchange, spiritual interactioninworship and serviceto God,
help with the business of his family and his household and his sexual needs. It seems apparent to me that
most of these needs can be met by women outside a monogamous marriage BUT that inevitably this will
result in sexual attraction. Inall sincerity | must say to you that it appearsto me that Y ahweh God did

NOT intend ANY of these needsto be met outside marriage!

Of necessity | must say to any woman who reads this, who is in a monogamous
marriage and whose husband isin bondage to por nography and lust - ask YOUR-
SEL F thequestion, towhat extent are Y OU responsiblefor hissin and theresulting
inner turmoil which curses hisdaily existence?

17.  ONE NIGHT STANDS

Some years ago when, in my office as a prophet of God, | was sent to the leadership of a church where the
pastor had been found out as having had a sexua relationship with one of the young woman in the
congregation. | was required by the Lord to tell the leadership that instead of demanding that the pastor
terminate the relationship they were to require him to take her as his second wife. Remarks were made to
me to the effect that a protracted sexual relationship should be treated differently to a "one night stand". It
was implied that somehow a "one night stand" could be tolerated but along term relationship could not!

However, Deuteronomy 22:23-30 dealswith this quite clearly:

23 "If a young woman who isa virgin is betrothed to a husband, and a man finds her in the city and lies
with her,

24 "then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall stone them to death with
stones, the young woman because she did not cry out in the city, and the man because he humbled his
neighbor's wife; so you shall put away the evil from among you.

25 "But if aman finds a betrothed young woman in the countryside, and the man forces her and lieswith
her, then only the man who lay with her shall die.

26 "But you shall do nothing to the young woman; thereisin the young woman no sin deserving of death,
for just as when a man rises against his neighbor and kills him, even so is this matter.

27 "For hefound her inthe countryside, and the betr othed young woman cried out, but therewasno one
to save her.

28 "If a man finds a young woman who is a virgin, who is not betrothed, and he
Sei zesher and lies with her, and they are found out,

29 "then the man who lay with her shall give to the young woman's father fifty

shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife because he has humbled her; he

shall not be permitted to divorce her [put her away] all hisdays.
30 "A man shall not take his father's wife, nor uncover his father's bed. (NKJ)
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Surely verses 28 and 29 deal with a so-called "one night stand" quite clearly, even wherethegirl does

not consent. The man must pay restitution and he may not divorce her al hisdays. Surely thatisasimple
message, there is no such thing as "sex before marriage”, there is no such thing as experimenting to find the

right partner. It iseither marriage or it isfornication. Thereis nothing unclear about this. Y et, in order
to support Satan's false doctrine of enforced monogamy men and women in the
church have created a false marriage rite in order to permit women who are not
virginsto marry men who do not know the difference and both can goto HELL or
at thevery least haveapart in thelakeof fireand brimstone. Isthisnot an appalling
abomination?

| pray that by now you will have no doubt about the truth and that you will be
startingtorecognizetheenor mouseter nal consequencesof thisfalsedoctrine. There
aremillions, if not billions, of soulsin Hell and millions, if not billions, of otherswho
have a part in the lake of fire and brimstone as a consequence of thislie. Further-
mor e millions, if not billions, of lives have been destroyed in thislife. Hundreds of
millions, if not billions, of others including Moslems and Jews, knowing the truth
about marriage havebeen totally per suaded that so-called Christianity isof the devil
and, on this score, they have been ABSOLUTELY RIGHT!

a. A"ONENIGHT STAND" WITH A VIRGINISMARRIAGE IN THE SIGHT OF GOD!

Supplementing this scripture, Exodus 22:16-17 states:

16 " If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall
surely pay the bride-price for her to be hiswife.

17 "If her father utterly refusesto give her to him, he shall pay money according to the
bride-price of virgins. (NKJ)

So here we see that in the case of so-called "consenting adults” aone night stand still constitutes marriage
but with the caveat that the father could object which, it might be argued, could apply also to Deuteronomy
22:28-29.

b. A FATHER CAN ANNUL A CLANDESTINE UNION THE DAY HE HEARSOF IT
Thismust beread in conjunction with Number s 30:1-16:

1 Then Mosesspoketo the heads of thetribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, "Thisisthe
thing which the LORD has commanded:

2 "lf aman vows avow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall
not break hisword; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

3 " Or if awoman vowsavow to the LORD, and binds herself by some agreement
whilein her father'shousein her youth,

4 "and her father hears her vow and the agreement by which she has bound
herself, and her father holds his peace, then all her vows shall stand, and every
agreement with which she has bound herself shall stand.
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5 "Butif her father overrulesher on the day that he hears, then none of her
vows nor her agreements by which she has bound herself shall stand; and the

LORD will release her, because her father overruled her.,

6 "But if indeed she takes a husband, while bound by her vows or by a rash utterance from her lips
by which she bound her self,

7 "and her husband hears it, and makes no response to her on the day that he hears, then her vows
shall stand, and her agreements by which she bound herself shall stand.

8 "Butif her husband overrulesher on the day that he hearsit, he shall make void her vow which she
vowed and what she uttered with her lips, by which she bound herself, and the LORD will release
her.

9 "Alsoanyvow of awidow or a divorced woman, by which she hasbound her self, shall stand against
her.

10 "If she vowed in her husband's house, or bound herself by an agreement with an oath,

11 "and her husband heard it, and made no responseto her and did not overrule her, then all her vows
shall stand, and every agreement by which she bound herself shall stand.

12 " But if her husband truly made them void on the day he heard them, then
whatever proceeded from her lips concerning her vows or concerning the
agreement binding her, it shall not stand; her husband has made them void, and
the LORD will forgive her.

13 "Every vow and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband may confirmit, or her husband
may make it void.

14 "Now if her husband makes no response whatever to her from day to day, then he confirms all her
vows or all the agreements that bind her; he confirms them, because he made no response to her
on the day that he heard them.

15 " But if hedoes makethem void after he hasheard them, then he
shall bear her guilt."

16 These are the statutes which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, and
between a father and his daughter in her youth in her father's house. (NKJ)

It isclear that thefather hasthe prerogative to overrule his daughter making atruly unwise match on the day
that he hears that she has had sex with her lover, not a day later.

Notealsothat in thescriptureabove, thefather bearsher guilt. In other words, this
isnot something to be taken lightly, it ssemsthat the father will be judged for the
daughter'ssin asthough hewasthe guilty party! Isthisnot adirect shadow of our
husband, theLord JesusChrist, dying to take our sin that we might livel Againthe
imagery ispowerful! How can we persist with our false doctrines concerning " one
night stands' when Jesus hasdied to set usfree from our sin!

c. VIRGINITY LOST IN A ONE NIGHT STAND PRECLUDES MARRIAGE
Exodus 22:16-17, cited above is unclear whether that woman could subsequently remarry.

The fact that the man who took her virginity must pay the bride price would appear to indicate that the
young woman would not be eligibleto marry again. Keep in mind that, in the context of the above passages
from Deuteronomy 22, if the thing is not found out and the man who took her by force does not marry her,
the girl may never marry. The same applies to the girl who was enticed in Exodus 22.
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Deuteronomy 22:13-21, cited in section 8, page 19 states:

13 "If any man takes a wife, and goesin to her, and detests her,
14 "and charges her with shameful conduct, and brings a bad name on her, and says, 'l took this
woman, and when | came to her | found she was not a virgin,’

20 "But if the thing is true, and evidences of virginity are not found for the young woman,
21 "then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her father's house, and the men of
her city shall stoneher to death with stones, because she hasdone a disgraceful

thingin lsrael, to play the harlot in her father'shouse; so you shall put away the evil from
among you.

Clearly awoman who has been involved in a"one night stand” will not pass thistest. Keep in mind that
once the seal of virginity is broken there is no way that any other man can know for certain whether the

woman is free to marry or not. Accordingly, in principle, it would appear that any father
who refused to per mit hisdaughter to marry the man who had seduced her would
do so knowing that he (the father) would have to support hisdaughter for therest
of her days.

d. JUDAH AND TAMAR ASAN EXAMPLE OF A"ONE NIGHT STAND"
The case of Judah and Tamar provides useful confirmation of these conclusions:
Genesis 38:6-30 reports:

6 Then Judah took a wife for Er hisfirstborn, and her name was Tamar.

7 But Er, Judah'sfirstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD killed him.

8 And Judah said to Onan, "Go in to your brother'swife and marry her, and raise up an heir to your
brother."

9 But Onan knew that the heir would not be his; and it came to pass, when hewent in to hisbrother's
wife, that he emitted on the ground, lest he should give an heir to his brother.

10 And the thing which he did displeased the LORD; therefore He killed him also.

11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, " Remain a widow in your father's house
till my son Shelah isgrown.” For he said, " Lest he also die as his brothers did."

And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house.

12 Now inthe process of time the daughter of Shua, Judah's wife, died; and Judah was comforted, and
went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite.

13 Anditwastold Tamar, saying, "Look, your father-in-lawisgoing up to Timnah to shear hissheep.”
14 So shetook off her widow's garments, covered herself with a veil and wrapped herself, and sat in
an open place which was on the way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not
given to him as a wife.

15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her face.

16 Then heturned to her by theway, and said, " Please let me comeinto you"; for he did not know that
she was his daughter-in-law. So she said, "What will you give me, that you may come in to me?"

17 And he said, "I will send you a young goat fromthe flock.” So she said, "Will you give me a pledge
till you send it?"

18 Then hesaid, "What pledge shall | giveyou?" So shesaid, "Your signet and cord, and your staff that
isin your hand." Then he gave themto her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him.
19 So she arose and went away, and laid aside her veil and put on the garments of her widowhood.
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20 And Judah sent the young goat by the hand of hisfriend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from
the woman's hand, but he did not find her.

21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, "Whereisthe harlot who was openly by the roadside?"
And they said, "There was no harlot in this place.”

22 And hereturned to Judah and said, "1 cannot find her. Also, the men of the place said there was no
harlot in this place.”

23 Then Judah said, "Let her take them for herself, lest we be shamed; for | sent this young goat and
you have not found her."

24 And it cameto pass, about three months after, that Judah wastold, saying, " Tamar your daughter-
in-law has played the harlot; furthermore sheiswith child by harlotry.” So Judah said, "Bring her out
and let her be burned!"

25 When shewas brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, saying, " By the man to whomthese bel ong,
| amwith child." And she said, " Please deter mine whose these are-- the signet and cord, and staff.”
26 So Judah acknowledged them and said, " She has been more righteous than 1,

because | did not give her to Shelah my son." And he never knew her again.

27 Now it came to pass, at the time for giving birth, that behold, twins were in her womb.

28 And so it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took a
scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, " This one came out first."

29 Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said,
"How did you break through? This breach be upon you!" Therefore his name was called Perez.

30 Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his name was called
Zerah. (NKJ)

Here we see that Judah had promised Tamar his widowed daughter-in-law that she would marry his third
son when that son was old enough. However, he broke hisvow. Since Tamar had no hope of marrying any
other man but Judah's son, it appears that she took the desperate step of posing as a harlot in order to trap
Judah and secure a covering for herself in her old age.

The key principle contained in this scriptureisthat, while the Word of God prevents a man from marrying
his daughter-in-law, Judah, once he realised that he had had intercourse with Tamar accepted responsibility
for her FOR LIFE! This principleis confirmed in the case of Jacob and Leah discussed in section 59, page

167. How different our society would be today if every many who had inter cour se
with awoman who wasavirgin or a widow understood AND ACCEPTED that he
was responsible for her well-being for life, even if he was drunk or she had
inter cour se with him while he dlept or under false pretences!

e. THE APPARENT DILEMMA OF SAMSON'SNIGHT WITH A HARLOT

Judges 16:1-4 reports:

1 Then Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.

2 When the Gazites were told, " Samson has come here!" they surrounded the place and lay in wait
for him all night at the gate of the city. They were quiet all night, saying, "In the morning, when it is
daylight, we will kill him."

3 And Samson lay low till midnight; then he arose at midnight, took hold of the
doors of the gate of the city and the two gateposts, pulled them up, bar and all, put

them on his shoulders, and carried them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.
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4 Afterwardit happenedthat heloved awoman in theValley of Sorek, whosename
was Ddlilah. (NKJ)

Here we see Samson, a Judge of Israel, dedicated to God before His birth, anointed as adeliverer of Israel,
with supernatural strength imparted by the Spirit of God, going in to a harlot, despite all that scripture says
about adultery. Yet, when he left the Spirit of God had not left him. One almost get's the impression that
God was not particularly concerned with Samson's sin.

However, remember that God islongsuffering. Numbers 14:18 states:

18 'The LORD islongsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression;

but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children
to the third and fourth generation.’ (NKJ)

We see here that the Lord 1S longsuffering BUT he no means clears the guilty

*'k/

18. IMPLICATIONSOF THE NEW COVENANT

It certainly seems to be the case under the Mosaic covenant that a woman who has lost her virginity, other
than awidow of known origin or a divorcee where the divorce resulted from the sin of the husband, who is
not avirgin, could never marry.

Under the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ we are faced with the very real possibility of women
coming to salvation having been sexually promiscuous previously. | do not think that thereisany doubt that
provided she is made aware of her sin and truly repents, she WILL be forgiven. Our experiencein ministry
however indicates that the Lord will still require her to be faithful to the man she was married to athe time
she came to salvation. Whether thisisthe man who took her virginity or the man sheislegaly married to
is something that only the Lord can determine, on a case by case basis. We have ministered to a woman,
married to an unbeliever, who the Lord clearly led to divorce and then showed her that she had been seduced
under hypnosis over twenty years ago by a man who was now a believer and who was still, in the sight of
God, her husband. In other words, she had been legally married in the eyes of the church and the state but
living in adultery in the sight of God for over twenty years AND had borne a child to the man she had called
her husband.

Asonecomesto fully appreciate the enormousimplications of thisoneinstance, one must truly acknowledge
that His ways are not our ways. |saiah 55:6-9 states:

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Himwhile He is near.

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD,
and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.

8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," says the
LORD.

9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts. (NKJ)
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On the other hand, we have ministered to other women, some of whom have been trapped in sexual sin and
fornication for years after coming to salvation, some as aconsegquence of demonic oppression and blood line
curses carried into the New Life as a consequence of inadequate ministry and deliverance when they made
acommitment, others simply out of ignorance of the principles set out in this document. Itistruly alarming
to discover how many deeply committed Christians really do not know the virginity is sacred and that sex
equates to marriage. They find themselves in bondage, repeatedly trapped by their sexual needs and often
by unsaved men who take advantage of their desperate need for sexual fulfillment in an agony of conviction
and repentance followed by further sin. In such cases, once presented with the true scriptural facts and
brought to true repentance our Lord extends bountiful mercy and grace.

On one occasion we ministered to a woman in her mid-twenties who had been sexually abused by a close
relation at the age of fourteen and who had been in a variety of sexua relationships ever since. As she
confessed her sins, repented, received forgivenessand prayed for the cutting off of all one-flesh bonds, person
by person, (refer section 43, page 124) she had a vision in which God showed her that he had restored her
virginity. Sadly, with no Christian man willing to extend his covering to her, (refer section 51, page 136) she
fell back afew weeks later into a sexual relationship with an unbeliever. What her standing in the sight of
God istoday, | do not know, | do know that | was subsequently greatly convicted of my hardness of heart
in not being willing to stand in the gap for her and take her as my wife!

In any case where aman is considering taking a woman who is not physically avirgin as his wife | would
counsel careful prayer. Thiswould be particularly important in our present social situation as it would be
quite likely that the father tacitly accepted that there was a sexual relationship for some time before he
confronted it and it seems clear to me that thisis not the intent of this scripture.

19. MODERN COURTSHIP, PETTING AND THE LIKE BEFORE MARRIAGE WERE NOT
ENVISAGED BY GOD

Clearly the above scriptures, taken with other comments el sewhere suggest that any significant form of dating
or courtship aswe know it today was NOT envisaged by Y ahweh when He created mankind! Certainly any
form of kissing or heavy petting would seem to be reserved for the wedding night. Not because Heisunjust
but because He intended that pleasure to be reserved for the marriage bed and He did NOT intend men and
women to wait for years after they reached scripturally marriageable age for "mister right” or "miss right"
or their "soul mate" or "life partner" to come along.

200 THELORD'STRUEINTENTION: MARRIAGE ISDESIGNED TO WORK

Can we other than conclude that the Lord's true intention for marriage was that he guaranteed it to work, as
long as husband and wife were both believers and were both in submission to the TRUE Word of God.

He intended a woman to marry a man who was available and, in broad terms,
suitable within the constraints of therequirements set out elsewherein scripture, in
particular that they should both be believers. Other than this, aslong asthey both
under stood that marriagewasfor life, that therewasno performance pressure, that
lust was not a consideration and that, should the relationship be incomplete, the
husband wasfreetotakeadditional wives, Yahweh, in Hiswisdom had provided the
one flesh bond, soul ties and other spiritual functions to ensure that the marriage
would work! Surely there are grounds in these scriptures to warrant a radical
rethink in doctrine in virtually every area of teaching concerning marriage and
relations between men and women in the body of Christ?
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21. CRITICAL CONCLUSION: GOD'SDEFINITION OF ADULTERY ACCEPTSTHAT AMAN
MAY HAVE MORE THAN ONEWIFE BUT REQUIRESTHAT AWOMANMAY HAVE SEX
WITH ONLY ONE MAN

| sincerely pray that after you have read the preceding chapter you will have no doubt that scripture permits
aman to have more than one wife and that adultery is sexual intercourse with awoman who is not avirgin
unless God has explicitly released her to marry another man as an act of Grace.

If you still have reservations, | pray that the following chapters will resolve your doubts. If you doubt the
massive impact of adultery on the life of an individual in this life, section 81, page 201, presents a case
history of a man who was trapped into adultery. It provides a chilling perspective on the long term
consequences of adultery, even after repentance and truly demonstrates that adultery isindeed a sin against
your own body.
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: CHAPTER 4

SCRIPTURAL DIVORCE

Having examined in great detail the scriptures on adultery and determined that much of what is currently
regarded asdivorceisnot, it is necessary that we now more closely investigate God's definition of divorce. As
wedo thisitisvita that we approach this subject NOT with alegalistic view but with aview to understanding
God's HEART on the matter.

As | write, | am acutely aware that both my wife and | are divorced by the leading of the Holy Spirit and
remarried by Hisguidance. Inthissection | will endeavour to assist readers to understand what seem to meto
be some of the critical challenges relating to divorce within the Body of Christ in this age.

| must also stress that as you read further in this book you will cometo realize that, as set out so eloquently in
the passage "Wow! So that's how Jesus loves me!, reproduced in Appendix Q, page 281, God's plan for
marriageisinfinitely better than we know it to be and He has provided supernatural mechanismsto ensure that
Godly marriage WILL WORK AND WILL BE GOOD. We must simply understand those mechanisms and
learn how to apply themin our lives by the leading of the Holy Spirit. Itismy prayer that by the time you have
read Chapter 6, starting on page 122, which discusses numerous scriptures relating to marriage issues you will
understand that there is a wealth of scripture which will assist you to achieve God's plan for your CURRENT
marriage. Application of these scriptures requires that you and your spouse commit yourselves 100% to doing
things God's way, to recognize that if things are not working it is because thereis a problem on your side NOT
with God. If you will tackle this wholeheartedly by FAITH with a commitment to God to work it out, | have
no doubt that the marriage that will await you on the other side of this Jordan will truly be aland flowing with
milk and honey! A land of great joy and blessing which will be atrue witnessto the people of God AND to the
people of thisworld!

22. PUTTING AWAY VERSUSDIVORCE
Malachi 2:1-17 states:

1 "And now, O priests, this commandment is for you.

2 If youwill not hear, and if you will not take it to heart, to give glory to My name,” says the LORD of
hosts, "I will send a curse upon you, and | will curse your blessings. Yes, | have cursed them already,
because you do not take it to heart.

3 "Behold, | will rebuke your descendants and spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your solemn
feasts; and one will take you away with it.

4 Then you shall know that | have sent this commandment to you, that My covenant with Levi may
continue," says the LORD of hosts.

5 "My covenant was with him, one of life and peace, and | gave themto himthat he might fear Me; so he
feared Me and was reverent before My name.

6 Thelaw of truth wasin his mouth, and injustice was not found on hislips. He walked with Me in peace
and equity, and turned many away from iniquity.
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7 "For thelipsof a priest should keep knowl edge, and people should seek the law from his mouth; for he
is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.

8 But you have departed fromthe way; you have caused many to stumble at the law. You have corrupted
the covenant of Levi," says the LORD of hosts.

9 "Thereforel also have made you contemptible and base beforeall the peopl e, because you have not kept
My ways but have shown partiality in the law."

10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously with one
another by profaning the covenant of the fathers?

11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in I srael
and in Jerusalem, for Judah has profaned the LORD'S holy institution which He
loves: he has married the daughter of a foreign god.

12 May the LORD cut off fromthe tents of Jacob the man who does this, being awake and aware, yet who
brings an offering to the LORD of hosts!

13 And this is the second thing you do: you cover the altar of the LORD with tears, with
weeping and crying; so He does not regard the offering anymore, nor receive it with
goodwill from your hands.

14  Yetyou say, " For what reason?" Because the LORD has been witness between
you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacheroudly; yet sheis
your companion and your wife by covenant.

15 But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one?
He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal
treacherously with the wife of hisyouth.

16 "For the LORD God of Israel says that He hates divorce, for it covers one's
garment with violence," saysthe LORD of hosts. " Therefore take heed to your spirit,
that you do not deal treacheroudly."

17 You have wearied the LORD with your words; yet you say, "In what way have we wearied Him?" In
that you say, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights in them," or,
"Whereisthe God of justice?" (NKJ)

This passage of scripture specifically states that God hates divorce, it also states that marriage to daughters
of aforeign God, that is unbelievers, is an abomination in God's sight. It also condemns those who pervert
the Word of God by saying that those who do evil are good in the sight of the Lord. Thereis much in this
passage for the modern church to consider in the light of what is presented in this book.

In theKing JamesVersion, Malachi 2:16 statesthat God hates" Putting Away" rather than divor ce:

16 For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with
hisgarment, saith the LORD of hosts:. ther efor e take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.

(KIV)

Most other translations use the word "divorce" instead of "putting away". Thereisadifferencein scripture.
Appendix K, page 267, lists al scriptures in which the word "divorce" or it's derivatives is used in most
translations but which the King James translates as "put away" or a derivative thereof. It isimportant to
understand that thereisaclear distinction between putting away (sending awife away for areason that is not
scriptural) and divorce of awife for scriptural reasons as set out below.

Matthew 19:9in theKing JamesVersion summarizesour Lord'sposition on putting away succinctly:
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19 "And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall

marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery.” (KJV)

Thuswe seethat Jesus Himself declares putting away to be wrong in the sight of God and declares that those
who put away for reasons other than fornication (physical or spiritual) on the part of the other partner will
be committing adultery.

Mark 10:1-12 in the King James Version states:

1 And he arose fromthence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the
people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.

2 AndthePhariseescameto him, and asked him, Isit lawful for amanto put away hiswife? tempting
him.

3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?

And they said, M oses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.
And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.
But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;

And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.

9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.

11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery
against her.

12 Andif awoman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery. (KJV)

0O ~NO 01 b~

This passage does not include the reference to porneia (fornication) contained in Matthew 5:32,
Matthew 19:9, as discussed in section 12.a, page 47, as grounds for divorce, however, it servesto place the
discussion init's proper context. Note that in verse 2 the Pharisees ask Jesus "Isit lawful for a man to put
away hiswife". When Jesus asks in verse 3 what Moses commanded, they reply in verse 4 that "Moses
suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.” This is a distortion of the scriptures, as
Deuteronomy 24:1 clearly states :

1 "Whenaman takesawifeand marriesher, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because

he hasfound someUNcleannessin her, and hewrites her a certificate of divorce,
putsit in her hand, and sends her out of his house, (NKJ)

The key concept here is "uncleanness’ which is defined in more detail in section 23, page 84 as being
comparable to "fornication™ or "porneid’ in Matthew. Thisisdistinctly different to "putting away" which
relates to sending the wife out of the house for little or no reason. It appearsthat in Jesus time the Pharisees
had so corrupted the Word of God that uncleannesswas being takeninit'swidest and most liberal sense. All
Jesus did in Mark 10, Matthew 5 and Matthew 19 was to set the record straight about what the Mosaic Law
ACTUALLY stated. Inparticular, in Mark 10:2, where the question specifically relates to putting away, the
correct answer isthat aman may NOT put away hiswife, asreported. However, if thereisfornication, aman
may DIVORCE hiswife.

We seethe samedistinction in 1 Corinthians 7:10-16 in the King James Version:
10 And unto the married | command, yet not |, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her
husband:
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11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband:

and let not the husband put away hiswife.

12 But to therest speak |, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased
to dwell with him, let him not put her away.

13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her
not leave him.

14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the
husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under
bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. (KJv)

This passage refersto wivesdeparting or husbands putting away their wives. Again, insuch casesthewoman

is told that She may NOT remarry, she must remain single or else return to her husband.
Clearly thisis again referring to separation which is NOT related to fornication / porneia or uncleanness as
discussed elsewhere in this chapter. On the other hand if an UNBELIEVING spouse departs the believing
spouse isfreeto marry again BUT it isNOT for the believing spouse to depart UNLESS there is porneial

Section 12, page 84, contains adetailed discussion of adultery and porneia, the treachery which will giverise
to ascriptural basisfor divorce. Any "divorce" which does not result from porneia (fornication / treachery)

isnot divorce, itis" putting away" . Thevast majority of so-called divorcesin theworld
today arenot divor cethey ar e putting away and ther eforethe vast majority of those
who consider themselvesdivor ced and whohaveremarried arelivingin adultery and
may well be on their way to a part in thelake of fireand brimstonefor eternity.

It should be clearly apparent to all readers that a man taking a second or additional wivesisnot porneiaand
istherefore not grounds for divorce. A woman who leaves her husband because he has taken another wife
has no scriptural basis to do that and a man who leaves his wife because he has found another woman also
has no scriptural basis. They are married in the sight of God and remain married after the husband has taken
other wives.

Asaconsequenceof thefalsedoctrineof enfor ced monogamy it appear sthat millions,
if not billions, of soulsmay well beon their way to experienceapartinthelakeof fire
and brimstone and many well meaning pastors and church leaders may find
themselvesfacing a sever ejudgment for preachingliesand causing many to stumble.

Mark 9:42-44 states:

42 " But whoever causes one of theselittle oneswho believein Meto stumble, it would
bebetter for him if amillstonewere hung around hisneck, and hewerethrown into

the sea.

43 "If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than
having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched--

44 "where 'Their worm does not die, and the fireis not quenched.' (NKJ)

23. SCRIPTURAL DIVORCE
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The previous section defines the difference between putting away and divorce. In particular it is noted that
a large number of the verses which in most trandations refer to "divorce” in actual fact refer to "putting
away". Accordingly, most of what is referred to as "divorce" in the church today is, in fact, putting away.

Truescriptural divorceisdefined in Deuteronomy 24:1-4:

1 "Whenaman takes awifeand marries her, and it happensthat she finds no favor in his eyes because

he hasfound someuncleannessin her, and hewritesher a certificate of divorce,

putsit in her hand, and sends her out of hishouse,

"when she has departed from his house, and goes and becomes another man's wife,

"if the latter husband detests her and writes her a certificate of divorce, putsit in her hand, and sends

her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her as his wife,

4 "then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after she has been
defiled; for that isan abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. (NKJ)

W N

Theword " uncleanness', Strong's number 6172 “ervah- isdefined by Brown-Driver-Brigg's as.

nakedness, nudity, shame, pudenda, genitalia

a) pudenda (implying shameful exposure)

b) nakedness of a thing, indecency, improper behavior
c) exposed, undefended (figurative)

This is the same word trandated " hakedness" throughout Leviticus 18 and 20 quoted in section 14,
page 54 with regard to sexual sin. This would seem to correlate closely with the word "pornei@’ used by
Jesus in Matthew 19:9 reported in section 21, 22, page 81. In other words, in Matthew 19:9 and the other
related scriptures in the "New Testament”, Jesus was simply confirming and elaborating on Deuteronomy
24:1 by saying that divorceisonly permitted in the event of "uncleanness’ or "porneid" and that putting away
awife under other conditionsis not divorceit is putting away and therefore gives rise to adultery.

It seems clear to me that with this understanding much of the confusion about what constitutes scriptural
divorce should be cleared up. Divorceis NOT permitted if a man takes another wife unless he failsto take
care of thefirst wife as discussed with regard to Exodus 21:10 in section 30, page 97. Itisalso not permitted
if either spouse decides they no longer love one another, as discussed in section 26, 66, page 89, 182 with
regard to Deuteronomy 21:15-17. Itisonly permitted in the case of significant and persistent unfaithfulness
or treachery. In practice for the Christian and speaking from experience, it seems that Y ahweh will only
permit a Christian man or woman to divorce after many years of seeking to hea the marriage and fervent
prayer and intercession for the sinning spouse. We have a"new and better covenant” (Hebrews 8:6):

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better
covenant, which was established on better promises. (NKJ)

Surely moreis expected of usin the area of marriage? We have the Holy Spirit dwelling within the temple
of God within us, we have tongues and the gifts of the Spirit, we have the atoning sacrifice of Jesus for our
sin's, we have the name of Jesusto use in our petitions to the Father and in taking authority over the forces
of darkness. Overall, we surely have much more going for us than the people of "Old Testament” times and
therefore more is expected of us.

Consider Luke 12:42-51:
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42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over
his household, to give them their portion of food in due season?

43 "Blessed isthat servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.

44 "Truly, | say to you that he will make himruler over all that he has.

45 "But if that servant saysin his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,” and begins to beat the male
and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk,

46 "the master of that servant will come on a day when heis not looking for him, and at an hour when he
isnot aware, and will cut himin two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

47 " And that servant who knew his master'swill, and did not prepare himself or do according to hiswill,
shall be beaten with many stripes.

48 "But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For
everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom
much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.

49 " | cameto send fire on the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled!
50 "But | have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed | am till it is accomplished!
51 "Do you suppose that | came to give peace on earth? | tell you, not at all, but rather division. (NKJ)

Surely itisclear " For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required;

and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask themore" , furthermore, Jesus
saysthat He cameto "send fire on the earth” and that He did NOT come to bring peace on earth!! Doesthis
not tell us that being a Christian will be more demanding than being a Jew before the time of Jesus. Does
it aso not tell usthat Christianswill be more severely judged? Can we not therefore infer that more will be
required before Y ahweh permits us to divorce?

| must most sincerely counsel any person considering divorceto reconsider their position carefully and only
proceed with secular divorce if they are ABSOLUTELY certain that it is Yahweh's will for their lives.
Likewise, it seemsto me that people who are divorced in the sight of the state may not always be divorced
inthesight of God. For example, a speeding ticket i ssued to aperson who was not speeding can be squashed
in court. In the same way, a certificate of divorce for which there is no scriptural basis may be squashed in
the court of heaven! Insuch acaseit could be concelvable that Y ahweh would require the spousesto return
to one another and confess and repent of their adultery!

Taking Deuteronomy 24:1 further, a Christian man who has God's permission to divorce may issue a
"certificate of divorce" immediately although legally he would still need to go through the legal divorce
process in order to remove all yoke's between himself and his former wife. It would appear that a woman
seeking a divorce is likely to require to go through the full legal divorce process in order to obtain a
certificate of divorce. How shewould act if her husband refusesto give her a certificate of divorce but God
tells her to divorce is uncertain - it would appear that she would have to walk by faith in this situation.

24. THE WIFE OF ONE'SYOUTH CONTRASTED WITH THE IMMORAL WOMAN
Prover bs 5:1-23 states:

My son, pay attention to my wisdom; lend your ear to my understanding,
That you may preserve discretion, and your lips may keep knowledge.

For thelipsof an immoral woman drip honey, and her mouth is smoother than oil;
But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.

Her feet go down to death, her stepslay hold of hell.
Lest you ponder her path of life-- her ways are unstable; you do not know them.
Therefore hear me now, my children, and do not depart from the words of my mouth.

~N~No U hwWNR
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8 Remove your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her house,

9 Lest you give your honor to others, and your yearsto the cruel one;

10 Lest aliens befilled with your wealth, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner;

11 And you mourn at last, when your flesh and your body are consumed,

12 And say: "How | have hated instruction, and my heart despised correction!

13 | have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me!

14 | was on the verge of total ruin, in the midst of the assembly and congregation.”

15 Drink water from your own cistern, and running water from your own well.

16  Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, streams of water in the streets?

17 Let them be only your own, and not for strangerswith you.

18 Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your youth.

19 Asaloving deer and a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you at all times; and
always be enraptured with her love.

20 For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, and be embraced in the arms of a
seductress?

21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and He ponders all his paths.

22 Hisown iniquities entrap the wicked man, and he is caught in the cords of hissin.

23 Heshall diefor lack of instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. (NKJ)

We see here a stark contrast between the impact of adultery or fornication OR unGodly so-called
"remarriage” and marriage to the wife of one's youth about whom it is said "As a loving deer and a
graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you at all times; and always be enraptured with her
love."

Clearly the statements here with regard to the wife of one'syouth assumethat sheisNOT animmora woman
otherwise Jesusis quite clear, the husband is entitled to divorce her and, in the light of the statementsin this
proverb, such ahusband should have no difficulty in deciding that the marriage should cometo anend. This
same reverse principle of understanding the definition of an immoral woman, one who can (and should) be
divorced can be applied to other scriptures.

Consider also Proverbs 7:1-27:

My son, keep my words, and treasure my commands within you.

Keep my commands and live, and my law as the apple of your eye.

Bind them on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart.

Say to wisdom, "You are my sister,” and call understanding your nearest kin,

That they may keep you from theimmoral woman, from the seductresswho flatters

with her words.

6 For at the window of my house | looked through my lattice,

7 And saw among the simple, | perceived among the youths, a young man devoid of under standing,

8 Passing along the street near her corner; and he took the path to her house

9 Inthetwilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night.

10 And there awoman met him, with the attire of a harlot, and a crafty heart.

11 Shewasloud and rebellious, her feet would not stay at home,

12 At times shewas outside, at timesin the open square, Lurking at every corner.

13  So shecaught him and kissed him; with an impudent face she said to him:
14 "I have peace offerings with me; today | have paid my vows.

15 So | came out to meet you, diligently to seek your face, and | have found you.

16 | have spread my bed with tapestry, Colored coverings of Egyptian linen.

17 | have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
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18 Come, let ustake our fill of love until morning; let us delight ourselves with love.

19 For my husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey;,

20 He hastaken a bag of money with him, and will come home on the appointed day."

21  With her enticing speech she caused him to yield, with her flattering lips she

seduced him.

22 Immediately he went after her, asan ox goesto the slaughter, or asafool to the correction of the stocks,
23 Till an arrow struck hisliver. Asa bird hastens to the snare, he did not know it would cost hislife.
24 Now therefore, listen to me, my children; pay attention to the words of my mouth:

25 Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, do not stray into her paths;

26 For she has cast down many wounded, and all who were slain by her were strong men.

27 Her houseisthe way to hell, descending to the chambers of death. (NKJ)

Clearly such awoman is anything but avirtuous wife, asdiscussed in section 42, page 123 and is reasonably
not the sort of woman that a man should or would want to remain married to.

By extension it would appear that a person of either gender married to a spouse who is an active, practising
witch, wizard or Satanist would almost certainly be permitted by the Lord to divorce. Although, eveninsuch
cases | would council that the spouse concerned should seek the Lord's guidance. There are testimonies of
believing spouseswho have faithfully served their unbelieving spousesfor decades with the love of God and
have finally been rewarded by seeing their loved ones come to salvation, sometimes when one or other
spouse is on their death bed. What treasure it must be to see the soul of aloved one in heaven for eternity
inreturn for having laid down one'slifein prayer and service. There can be no general rule, only God knows
the heart of man and only He can determine the point at which a woman who is joined to a man can be
separated.

25. CASESWHERE PUTTING AWAY ISPROHIBITED

In various sections of this book certain scriptures have been cited where a man may never "put away" his
wife:

Deuteronomy 22:16-19 in the King James Version states:

16 And the damsel's father shall say unto the elders, | gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he
hateth her;

17 And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, | found not thy daughter a maid; and
yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the
city.

18 And the elders of that city shall take that man and chastise him;

19 And they shall amerce himin an hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel,
because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be hiswife; he may not

put her away all his days. (KJv)
A man who falsely accuses his wife of not being a virgin may never put her away.
Consider also Deuteronomy 22:28-29 in the King James version:
28 If aman find a damsel that isa virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her,

and they be found;
29 Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall

be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days. (KJv)
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A man who takes the virginity of awoman may never put her away.

Clearly, in neither case does this prevent a man from DIVORCING awoman for fornication / porneia.

26. THE UNLOVED WIFE

One of the most difficult scriptures for the modern church to accept in the context of what istaught in these
pages must surely be the provisions for an unloved wife:

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 states:

15 "If a man has two wives, one loved and the other unloved, and they have borne him
children, both the loved and the unloved, and if the firstborn son is of her who is unloved,

16 "thenit shall be, on the day he bequeaths his possessionsto hissons, that he must not bestow firstborn
status on the son of the loved wife in preference to the son of the unloved, the true firstborn.

17 "But he shall acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as thefirstborn by giving hima double portion
of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his. (NKJ)

Here we have another passage with explicit provision for aman to have two wives at least.

In addition, we have explicit provision for one of those wives to be unloved!!! Surely this must squash
the idea of one perfect partner, the idealistic searching for wife after wife and husband after husband,
scrapping each previous relationship in the process. Surely we are clearly taught by the scriptures recorded
in these pages that once a man has married a woman they are married for life barring some very specific

situations which permit divorce? However those situations are such that theimplication is
that one partner isalmost certainly irrevocably committed to spend eternity in Hell
and isdragging theother partner down with them! In most other casesdivorceisnot
an option and those that remarry after such a form of "divorce", in actual fact
" putting away", are committing adultery. Surely the response of the disciplesto
Jesusin Matthew 19:10-11, ringstrue:

10 Hisdisciples said to Him, "If such is the case of the man with his wife, it IS better not to marry."
11 But He said to them, " All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given: (NKJ)

Perhapsit isbetter not tomarry? Itiscertainly better not tomarry lightly or hastily
or for the wrong reasons.

It iscertainly necessary beforemarriagethat wesear ch our heartsin order tobeclear
that we are indeed making a life-time commitment.

It is certainly critical that we pray diligently to the Father in the name of the Son in order to ensure that the
person we intend to marry is, indeed, the person that Y ahweh would have us marry and that the time for
marriage is as we have understood it.
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It is certainly vital that we "lean not to our own understanding”, Prover bs 3:5:
5 Trustinthe LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own under standing; (NKJ)
that we "look not to the things that are seen, but to the things that are unseen, 2 Corinthians 4:18:

18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (NKJ)

etc.

A hasty and ill-conceived marriagethat isnot of God but isborneout of lust or other
wrong motive, may well be the most eternally danger ous thing that anyone can do!

Section 81, page 201 reports a case history of aman who personally fell into the trap of arelationship, born
out of wrong thinking and wrong teaching, which lasted for twenty five years before the Almighty Creator,
in Hismercy and Hisgrace delivered him. He statesthat such arelationship isahell that he would not desire

for hisworst enemy. It isahell borneout of falsedoctrineand wrongideasresulting from
the perverted teachings that Satan has infiltrated into the Christian church over
nearly two thousand years. It isahell which | pray those who read this book will
start to take active stepsin prayer and spiritual warfareto overturn.

27. PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF DIVORCE

Insofar as divorce in the sight of God is only permissible following serious treachery or spiritual
unfaithfulness on the part of the offending spouse, those whom the Lord permitsto divorce may well require
considerable ministry with regard to spiritual, emotional and psychologica healing.

Perhaps more importantly, the case history in section 81, page 201 clearly highlights the need for certain
specific actionson aspiritual level. These are discussed from ascriptural view point in section 43, page 124
and subsequent sections.

Briefly the following minimum actions are required following divorce:

a. A formal certificate of divorce must be issued by the husband, not necessarily a court order but aletter
will suffice. However, for legal reasons a court divorce should be obtained if the couple are married by
the church or state. If they became one flesh through sexual intercourse then aletter will suffice.

If the woman is the one seeking divorce this presents certain problems for which the guidance of the Holy
Spirit should be sought. In some cases it may be acceptable for the wife to send a letter confirming a
discussion, however | can envisage situations in which there may be problems. Since we have not
ministered in all possible situationsit is not possible to give more detailed guidance at this time although
we have ministered in situations where the Lord has extended grace and treated rel ationships as terminated
without any formal contact with the other party.

b. The one flesh bond must be broken by prayer in agreement requesting the Lord to sever the tie by His
Grace. Thisisnot ademonic bond and cannot be cut and it cannot be renounced. It can only be severed
IF the Lord has permitted the divorce. The Lord should be asked to sever the bond at both ends and to
cover the resulting spiritual wound with the Blood of Jesus and to heal the wound.
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c. All marriage vowsand promises must be renounced and cut off unlessthere are promises or vowswhich
God requiresto be fulfilled.

d. The soul tie should be cut off at both ends.

e. All blood line curses and demons which passed down or transferred through the male blood line to the
female must be cut off.

f.  All curses spoken against the believing partner by the offending partner and associates must beregularly
cut off. Note that curses are not necessarily Satanic or occultic. Any swear words or curses or bad
statements made against you have spiritual force and will continue to operate against you until they are
cut off.

g. All demonstransferred between the parties must be bound and cast out but first all sin which may give
the demons the right to remain must be confessed and repented of. Thisis acomplex subject and you
are advised to consult with a prophetic minister gifted in deliverance. Note that in this day deliverance
isavery specialised prophetic ministry and there are not many who have truly in depth knowledge and
experiencein thisfield.

h.  Any familiar spirits associated with the relationship must be bound and cast out.

i. Inthe event of true divorce as a consequence of porneia it appears that God's agape love between the
couple may be dead by the time God permitsadivorce. Inthe case of adultery theindividual concerned
may find themselvesin the same situation as the person in the case history in section 81, page 201, that
is with the Agape love of God fixed in their heart towards the person with whom they committed
adultery. Inthiscase, according to my current understanding of scripture, thereisno basisto cut off this
bond of love. The only way to deal with thisbond of lovein thislifeisto direct that love to Holy Spirit
inspired prayer for the good of the object of that love AND their rightful spouse. In other words pray

for blessingsontheir marriage, healingtotheir marriage, etc. Prayer that somehow that person
may be released to marry you is VERY UNLIKELY to be the will of God, not
matter how much you love them!

28. MARRIAGE TO A DIVORCED WOMAN
a. CHALLENGESIN DETERMINING GOD'SWILL FOR MARRIAGE

Marriage to adivorced woman or, for that matter, any woman who isnot avirginisspiritually challenging.
| pray that by now you will realise that there are numerous good reasons why as a man you would not want
to consummate a relationship with awoman who isnot avirgin. The case history in section 81, page 201,
should be more than sufficient to convince you of this. Equally, if you are such awoman | would hope that
you would appreciate that thereisno way that you want to join yourself to another man unlessyou are 100%
certain that the Lord has permitted it.

My advice hasto be, unless you are totally satisfied that it is God's perfect will AND His perfect time, do
not even think about consummating a relationship with any person. In fact this applies just as much if the
woman concerned is avirgin but there are much, much greater spiritual implications of getting it wrong if
sheisnot.

As you consider this subject you will realize that it is an area that is ripe for religious, "Tamudic laws"
designed to assist you make this decision. At the end of the day there are numerous principles contained
in this document which will assist you to ascertain when it is probably NOT safe to consummate a
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relationship. But, sincethey all rely on the facts at your disposal and the completeness of the memory and
theintegrity of the woman involved, thereis no absolute guideline other than ASK THE LORD TO SHOW
YOU. Consider the cases of Jacob married to Leah, presented to him fraudulently and the case of the
woman seduced under hypnosis who only discovered over twenty years later that she was married in the
sight of God to a man she did not even remember, discussed in section 18, page 78! Only The Holy Spirit
knows the truth and only He can be trusted to guide you.

b. FLEECESAND SEEKING TOBELED BY THEHOLY SPIRIT

Thisis an areawhere | truly believe the Lord expects you to ask Him for signs and expects you to lay out
fleeces for him. By way of example, consider the sign that Eliezer requested in Genesis 24:12-14:

12 Then he said, "O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show
kindness to my master Abraham.

13 "Behold, | stand here by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out
to draw water.

14 "Now let it be that the young woman to whom | say, 'Please let down your pitcher that | may drink,'
and she says, 'Drink, and | will also give your camelsa drink'-- et her be the one You have appointed
for Your servant Isaac. And by this| will know that You have shown kindness to my master.” (NKJ)

Consider also the sign's requested by Gideon in Judges 6:36-40:

36 So Gideon said to God, "If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said--

37 "look, | shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if thereis dew on the fleece only, anditis
dry on all the ground, then | shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.”

38 And it was so. When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the
dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water.

39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once more: Let me test,
| pray, just once more with thefleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the ground let there
be dew."

40 And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground. (NKJ)

When | married my present wifel asked the Lord repeatedly for sign's. The most dramatic and most positive
which | received aweek before | married her was as follows:

i | knew that she was going to attend a church meeting at a venue which housed 5,000 people and
wheretypically at least 3,000 people could be expected to attend. She did not know that | would be
there.

ii. | knew that | had attended that venue for some years and sometimes struggled to locate people, even
if I knew they were at the meeting. Sometimes | would go for months and not see someone, then
when | met them and asked them where they had been they would tell me they had been at every
meeting.

iii. | asked the Lord that if it was Hiswill for meto marry her He would arrange for meto meet her in away
that | would know it was from Him and if it was not Hiswill for me to marry her that he would ensure
that | did not meet her.

iv. When | arrived | was led to sit in my car for about ten minutes. Eventually | entered the service nearly
ten minutes after it started and, as | was walking amongst a sea of people along a broad aisle, a person
came towards me and forced me to step aside. As| did so avoice exclamed my namein my ear. |
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looked down and then to the side and | was about ten centimeters from standing on the toe of my bride
to bel

V. Subsequently she told me that she had only been in that seat for about a minute!

As a consequence of thiswe both had ahigh level of confidence that it wasthe Lord'swill for usto marry.
Nevertheless we both prayed repeatedly for further signs in the days that followed and, before we
consummated the marriage we knelt at the side of the bed and asked the Lord to show usif it was hiswill
for usto marry or not. At that point the anointing of the Holy Spirit and the Power of God fell upon both
of us and we consummated the marriage in His presence and under His anointing.

In considering what tests to lay before the Lord one should be wary of presumption or foolishness. Pray
reverently and ask the Lord for guidance. Confess your own inability to discern Hiswill in the matter and
ask Him to show you what tests to apply. Generally afleece needsto be something which in the natural is
so unlikely to occur that it could only come about by God, thisisacharacteristic of all thetests given above.
A young woman in Isaac's day would not normally give water to a stranger, let alone water his camels al so.
Dew does not normally fall only on a fleece or fall on everything other than afleece. A person does not
normally nearly walk into someone they are hoping to meet in a 5,000 seat auditorium without looking
carefully.

Generally it is wise to ask for more than one indication, particularly in the case of marriage where the
consequences of an error are potentially disastrousin thislife AND the next.

It isvital not to pray out loud when you speak to the Lord about these thingsand it isaso vital that you do
not communicate or write down what you have asked Him.

Genesis 24:42-45 reports Eliezer as saying:

42 "And thisday | came to the well and said, 'O LORD God of my master Abraham, if You will now
prosper the way in which | go,

43 'behold, | stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes out to
draw water, and | say to her, "Please give me a little water from your pitcher to drink,"

44 'and she saysto me, "Drink, and | will draw for your camels also,"-- let her be the woman whom
the LORD has appointed for my master's son.'

45 " But before | had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with

her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew water. And | said to her, 'Please
let medrink.' (NKJ)

Clearly Eliezer spoke to the Lord in his heart, so should you. Recognize that the air is polluted with
Satan's demons and fallen angel s and that they will take notice of al that you say, all that you do and all that
you write. | have personally experienced situations where | have foolishly stated something in an
unsanctified atmosphere and seen a situation turn against me within hours. If you speak out your request
to God for proof or you write it out, Satan is quite likely to provide you with a counterfeit sign to get you
to sin. If youwalk by faith and pray without doubting, God will answer you.

James 1:6-8 states:

6 Butlet himaskin faith, with no doubting, for hewho doubtsislike awave of the sea driven
and tossed by the wind.

7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything fromthe Lord;

8 heisa double-minded man, unstable in all hisways. (NKJ)

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIIDIIDIID DD DD DD DD > D> D> D>

Chapter : 4 Scriptural Divorce Page: 93



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIDIID DD
c. SOME SCRIPTURESON BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD

Following are afew relevant scriptures:

1 Thessalonians 3:11;

11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. (NKJ)

2 Thessalonians 3:5:

5 Now may the Lord direct your heartsinto the love of God and into the patience of Christ. (NKJ)

John 16:13:

13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, Hewill guide you into all truth; for Hewill not
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you thingsto come.
(NKJ)

Psalm 48:14:

14 For thisis God, our God forever and ever; he will be our guide even to death. (NKJ)
| saiah 49:10:

10 They shall neither hunger nor thirst, neither heat nor sun shall strike them; for He who has mercy
on themwill lead them, even by the springs of water He will guide them. (NKJ)

| saiah 58:11:

11 TheLORD will guideyou continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones;
you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. (NKJ)

Romans 8:14-15:

14 For asmany as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption
by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." (NKJ)

Y ou can only beled by the Spirit of God to the extent that you are willing to humble yourself and admit that
you do not know what His will is and to admit that you are utterly dependent on Him to help you avoid
making aterrible mistake. Do not demand that He lead you. Ask infaith without doubting and be alert for
supernatural eventsin your every day life which will surprise and encourage you.

Whatever you doDO NOT LEANTO YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING (Proverbs
3:5) and DO NOT look at thethingsthat areseen (2 Corinthians4:18). Ask Him to
open the eyes of your spirit to seewhat Heisdoing in theworld around you by His

Spirit!
29. CRITICAL CONCLUSION : GOD'SLAWS FOR DIVORCE NECESSITATE THAT A MAN

ISPERMITTED TO TAKE MORE THAN ONE WIFE
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From the preceding discussion | pray that you will see that God's plan for marriage is very different to that
which istaught by the church today. At the sametime, | pray that you will see that what is being taught by
the church today regarding marriage is destructive and great heresy. There can be little doubt that we arein
the last days of this age and that a new age is about to dawn.

Jeremiah 23:1-6 clearly statesregarding the dawning of the new age:

1 "Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the LORD.

2 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people: "You have
scattered My flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for the evil of
your doings," saysthe LORD.

3 "Butl will gather theremnant of My flock out of all countrieswhere | havedriven them, and bring them
back to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.

4 "I will set up shepherds over themwho will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed,
nor shall they be lacking," saysthe LORD.

5 "Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, " That | will raise to David a
Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and
righteousness in the earth.

6 In HisdaysJudah will be saved, and I srael will dwell safely; now thisisHis name

by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (NKJ)

These are the same days that Isaiah 4:1 refersto (refer section 55, page 153). Truly these are days in which
the truth of the Lord's perfect plan for marriage will berestored. Asoutlined in the article"Wow! So that's
how Jesus loves me!, reproduced in Appendix Q, page 281, God's plan for the marriage of the church to His
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ requires that we understand the fullness of His plan for marriage in our liveson
earth. Aswe do thiswe will truly see heaven on earth as we learn to live in harmony and unity in Godly
marriages where divorce is unheard of!

Remember Luke 18:27:

27 ButHesaid, " Thethingswhich areimpossiblewith men are possiblewith God." (NKJ)

Surely, Jeremiah 29:11, asover quoted and misapplied asit is, hasrelevance to that which issoon to
come:

11 For | know thethoughtsthat | think toward you, saysthe LORD, thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. (NKJ)

If your marriage seems impossible take heart, He is able to turn it around. If you are in marriage to an
unrepentant sinner, take heart, the Lord may see fit to deliver you soon. But, whatever your current marital
situation, expect to see change. If you are aman, expect The Lord to call on you to extend your covering to
anumber of women. If you are amarried woman, expect The Lord to require you to "share" your husband
(remember he never belonged to you in the first place). If you are an unmarried woman, expect The Lord
to provide a husband, only expect that he islikely to aready have awife.

If youwill change your paradigm and humble yourself before Almighty God, expect to see GOOD THINGS.
However, if you stubbornly insist in retaining your false doctrines and heresies, be ware the wrath of God
is about to be unleashed on this earth as never before!

1 Peter 2:1-8 states:
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1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,
2 asnewborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,
3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 ComingtoHim astoaliving stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and

precious,
5 you also, asliving stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

6 Thereforeit isalso contained in the Scripture, " Behold, | lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,
elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."

7 Therefore, to you who believe, Heis precious; but to thosewho are disobedient, " The
stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone,”

8 and" Astoneof stumblingandarock of offense.” They stumble, being disobedi-
ent to the word, to which they also were appointed. (nkJ)
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: CHAPTER S

ISMONOGAMY SCRIPTURAL?

30. DOESGODACTIVELY PERMIT A MANTO TAKE MORE THAN ONE WIFE?
On amore direct note, does God actively permit a man to take more than one wife?

Exodus 21:10-11 clearly answer sthis question:

10 "If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and her
marriage rights.
11 "And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, without paying money. (NKJ)

Surely if God makes specific provision therereally cannot be further doubt? At the sametimeit does appear
clear that if he diminishes the food, clothing or marital privileges of an existing wife who is a servant, and
therefore presumably of a free born wife, she may go free. Thus significant sustained deprivation would
appear to constitute grounds for divorce.

31. DIDTHE PROVISIONSNOT CHANGE UNDER THE "NEW TESTAMENT"

There is a widely spread belief that the New Testament changed God's law with regard to marriage and
introduced a dispensation of monogamy.

In order to give proper consideration to this belief it isimportant to consider a number of principles:
a. WHEN DID THE NEW COVENANT COME INTO EFFECT?

From the preceding discussions of covenant aboveit seemsquite clear that acovenant cannot be cut without
shedding of blood Hebrews 9:18-20, quoted in section 9, page 23, states:

18 Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses ..... 20 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded
you." (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that the covenant of Jesus with mankind or with the children of Abraham was cut
with Jesus blood at Calvary? At the last supper, Jesusis reported as saying:

M atthew 26:26-28:

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and
said, "Take, eat; thisis My body."
27 Then Hetook the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink fromit, all of you.
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28 "For thisisMy blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
(NKJ)

Mark 14:22-24:

22 And asthey were eating, Jesustook bread, blessed and brokeit, and gaveit to themand said, " Take,
eat; thisis My body."

23 Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from
it.

24 AndHesaidtothem, " Thisis My blood of the new covenant, whichisshed for many. (NKJ)

Luke 22:19-20:

19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "Thisis My body which
is given for you; do thisin remembrance of Me."

20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My
blood, which is shed for you. (NKJ)

1 Corinthians 11:23-27

23 For | received fromthe Lord that which | also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same
night in which He was betrayed took bread;

24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; thisis My body which is broken
for you; do thisin remembrance of Me."

25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, " This cup is the new covenant in

My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
26 For as often asyou eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaimthe Lord's death till He comes.
27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that Jesus was introducing the New Covenant the night before He went to Calvary?
If thisisthe case must we not accept that most of what isreported in the Gospelsrelatesto Jesus ministering
as a prophet under the Old Covenant?

32. JESUSWALKED THE EARTH ASA PROPHET UNDER THE MOSAIC COVENANT
Jesus Himself refersto Himself asa prophet in Luke 13:31-35:

31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, "Get out and depart from here, for Herod
wantsto kill You."

32 And He said to them, "Go, tell that fox, '‘Behold, | cast out demons and perform cures today and
tomorrow, and the third day | shall be perfected.’

33 "Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that A

Propheét should perish outside of Jerusalem.

34 "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often | wanted to gather your children together, asa hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you
were not willing!

35 "Seel Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, | say to you, you shall not see Me until the
time comes when you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!"" (NKJ)
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Surely there can be no doubt that in verse 33 Jesus is referring to Himself perishing in Jerusalem and is
describing Himself as a prophet?

Accordingly we must surely accept that Jesus was bound by the L aw of M oses until
themoment that Hedied on thecrossand waspier ced with thespear. Then and then,
and only then, as the fulfilment of the Law of Moses was the New Covenant fully
consummated!

33. JESUSFULFILLED THE LAW

Jesus Himsalf said in Matthew 5:17-20:

17 "Do not think that | cameto destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not cometo destroy but tO ful-
fil.

18 " For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or onetittle will by no
means pass from the law till all isfulfilled.

19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and
teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 "For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. (NKJ)

Again, in Luke 24:36-48 AFTER HISRESURRECTION Jesus says:

36 Now asthey said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, " Peace to
you."

37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit.

38 And He said to them, "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?

39 "Behold My hands and My feet, that itis| Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh
and bones as you see | have."

40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.

41 But whilethey still did not believefor joy, and marvelled, He said to them, " Have you any food here?"

42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.

43 And Hetook it and ate in their presence.

44 Then He said to them, " These are the words which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which werewritten in the Law of Moses and the Prophetsand

the Psalms concerning M e

45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

46 Then He said to them, " Thusit iswritten, and thusit was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead the third day,

47 "and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in Hisnameto all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.

48 "And you are witnesses of these things. (NKJ)

In Acts24:10-16 it isreported of Paul:
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10 Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: "Inasmuch as | know that you
have been for many years a judge of this nation, | do the more cheerfully answer for myself,

11 "because you may ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since | went up to Jerusalem to
wor ship.

12 " And they neither found mein the temple disputing with anyone nor inciting the crowd, either in the
synagogues or in the city.

13 "Nor can they prove the things of which they now accuse me.

14 "But this| confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so | worship the God of

my fathers, believing al| things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.
15 "1 have hope in God, which they themsel ves al so accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and the unjust.
16 "This being so, | myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.
(NKJ)

Can there be any doubt at all that Jesus cameto fulfil the Law (of Moses, that isthe Torah) and the Prophets?
Surely it isfoolish to suggest that He changed God's principles of marriage without telling us? Surely if He
had made such a great change He would have made it very clear?

34. WHAT JESUSDID CHANGE

Furthermore, we see that Jesus fulfilled the Law of Moses when, as a man who had walked without sin His
entire life, as the fulfilment of the sacrificial requirements for a"lamb without spot or blemish" He died
on the cross so that He could introduce the "New and better Covenant™?

Leviticus 9:1-3 statesregarding the sanctification of thefirst High Priest and the Tabernacle:

1 It cameto pass on the eighth day that Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Isradl.

2 And he said to Aaron, "Take for yourself a young bull as a Sin offering and a ram as a burnt
offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.

3 "Andto the children of Israel you shall speak, saying, 'Take a kid of the goats as a sin offering, and
a calf and a lamb, both of thefirst year, without blemish, as a burnt offering, (NKJ)

1 Peter 1:17-21 states:

17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct
your selves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from your fathers,

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of alamb without blemish and without spot.

20 Heindeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you

21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your
faith and hope are in God. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that 1 Peter 1:17-21 isreferring to the lamb without blemish referred to in Leviticus
9:3 and in many other passages of the Torah?

Accordingly we must surely conclude that the "New Covenant™ only came into effect at the time of Jesus
Crucifixion and not before and therefore anything reported in the Gospels took place under the "Old
Covenant"? Surely, if Jesus changed the law of Moses with regard to marriage it must take place after the
Gospel's?

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIIDIDIIDI DD DD DD DD D> > > > D> D>

Chapter : 5 IsMonogamy Scriptural ? Page: 100



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

None of this comment in any way diminishes who Jesusis or what He accomplished at Calvary. It sSimply
places the correct perspective on the power and the weaknesses of the Mosaic Covenant and what was
actually accomplished at Calvary. Hebrews 8, 9 and 10 seem to be clear:

Hebrews 7:11t0 8:10 and 9:1 to 10:21 state;
CHAPTER 7

11 Therefore, if perfection werethroughthe Levitical priesthood (for under it the peoplereceived the
law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of
Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?

12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law.

13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has
officiated at the altar.

14 For it isevident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing
concerning priesthood.

15 And it isyet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest

16 who hascome, not according to thelaw of a fleshly commandment, but according
to the power of an endlesslife.

17 For Hetedtifies. " You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek."

18 For ontheonehandthereisan annulling of theformer commandment because of itsweakness
and unprofitableness,

19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope,
through which we draw near to God.

20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath

21 (for they have become priestswithout an oath, but He with an oath by Himwho said to Him: " The
Lord has sworn and will not relent, "You are a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek' ),

22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.

23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing.

24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeabl e priesthood.

25 Therefore Heisalso able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He
always lives to make intercession for them.

26  For such aHigh Priest wasfitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,

separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;

27  whodoesnot need daily, asthose high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for
Hisown sinsand then for the peopl€e's, for thisHe did oncefor all when He
offered up Himself.

28 For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which

came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.

CHAPTER 8

1 Nowthisisthemain point of thethingswe are saying: We have
such aHigh Priest, who isseated at theright hand of thethrone
of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 aMinister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Thereforeit
Is necessary that this One also have something to offer.
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4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts
according to the law;

5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he
was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, " See that you make all things according to the
pattern shown you on the mountain.”

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also

Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.

8 Becausefinding fault with them, He says: * Behold, the days are coming, saysthe Lord,
when | will make a new covenant with the house of 1srael and with the house of Judah--
9 "not according to the covenant that | made with their fathersin the day when | took them by

the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continuein My

covenant, and | disregarded them, saysthe Lord.

10 "For thisisthe covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, saysthe Lord:
I will put My laws in their mind and write themon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they
shall be My people. .................

CHAPTER 9

1 Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the

earthly sanctuary.

2 For atabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the
showbread, which is called the sanctuary;

3 and behind the second vell, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All,

4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sideswith gold, in which
wer e the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron'srod that budded, and the tabl ets of the covenant;

5 and aboveit werethe cherubim of glory over shadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot
now speak in detail.

6 Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the
tabernacle, performing the services.

7 But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without
blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins committed in

ignorance;
8 theHoly Spiritindicating this, that theway into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while
the first tabernacle was still standing.

9 It was symbolic fOr the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are
of feredwhich cannot make himwho performed theserviceperfect in regard to the conscience-

10 concerned onlywith foodsand drinks, variouswashings, and fleshly ordinancesimposed until

the time of reformation.

11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.

12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for
the purifying of the flesh,

14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
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15 Andfor thisreason He isthe Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of thetransgressionsunder thefirst covenant, that thosewho arecalled may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16 For wherethereis a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

17 For atestament isin force after men are dead, sinceit hasno power at all whilethetestator lives.

18 Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the
blood of calvesand goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itsel f
and all the people,

20 saying, " Thisisthe blood of the covenant which God has commanded you."

21 Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.

22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and

without shedding of blood thereis no remission.

23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with
these, but the heavenly things themsel ves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us,

25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year
with blood of another--

26 Hethen would have had to suffer often since the foundation of theworld; but now, once at the end
of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

27 And asit is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

28 so Christ was offered onceto bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait

for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

CHAPTER 10

1 For thelaw, having a shadow of the good thingsto come, and not
the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they

offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.

2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the wor shipers, once purified, would have
had no mor e consciousness of sins.

3 Butinthose sacrificesthereisareminder of sinsevery year.

4 For itisnot possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

5 Therefore, when He cameinto theworld, He said: " Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but
a body You have prepared for Me.

6 Inburnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you had no pleasure.

7 Thenl said, 'Behold, I have come-- in the volume of the book it iswritten of Me-- to do Your will,
O God.""

8 Previoudly saying, " Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not
desire, nor had pleasurein them" (which are offered according to the law),

9 thenHesaid, " Behold, | have cometodo Your will, O God." Hetakesaway the
first that He may establish the second.

10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ oncefor all.

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins.

12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of

God,
13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.
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14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,

16 "Thisisthe covenant that | will make with themafter those days, saysthe Lord: | will put My laws

into their hearts, and in their minds | will write them,"

17 then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds | will remember no more.”

18 Now where thereis remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.

19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of
Jesus,

20 byanewand living way which He consecrated for us, through the vell, that
IS, Hisflesh,

21 andhaving a High Priest over the house of God, (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that Jesus came to institute a new Priesthood in which the physical sacrifices of the
old covenant were replaced with forgiveness obtained through confession and repentance with Jesus as the
mediator who has purchased that forgiveness with His blood? But we must still confess and repent in order
to obtain that forgiveness. Thisisaccomplished by the Grace of God, not by our own efforts. Likewise can

there be any doubt that He cameto institute anew temple not built with human hands? How isit possible
toarguethat Jesuscameto changethelaw sothat whereaman could have morethan
onewifeit now became a sin and where thelaw said that adultery wasa sin leading
to death it was now something which could be treated lightly? Isthisnot perverse
and the most appalling abomination?

35. OTHER COVENANTS

Furthermore, Genesis reports a series of Covenants between God and Adam, Noah, Abraham (at least two -
referred to in sections 9 and 10), Isaac and Jacob before He cut the "Old Covenant” with Moses and the
people of Israel in Sinai after the Passover. He subsequently entered into various covenants throughout the
Hebrew scriptures. Thus the Mosaic covenant was indeed the first covenant cut publicly with the children
of Israel at Sinai and the second was cut in the flesh of the spotless Son of God at Calvary. Each covenant
isexplicit and unambiguous in terms of the terms and scope of the covenant. Why should the "Christian”
covenant be any different?

36. "OLDTESTAMENT" VERSUSNEW TESTAMENT

In considering the question of whether God caused the laws concerning marriage to change in the "New
Testament”, we have aready established that there seem to be solid grounds to state that the four Gospels
are not part of the New Covenant, they are actually the closing chapters of the Old Covenant!

Should we not aso consider the definition of Old and New Testament? The reality is that these happen to
be divisions in every bound Bible that most Christians are likely to encounter. But remember, even in the
time of the apostles, right through to John in Revelation, THERE WERE NO BOUND BOOKS! Each
document was written on a separate scroll. Accordingly surely it is correct to conclude that the divisionsin
the modern Christian Bible are a convenient device INSERTED BY MAN! Therefore may | suggest to you
that those divisions have no spiritual or scriptural relevance?

Surely the real division that those two pages signify is that those passages labelled as "Old Testament™ are
in fact the scriptures recorded in Hebrew and Aramaic and those labelled "New Testament” are those
recorded in Greek? Surely that isthe only significance of those dividing pages in your Bible? Surely then
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wewould more correctly refer to those two sections of our Biblesasthe"Hebrew Scriptures’ and the " Greek
Scriptures'?

BUT, WAIT, it goes beyond that. Some time ago, half way around the world in asmall town in upstate New
Y ork the Lord led me to a small bookshop which had on sale a"Holy Bible from the Ancient Eastern Text
: George M Lamsa's Trand ation from the Aramaic of the Peshitta’ published by Harper Collins. ThisBible,
itisclaimed, isbased on Aramaic manuscripts of similar or greater antiquity to the Greek manuscripts used
for most English trandations. It is stated that these Aramaic texts have been in constant use in thelands East
of Israel where they still speak Aramaic in certain areas. Furthermore, Mr Lamsa was a resident of those
lands and Aramaic was his home language and furthermore, certain words quoted as being spoken by Jesus
are Aramaic, still spoken today. Convincing arguments are presented to demonstrate that the so-called New
Testament was originally recorded in Aramaic and then translated into Greek and that the Aramaic text,
called the "Peshitta” istherefore amore original and more reliable source than the Greek texts! If thisisthe
case, which | personally believeit is, then surely even the distinction made above is spurious and we cannot
argue at al that there is any basis for putting any form of separator between Malachi and Matthew? Since
this information is of such vital importance to every Christian | have taken the liberty of reproducing the
preface and introduction to this Bible verbatim with certain passages emphasised, in appendix |, page 253.
| encourage readers to read this text carefully. It provides information which should cause every Christian
to examine carefully awide variety of modern teachings which are called into question if Mr Lamsa's claims
are correct, which, as stated above, | believe that they are!

Readers should also be aware that avisit to a Jewish book store is likely to result in you being offered the
Torah, the Psalms (Tehillim), the Proverbs (Mishley), the Major and Minor Prophets (Nach), etc in aseries
of distinct, separately bound volumes. The Jews do not regard the books that we label as " Old Testament”
as being one clump of books, they regard them as a number of very distinct collections of books to which
they attach very different levels of spiritual authority. Thusthefive booksof Moses(the Torah), Psalmsand
Proverbs are accepted as being given by God directly through His prophets, primarily Moses, David and
Solomon. Whereasthe other books, whilestill accepted as scripture given by God, are not accorded the same
status. Surely we would do well to recognize this distinction! ?

Accordingly, may | respectfully suggest to you that any interpretation which lumps an argument into "Old
Testament” versus "New Testament” is open to question? May | also suggest to you that this seemsto
demonstratequiteclearly theextent to which mankind hashad theaudacity toimposetheir own boxes
on God based on somearbitrary labelson somedividersin abound volume! Weshould bevery wary
of developing doctrine based on these labels!

37.  WHY ISCHRISTIANITY VIEWED ASHERESY BY THE JEWS?

The preceding discussion raises some issues concerning the validity of many claims by Western Christians
concerning the "New Testament” scriptures of the Bible being written in Greek. Many passagesin this book
call other teachings of the modern church into question and, | believe, clearly shows them to be at best
misguided, at worst liesfrom the very pit of hell. At thispoint, it is perhapsinstructive to consider what the
Jews think of the Christians.

Some years ago as | became increasingly aware of the essential Jewishness of Jesus Christ | purchased a
series of volumes of Jewish trandations of the scriptures. In"The Living Nach, Later Prophets’, "A New
Trandlation Based on Traditional Jewish Sources’, published by M oznaim Publishing Corporation, New Y ork
/ Jerusalem, | encountered a number of statements in the commentary which caused me to really examine
myself and thereligious order of Christianity towhich | claimto belong. | call Christianity areligious order
because | believe that Jesus Christ did not cometo create Christianity, He cameto give usfaith in the Living
God, not alabel. Bethat asit may. This trandation offers the following scriptures and accompanying
commentary:
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Ezekial 35:1-4 states:

1 God's Word came to me:
2 Mortal, set your face against Mount Seir” and prophesy against it.

3 Saytoit, TheLord God says: | amagainst you, Mount Seir. | will stretch My hand against you and
make you totally desolate.

4 |1 will make your townsa ruin. You will be desolate, and you will know that | am God.

The commentary states:

Mount Seir, east of the Dead Sea, home of the Edomites, who were descended from Esau and
were traditionally Israel's enemies. The Rabbis identified Edom with Rome, and,

by extension,withthe Christian Church, who continued in their
predecessors' hatred of Israel.

| pray that as you read the above that you will consider how it can be that Christians have come to be
regarded as the enemies of Israel and to be considered to hate Israel. Israel is God's chosen people, He has
said that He will never forsake them and yet they view the people who claim to have a personal knowledge
of the Jeaws own Messiah as their enemies! | have encountered a number of Jews, all of whom know the
extent to which Christians have turned from the principles of scripture to follow doctrines of demons
including changing the Sabbath from the last day of the week (Saturday) to thefirst day of the week, reserved
by the Romansfor worship of the Sun (Sunday), |egislating monogamy and many other heresies. If you care
to ask and to listen, they will tell you of mass murder committed by the Christian crusaders in the Middle
Ages in the name of Christ and many other atrocities which no man who knows the God of the Bible and
fears Him would dream of committing. Devout Moslems could tell you similar things and you might care
to ask yourself whether it is a coincidence that Mohammed came to prominence, with a number of wives
some of who were Jewish and other Christian, at about the same time that the Roman Emperor Justinian, in
the name of Jesus, declared it illegal for aman to have more than one wife! ?

38. ARE BISHOPS, DEACONSAND ELDERSRESTRICTED TO ONE WIFE?

Three of the key scriptures on which the doctrine of monogamy is based and from which it is argued that
Jesus changed the law, are those in Timothy and Titus:

1 Timothy 3:1-16 states:

1 Thisisafaithful saying: If a man desiresthe position of a bishop, he desires a good work.

2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good
behavior, hospitable, able to teach;

3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous,

4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence

5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of

the church of God?);

6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

7 Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest hefall into reproach and
the snare of the devil.

8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for
money,

9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blamel ess.
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11 Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things.

12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.

13 For those who have served well asdeacons obtain for themselvesa good standing and great boldness
in the faith which isin Christ Jesus.

14 Thesethings| write to you, though | hope to come to you shortly;

15 but if | amdelayed, | write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of
God, which isthe church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

16 And without controversy great isthe mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified
in the Soirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in
glory. (NKJ)

Titus 1:4-11 states:

4 ToTitus, atruesoninour common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ our Savior.

5 For thisreason| left youin Crete, that you should set in order thethingsthat arelacking, and appoint
eldersin every city as| commanded you--

6 ifamanisblameless, thehusband of onewife, havingfaithful children not accused of dissipation
or insubordination.

7 For abishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given
to wine, not violent, not greedy for money,

8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled,

9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to
exhort and convict those who contradict.

10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the
circumcision,

11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole househol ds, teaching thingswhich they ought not,
for the sake of dishonest gain. (NKJ)

Surely thisis definitive, these passages clearly state that a Bishop (or overseer), aDeacon and an elder must
all be the husband of one wife?

However, if we consider the Greek word trandated "one" we find that it is the word mia (mee'-ah) number
3391.

Strong Defines 3391 mia (mee'-ah);

irregular feminine of 1520; one Or first:
KJV-- a (certain), + agree, first, one, X other.

Surely thereisagreat difference between "one" and "first". If we apply thelatter interpretation does that not
mean that the Bishop, Deacon or Elder must be the " husband of hisfirst wife" 2 In other words, he
should NOT BE DIVORCED or have put away hiswife! Doesthisnot, in turn, suggest that he should have
the love of God shed abroad in his heart to the extent that, if necessary, he can love even a difficult wife
through times of difficulty and tension and bring her out on the other side? Would such aman not be well
suited to dealing with typical tensions and difficulties in the body of Christ?

Can thisinterpretation be confirmed?
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Matthew 28:1:

1 Intheend of the sabbath, asit began to dawn toward the fir St day of the week, came Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. (KJV)

Here miais applied to the first day of the week.

M atthew 26:69:

69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus
of Galilee. (KJV)

Here we see another interpretation of mia"a' damsel, could we read the passages in Timothy and Titusto
say that a Bishop, etc should be the husband of " a" wife - in other words they must be

married? In other words, if aman does not know how to lead a family with aleast one wife, he cannot
lead a congregation?

Mark 12:42:

42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. (KJV)
There are several passages where miais translated "certain®. It certainly isnot uniformly translated "one".
Luke 24:1:

1 Now onthefirst day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them,
came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. (NKJ)

John 20:1:

1 Onthefirst day of the week Mary Magdal ene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw
that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. (NKJ)

Acts 4:32:

32 Now the multitude of those who believed were Of One heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that
any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all thingsin common. (NKJ)

In this case oneisused torelate to a group of peoplewho were"one". Soit would
appear that mia can also signify a group of peoplewho are of one heart - surely this
could apply to a man with several wiveswho are of " one" heart with him?

1 Corinthians 16:2;

2 Onthefirst day of the week |et each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that
there be no collections when | come. (NKJ)

Titus 3:10:

10 Reject a divisive man after the fir st and second admonition, (NKJ)

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIIDIDIDI DD DD DD DD D> > > > D> D>

Chapter : 5 IsMonogamy Scriptural ? Page: 108



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

Here we see two chapters further on in the SAME book of the Bible the trandlators have translated mia as
"first" not one! Can it not reasonably be argued that the trandatorsfiltered the trandation through
the doctrine of monogamy that prevailed at thetimethey translated the scriptures? A complete set of
scriptures containing the word "mia" are contained in Appendix F, page 241.

Thisinterpretation of miaissupported by Vineswith regard to" FIRST" :

mia 33917, a grammatically feminine form of heis, "one," is translated "first" in certain
occurrences of the phrase "on the first day of the week," e. g., <Luke 24:1; 1 Cor. 16:2>; cf. A,
and see DAY; also in <Titus 3:10>, of a "first" admonition to a heretical man. See ONE.

D. Noun. (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)

(Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Surely these words and these passages of scripture cannot be used to construct a doctrine of monogamy?

39. THEDISTINCTIONINSCRIPTUREBETWEENWIFEANDWIVES, WOMANANDWOMEN

Another aspect of answering the question regarding whether Jesus changed the law concerning marriage and
instituted monogamy revolves around the word used to describe a wife or woman, singular or plura in
scripture. The Hebrew word used for this purpose is "ishshah" of which Vines states:

'ishshah ~802", "woman; wife; betrothed one; bride; each." This word has cognates in Akkadian,
Ugaritic, Aramaic, Arabic, and Ethiopic. It appears about 781 times in biblical Hebrew and in all
periods of the language.

This noun connotes one who is a female human being regardless of her age

or virginity. Therefore, it appears in correlation to "man" (ish): "...she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man" <Gen. 2:23>. This is its meaning in its first biblical usage:
"And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man ['adam], made he a woman, and brought

her unto the man" <Gen. 2:22>. The stress here is on identification of woman-

hood rather than a family role. (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words,
Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Can there be any doubt from this that "ishshah™ does not indicate the marital status of a woman?
The Greek word for woman, women, wife and wivesis "gune", Strong's number 1135.
Strong's Definition of 1135 gune (goo-nay');
probably from the base of 1096; a woman; specially, a wife:
KJV-- wife, woman.
Thayer's Definition of 1135 gune-
1) a woman of any age, whether a virgin, or married, or a widow
2) a wife;
used of a betrothed woman

With regard to the Greek word trandated WIFE, WIVES, Vines states:
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1. gune 1135~ denotes (1) "a woman, married or unmarried" (see WOMAN); (2) "a
wife," e. g., <Matt. 1:20; 1 Cor. 7:3,4>; in <1 Tim. 3:11>, RV, "women," the reference may be
to the "wives" of deacons, as the KJV takes it.

2. gunaikeios ~1134”, an adjective denoting "womanly, female," isused asanounin <1 Pet.
3:7>, KJV, "wife," RV, "woman."#

Note: In <John 19:25> the article stands idiomatically for "the wife (of)"; in <Matt. 1:6>, the article
is rendered "her that had been the wife (of)."

(from Vine's, op cit)

With regard to the Greek word WOMAN, (thereisno separatereference for Women since the same
root istranslated in both forms) Vines states:

1. gune ~1135%, for which see also WIFE, is used of a "woman" unmarried or

married, e. g., <Matt. 11:11; 14:21; Luke 4:26>, of a "widow"; <Rom. 7:2>; in the vocative case,
used in addressing a "woman," it is a term not of reproof or severity, but of endearment or
respect, <Matt. 15:28; John 2:4>, where the Lord's words to His mother at the wedding in Cana,
are neither rebuff nor rebuke. The question is, lit., "What to Me and to thee?" and the word
"woman," the term of endearment, follows this. The meaning is "There is no obligation on Me or
you, but love will supply the need." She confides in Him, He responds to her faith. There was
loving-kindness in both hearts. His next words about "His hour" suit this; they were not unfamiliar
to her. Cana is in the path to Calvary; Calvary was not yet, but it made the beginning of signs
possible. See also <4:21; 19:26>.

Appendix F, page 245, contains more comprehensive analysis of both "gune" (Greek) and the
Hebrew words for wife, wives, woman and women from Vines Expository Dictionary. From
consideration of this text | hope that you will see that there is absolutely no basis on which to
interpret any scripture with either the word ishshah or the word gune as indicating singular or plural,
married or unmarried unless other words in the context clearly make this visible.

If we apply this information to the earlier scriptures concerning "one" wife, we find the following to
be possible:

1 Timothy 3:2
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of [first wives / a wife] one wife, temper-
ate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; (NKJ)

1 Timothy 3:12
12 Let deacons be the husbands of [first wives [/ a wife] one wife, ruling their children and
their own houses well. (NKJ)

Titus 1:6
6 if a man is blameless, the husband of [first wives / a wife] one wife, having faithful
children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. (NKJ)

Surely it is reasonable to apply such an interpretation to a society where it was common place for
aman to have more than one wife? A more appropriate translation might then be " still married
to his first wives", if indeed the intention is not that a bishop, deacon or
elder should be married and have AT LEAST one wife!.

Appendix G, page 247, contains a list of most, if not all the scriptures in which the Greek word
Gune occurs. Readers are encouraged to consider the extent to which many of those passages
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in which the singular form "wife" is used could just as well be translated to read "wives" and also
to recognize that in many, if not most cases where the words woman or women are used the word
wife or wives could be substituted.

Consider Ephesians 5:22-33 as a particularly strong example of how a passage could be translated
taking account of the true meaning of "gune™:

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

23 For the husband is head of the wife [wives], as also Christ is head of the church; and
He is the Savior of the body.

24  Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for
her,

26  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,

27  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

28  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife
[wives] loves himself.

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord
does the church.

30  For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones.

31  "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife
[wives], and the two shall become one flesh." (Authors note: take account of the discussion
of 1 + 1 =1 in section 41.a, page 115)

32  This is a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the church.

33  Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife [wives] as himself,
and let the wife [wives] see that she [they] respects her husband. (NKJ) (Authors note: "she"
is a translators addition)

As best | can determine, in Jesus day there was virtually no such thing as an adult woman who was
not married unless she was a widow (seems to include those legitimately divorced) or a harlot. It
would appear that a thirty year old virgin was to all intents and purposes unheard of. It seems that
girls reached puberty at about twelve years old, at which time they were regarded as "virgins" -
women ready for intercourse but not yet married. At this point they were betrothed and at age
twelve and a half they were married. Since a man was permitted to have more than one wife there
was absolutely no statistical reason for her not to marry and since marriages were arranged by the

parents there was no emotional reason. People were set free from having to earn

marriage or prove themselves before marriage. They made a life-time commitment
to one another KNOWING that they had to make it work and knowing clearly what the role of

husband and wife was. This is a very different situation to what we encounter
today and we must guard against measuring what God ordained against the
understanding of our current age.

Surely in the light of this it is not possible to argue that any passage based on the word "gune” in
the Greek scriptures or on the word "ishshah" in the Hebrew and Aramaic can be taken to indicate
that a man may only have one wife?
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40. SOME OTHER "NEW TESTAMENT" SCRIPTURES

There are various other scriptures which confirm that the Greek scriptures did not change the
provisions of the Torah with regard to marriage.

a. REGARDING AN APOSTLE BEING ACCOMPANIED BY ONE OF HIS WIVES

Regarding an apostle being accompanied by one of his wives, 1 Corinthians 9:5 states:

5 Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles,
the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? (NKJ)

Surely "a believing wife" would be a very awkward way of saying "take along our wives" if each
only had one wife. The implication here seems to be that some of the apostles were travelling in
the company of one of their wives. Alternatively, in the light of preceding sections, it is possible
that this scripture reads "their believing wives" where here the emphasis is on the wives being
believers, not on the number of wives.

b. BROTHERS MARRYING DECEASED BROTHER'S WIVES

Jesus was specifically asked about what is commonly called "Levirate marriage”, the principle
whereby if a man died his brother should marry his wife and raise up children in his name. It
seems reasonable to conclude that in general it would be very unlikely for a man's brother/s not
to be married at the time that he died. Therefore, in order to give effect to this provision of the
Torah it was necessary for most brothers to take the woman as wife in addition to however many
wives he already had. Jesus reply is reported in Matthew 22:23-30:

23  The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him and
asked Him,

24  saying: "Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.

25  "Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and
having no offspring, left his wife to his brother.

26  "Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh.

27  "Last of all the woman died also.
28  "Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all
had her."

29  Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor
the power of God.

30  "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like
angels of God in heaven. (NKJ)

This same incident is reported almost verbatim in Mark 12:19-25 and Luke 20:27-36 which are
included in Appendix H, page 251, 253, 265, 267, 273, 276, 277, 278, 279. Note that in the book
of Ruth, verse 4:13, when Ruth married Boaz, in terms of this Torah principle there is also no
indication that Boaz was unmarried, he almost certainly was already married.

It is instructive to consider the semantics of all three passages, they refer
to "had" as indicating marriage, confirming the relevance of sexual
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intercourse and also confirming that marriage entails sexual intercourse.
By implication it appears that where Jesus says "in the resurrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven" He is saying that there is no sexual inter-
course and not that the relationship between the two people as brother and sister in Christ comes
to an end. Rick Joyner in his book "The Final Quest" reports a vision in which he was transported
to the third heaven and spoke to people there. From this it is clear that all relationships remain

and grow, not only the relationship between people who were husband and wife. This again
serves to demonstrate the importance of not interpreting the Word of God
based on our modern understanding of words and concepts. We must get
back to God's meaning!

c. A MAN HAVING SEX WITH HIS FATHER'S WIFE (NOT HIS MOTHER)
1 Corinthians 5:1 states:

1 Itis actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immora-
lity as is not even named among the Gentiles-- that a man has his father's wife! (NKJ)

This scripture clearly refers to a man "having" intercourse with "his father's wife". Surely this refers
to a wife other than the man's mother otherwise it would state "a man has his mother"? By
implication the man's father had at least two wives, whether both were married to him at the same
time is unknown but it is quite possible.

d. A MAN MARRYING TEN VIRGINS AT ONE TIME
Matthew 25:1-13 reports Jesus as saying:

1 "Thenthe kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went

out to meet the bridegroom.

"Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

"Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

"but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

"But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

"And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!'

"Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

"And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'

"But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but

go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’

10  "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

11  "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!

12  "But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.’

13  "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man
is coming. (NKJ)

OCoO~NOOUITAWN

This text has been examined previously in section 9, page 29, but it bears revisiting. Jesus is
surely drawing a parallel between when He will marry many millions of believers at the end of the
age at the same time. Surely then this passage must be interpreted as indicating that the man

concerned was planning to marry ten virgins at one feast and in one night. It may totally blow
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our paradigm of what is acceptable behaviour but dare we consider
inappropriate what our Lord Himself describes as appropriate?

The fact that it is unlikely that many men would want to marry ten women, let alone ten at the
same time, is not the issue, the fact is, scripture does not prohibit it!

e. BURNING WITH PASSION
1 Corinthians 7:8-9 states with regard to those who are unmarried:

8 Butl say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as
| am;

9 but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is
better to marry than to burn with passion. (NKJ)

There is no reference to them finding an unmarried man. It simply states that where a man and
an unmarried woman burn with passion for one another it is better that they should marry, or that
where a man or a woman burns with passion, they should get married.

In 1 Corinthians 7:39-40, Paul goes on to state:

39  Awife is bound to her husband by law as long as he lives. If the husband dies, she
is free to be married to whom she will, only [provided that he too is] in the Lord.

40  Butin my opinion [a widow] is happier (more blessed and to be envied) if she does
not remarry. And also | think | have the Spirit of God."

Here we observe Paul expressing his personal opinion that a widow and presumably a legitimately
divorced woman, will be happier if they remain single. The implication is clearly that there are
women who will be happier in this state and therefore, by extension, it would seem that the
principle of covering is not a rigid spiritual requirement.

We also observe a clear instruction that if she is to remarry the man she marries must also be a
believer. This is a qualification inherent in the passages in Deuteronomy and Ruth cited earlier.
Clearly Ephesians 5:22-33 can only apply if husband and wives are believers. Accordingly we
must again deduce that all that we have studied here indicates the necessary implication that a
woman must marry a believing man who already has a wife or wives rather than marry an
unbeliever.

There is no indication of any limitation on whether the man is already married. 1 Corinthians 7:9
can, in fact, only be fulfilled if a man can take more than one wife as at all times in history it seems
that there have been fewer men than women in the faith.

f. MARRIAGE OF WIDOWS

1 Timothy 5:9-14 states with regard to younger widows:

9 Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, and not unless she has
been the wife of one man,
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10 well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if
she has washed the saints' feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed
every good work.

11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ,
they desire to marry,

12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith.

13 And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle
but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.

14 Therefore | desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give
no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. (NKJ)

Again there is no indication of a constraint to the effect that a widow should only remarry if there
is an unmarried man available. Presumably the same applies to a woman who is divorced
because of the porneia of her husband.

41. RESPONSE TO SOME OTHER OBJECTIONS
a. "GENESIS 2:24 SAYS TWO THEREFORE IT DICTATES MONOGAMY"

On more than one occasion, in seeking to discuss this matter, | have been informed in no
uncertain manner that Genesis 2:24 states that "the two shall become one" and that "this says two
and not three or more".

Genesis 2:21-25 reads:

21  Andthe LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.

22 Thenthe rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He
brought her to the man.

23  And Adam said: "This is nhow bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."

24  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they

shall become one flesh.
25  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. (NKJ)

This passage says "they shall become one flesh", not two, so the scripture reference is wrongly
cited. Furthermore, some years ago | was led by the Lord to the "Sternberg Center for Judaism,
80 East End Road, North Finchley, N32SY, London, England (telephone, London 0181-349-4731
/ 2568, fax 0181-343-2558) where | consulted with Dr Piet van Boxel, an authority on Jewish law
and scripture, who informed me that there is absolutely no basis to suggest that Genesis 2:24 can
be taken to indicate that a man can only have one wife. He also provided me with further
documentary evidence concerning the history of monogamy imposed on the world by the Roman
church and the introduction of the Rabbinic decree with regard to monogamy.

Genesis 2:24 cited in Matthew 19:4-6 states:

4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the
beginning 'made them male and female,’
5 "and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his

wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?
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6 "Sothen,they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined
together, let not man separate.” (NKJ)

Since this passage refers to one man and one woman it is postulated that it dictates that there are
clearly two not three. However, this ignores one of the paradoxes associated with the way
Yahweh works in this instance for when He says the two shall become ONE.

If we consider the stated arithmetic we find something which, at first glance, is not immediately
apparent, that is:

1+1=1

if we then apply some basic algebraic notation to this formula we can substitute "(1 + 1)" for 1 and
thus we see that:

a+1n+1=1

in other words, if a man is one flesh with one woman and he joins himself to another woman he
and his first woman become one flesh with the second woman. By extension:

((L+1D)+1D)+1)+1)+1)=1
and therefore no matter how many women he joins himself to they are still ONE!
in strict algebraic terms we can state:

@a+1"=1
that is, one man joined to "n" women is still one flesh with all of them!

In other words if by adding one to one the answer is one then no matter how many times you add
one to one the answer is STILL one!

Clearly Matthew 19:4-6 says nothing about a man NOT having more than one wife, nor do any of
the other scriptures which refer to "two become one". In other words, no matter how
many women are joined to the man they are still all one flesh.

Consider also 1 Corinthians 12:12-14:

12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one

body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
13  Forbyone Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free-- and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

14  Forinfactthe body is not one member but many. (NKJ)

It seems quite clear in this case that in Christ many members are one body, so surely a man with
many wives is also one body.

2 Corinthians 11:2 states:

2 Forlam jealous for you with godly jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one husband,
that | may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (NKJ)
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This passage, written to the whole church at Corinth, not one individual, makes it quite clear that
all the members of the church at Corinth are betrothed to one husband, who is Jesus Christ.

b. ADAM AND EVE - THE IDEAL MARRIAGE

It is argued that since God created Adam and Eve before the fall, then monogamy must be His
ideal state and therefore that is what we should strive for. That might be the case but we are not
living in that ideal state and surely this is no basis to fabricate a doctrine of monogamy?

Equally, if we accept that Adam and Eve were the only two human beings that Yahweh created
then their sons must, of necessity, have married their daughters. If this is the case must we then
assume that the ideal state of marriage is for brothers to marry sisters? Surely this is not the case!
Leviticus 18:9 states:

9 'The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of your
mother, whether born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not uncover.
(NKJ)

Thus, while Yahweh apparently permitted a man to marry his sister in the time of Adam, or his half
sister in the time of Abram, by the time of Moses, He prohibited it. Presumably by that time there
were sufficient other women to choose from and therefore there would never again be a
requirement for close inter marriage. By referring to this as a precedent, even if Yahweh created
man and woman such that initially there were only enough women for each man to have one wife,
by the time of Moses this was no longer the case.

c. DID ADAM REALLY ONLY HAVE ONE WIFE?

Some years ago, someone posed the question to me about Adam and Eve. | asked God about
it and some time later purchased a book entitled "Revelations About Marriage" by Matityahu
Glazerson published by the Leonard Himelsein Torah Fund (a Jewish book). On page 37 | found
the following statement:

"Lillit was the name of Adam's first wife, who was created before Eve (Heb., Chava). Lillit

had another name, Chavya, which in Aramaic means 'snake’.

| subsequently found areferenceto Lillit as Adam'sfirst wifein the New Bible Dictionary and alsoin "The
Chroniclesof Narnia' aseriesof children’ sbooksby C.S. Lewis, thewidely acknowledged Christian author.
Thisisnot to state categorically that Lillitin fact existed but it isperhapsinstructiveto consider that Genesis
1:26-30 refers to the creation of man and Genesis 2:7 refersto the creation of Adam, Genesis 4:14 reports
that Cain said to the Lord that "anyone who finds me will kill me", rather a strange thing to say if, according
to the widely accepted understanding, there were only three people on the earth at that time, viz Adam, Eve
and Cain whereasthe wording of Cain's statement suggests that there were perhaps many otherswho would
kill him and furthermore, in verse 4:17 reference is made to Cain's wife while there is no reference to Eve
bearing any more children. No doubt a highly contentious point and one not central to the theme of this
book, but it again highlights the fact that there are many verses of scripture which do not necessarily
reconcile with the teachings that are widely accepted. Incidentally, an interpretation that there were two
creations of men, one spiritual and one carnal, would resolve the difficulty of the Bible seeming to indicate
that Adam and Eve were created approximately 5,000 to 6,000 years ago while there are archaeol ogical
records of man dating back at least 20,000 years. However, there are other scriptures which appear to
contradict thisinterpretation and it is not something that | have felt inclined to enquire into further.
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d. DID MOSESREALLY HAVE ONLY ONE WIFE?

Another argument that is advanced from time to time relates to an opinion that if Moses, "the man of God"
only had one wife, surely that is the preferred state of marriage. Presumably the first response to thisis
simply that God does not require aman to have more than one wife, He smply permitsit. However, having
been asked thisquestion | referred it to the Lord. Not long after this| wasled into a Christian bookshop and
picked up a copy of the "New Bible Dictionary" printed by Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester, England and
published by Tyndale House Publishers Inc, Wheaton, Illinois, USA, edited by J.D. Douglas, et al.

The book opened at the following passage:

ETHIOPIAN WOMAN

Married by Moses, whom Aaron and Miriam then criticized (Nu. 12:1). As the last mention of
Zipporah is just after the defeat of Amalek (Ex 17) when Jethro returned her to Moses (Ex 18),
it is possible that she subsequently died. Moses then taking this 'Cushite woman' as his
second wife, unless Moses then had two wives. 'Cushite' is usually taken as
‘Ethiopian’ (cf *CUSH, *ETHIOPIA); if so, she probably left EQypt among the Israelites and their
sympathizers. It is also, perhaps, possible to derive 'Cushite’ from Kushu and Heb. Cushan,
associated with Midian (Hab 3:7); if so, this woman might be of allied stock to Jethro and
Zipporah."

| personally have no doubt that this was in response to my question of the Lord and that He has clearly
shown me that Moses indeed had two wives. | did not buy the book, the next day | encountered the book
again at achurch that | had never previoudy visited where a cousin was visiting preacher. | felt impressed
to purchase the book asawitness. | have no doubt that Y ahweh wantsit known that M oses

did, indeed, have two wives and that Y ahweh approved.

Numbers 12:1-16 r eads:

1 Then Miriamand Aaron spokeagainst M osesbecause of the Ethiopian woman

whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman.
2 Sothey said, "Hasthe LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us
also?" And the LORD heard it.

3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, morethan all men who were on the face

of the earth.)

4 Suddenly the LORD said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, "Come out, you three, to the tabernacle
of meeting!" So the three came out.

5 ThentheLORD camedowninthe pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called
Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.

6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: if there is a prophet among you, |, the LORD, make Myself
known to himin avision; | speak to himin a dream.

7 Not sowith My servant Moses; heisfaithful in all My house.

8 | speak with him faceto face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees
theform of the LORD. Why then wereyou not afraid to speak against My servant
Moses?"

9 Sotheanger of the LORD was aroused against them, and He departed.

10 Andwhenthecloud departed fromabove thetabernacle, suddenly Miriambecameleprous, aswhite
as snow. Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper.

11 So Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord! Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we have done
foolishly and in which we have sinned.
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12 "Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his
mother's womb!™"

13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "Please heal her, O God, | pray!"

14 Thenthe LORD saidto Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be shamed seven
days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and after that she may be received again.”

15 So Miriamwas shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did not journey on till Miriamwas
brought in again.

16 And afterward the people moved from Hazeroth and camped in the Wilder ness of Paran. (NKJ)

There is certainly nothing in this passage to indicate that Moses only had one wife and equally there is
nothing to indicate that if he indeed had two wives (or more for that matter) that Y ahweh was in any way

displeased with him. Surely, if nothing else, thisscripture should cause oneto think very
carefully about speaking out against a man of God who claims that Yahweh has
permitted him to take mor e than one wife?

e YAHWEH MARRIED TO ISRAEL AND SAMARIA
Ezekial 23:1-49 states:

1 Theword of the LORD came again to me, saying:

2 "Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one mother.

3 They committed harlotry in Egypt, they committed harlotry in their youth; their breasts werethere
embraced, their virgin bosom was there pressed.

4 Their names. Oholah the elder and Oholibah her sister; they were Mine, and they bore sons and
daughters. Asfor their names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalemis Oholibah.

5 "Oholah played the harlot even though shewasMine; and shelusted for her lovers, the neighboring
Assyrians,

6 Whowereclothedin purple, captainsand rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding
on horses.

7 Thus she committed her harlotry with them, all of them choice men of Assyria; and with all for
whom she lusted, with all their idols, she defiled herself.

8 She has never given up her harlotry brought from Egypt, for in her youth they had lain with her,
pressed her virgin bosom, and poured out their immorality upon her.

9 "Thereforel havedelivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, for whom
she lusted.

10 They uncovered her nakedness, took away her sonsand daughters, and slew her with the sword; she
became a byword among women, for they had executed judgment on her.

11 "Now although her sister Oholibah saw this, she became more corrupt in her lust than she, and in
her harlotry more corrupt than her sister's harlotry.

12 "Shelusted for the neighboring Assyrians, captains and rulers, clothed most gorgeously, horsemen
riding on horses, all of them desirable young men.

13 Then | saw that she was defiled; both took the same way.

14 But she increased her harlotry; she looked at men portrayed on the wall, images of Chaldeans
portrayed in vermilion,

15 Girded with belts around their waists, flowing turbans on their heads, all of them looking like
captains, in the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity.

16 As soon as her eyes saw them, she lusted for them and sent messengers to them in Chaldea.

17 "Then the Babylonians cameto her, into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their immorality;,
so she was defiled by them, and alienated herself from them.

18 Sherevealed her harlotry and uncovered her nakedness. Then | alienated Myself fromher, as| had
alienated Myself from her sister.
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19 "Yet she multiplied her harlotry in calling to remembrance the days of her youth, when she had
played the harlot in the land of Egypt.

20 For shelusted for her paramours, whose flesh is like the flesh of donkeys, and whose issueis like
the issue of horses.

21 Thus you called to remembrance the lewdness of your youth, when the Egyptians pressed your
bosom because of your youthful breasts.

22 "Therefore, Oholibah, thus saysthe Lord GOD: 'Behold, | will stir up your loversagainst you, from
whom you have alienated yourself, and | will bring them against you from every side:

23 The Babylonians, all the Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa, Koa, all the Assyrians with them, all of them
desirable young men, Governors and rulers, captains and men of renown, all of them riding on
hor ses.

24 And they shall come against you with chariots, wagons, and war-horses, with a horde of people.
They shall array against you Buckler, shield, and helmet all around. 'l will delegate judgment to
them, and they shall judge you according to their judgments.

25 | will set My jealousy against you, and they shall deal furiously with you; they shall remove your
nose and your ears, and your remnant shall fall by the sword; they shall take your sons and your
daughters, and your remnant shall be devoured by fire.

26 They shall also strip you of your clothes and take away your beautiful jewelry.

27 'Thus| will make you cease your lewdnessand your harlotry brought fromtheland of Egypt, so that
you will not lift your eyesto them, nor remember Egypt anymore.’

28 "For thus saysthe Lord GOD: 'Surely | will deliver you into the hand of those whom you hate, into
the hand of those from whom you alienated your self.

29 '"Theywill deal hatefully with you, take away all you have worked for, and leave you naked and bare.
The nakedness of your harlotry shall be uncovered, both your lewdness and your harlotry.

30 'I will do these thingsto you because you have gone asa harlot after the Gentiles, because you have
become defiled by their idols.

31 "You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore | will put her cup in your hand.'

32 "Thus says the Lord GOD: "You shall drink of your sister's cup, the deep and wide one; you shall
be laughed to scorn and held in derision; it contains much.

33 You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, the cup of horror and desolation, the cup of your
sister Samaria.

34 You shall drink and drain it, you shall break its shards, and tear at your own breasts; for | have
spoken,' says the Lord GOD.

35 "Thereforethussaysthe Lord GOD: 'Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back,
therefore you shall bear the penalty of your lewdness and your harlotry." "

36 The LORD also said to me: "Son of man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare to
them their abominations.

37 "For they have committed adultery, and blood ison their hands. They have committed adultery with
their idols, and even sacrificed their sons whom they bore to Me, passing them through thefire, to
devour them.

38 "Moreover they have done this to Me: They have defiled My sanctuary on the same day and
profaned My Sabbaths.

39 "For after they had slaintheir childrenfor their idols, on the same day they came into My sanctuary
to profane it; and indeed thus they have done in the midst of My house.

40 "Furthermore you sent for men to come from afar, to whom a messenger was sent; and there they
came. And you washed your self for them, painted your eyes, and adorned your self with ornaments.

41 "You sat on a stately couch, with a table prepared before it, on which you had set My incense and
My oil.

42 "The sound of a carefree multitude was with her, and Sabeans were brought from the wilderness
with men of the common sort, who put bracel etson their wristsand beautiful crownson their heads.

43 "Then | said concerning her who had grown old in adulteries, "Will they commit harlotry with her
now, and she with them?"
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44 " Yet they went in to her, as men go in to a woman who playsthe harlot; thusthey went in to Oholah
and Oholibah, the lewd women.

45 "But righteous men will judge themafter the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women
who shed blood, because they are adulteresses, and blood is on their hands.

46 "For thus says the Lord GOD: 'Bring up an assembly against them, give them up to trouble and
plunder.

47 'The assembly shall stonethemwith stones and execute themwith their swords; they shall slay their
sons and their daughters, and burn their houses with fire.

48 'Thus | will cause lewdness to cease from the land, that all women may be taught not to practice
your lewdness.

49 'They shall repay you for your lewdness, and you shall pay for your idolatrous sins. Then you shall
know that | amthe Lord GOD.™ (NKJ)

Note that in this passage Y ahweh refersto two sisters, Israel and Samariawho were His. The imagery that
is used seems to clearly suggest that He is referring to them aswives, |f God Himself can describe
Himself as having two wives, how can any person who claimsto fear God suggest
that monogamy is the only form of marriage that is of God or that a man having
morethan onewifeissin?

f. THE PROBLEMSOF LEAH AND RACHEL

In the scriptures concerning Jacobs marriage to Leah and Rachel in Genesis 29 to Genesis 31 we see a
number of difficulties between thetwo women. It could be argued that thisresultsfrom more than onewife,
however, there was an issue of deception and various other factors which are surely morelikely to be at the
root of the strife than the issue of Jacob having multiple wives.

What is more notable about this instance is that from Genesis to Revelation there are only a very few
instances of strife between wives. Sarah and Haggar in Genesis 16 to Genesis 21 and Hannah and Peninnah
the wives of Elkanah the father of Samuel the prophet in 1 Samuel 1:1-2 are two further cases. Rather than
using these cases to support monogamy should we not marvel at the fact that although reference is made to
men with more than one wife throughout scripture from Genesis to Revelation, there are so few instances
of strifereported. Sincethisisso, should wenot rather look tothework of Satan in more
recent generationsto under stand why marriages with several wives have problems
and should we not be mor e honest about the extent of the problemsin monogamous

marriages?
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‘ CHAPTERG6

SOME OTHER SCRIPTURES ON MARRIAGE ISSUES

Following are afew further scriptures which have some bearing on the subject of this discourse:

42. THE VIRTUOUSWIFE

Prover bs 31:10-31 defines a virtuous wife as follows:

10 Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth isfar above rubies.
11 Theheart of her husband safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of gain.

12  Shedoes him good and not evil all the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her hands.

14 Sheislike the merchant ships, she brings her food from afar.

15 She also rises while it is yet night, and provides food for her household, and a portion for her
mai dservants.

16 Sheconsidersafield and buysit; from her profits she plants a vineyard.

17 Shegirds herself with strength, and strengthens her arms.

18 She perceives that her merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out by night.

19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff, and her hand holds the spindle.

20 She extends her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy.

21 Sheisnot afraid of snow for her household, for all her household is clothed with scarlet.

22 She makes tapestry for herself; her clothing isfine linen and purple.

23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land.

24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies sashes for the merchants.

25 Strength and honor are her clothing; she shall rejoice in timeto come.

26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of kindness.

27 She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.

28 Her childrenrise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:

29 "Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.”

30 Charmisdeceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fearsthe LORD, she shall be
praised.

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates. (NKJ)

It seems clear from this passage that a virtuous wife is one who conducts herself responsibly, brings honour
to her husband, is God fearing AND conducts her own business enterprises. Thus it would seem that the
"woman's liberation” movement which has demanded greater freedom for women to become involved in
commerce, etc arefully justified, Y ahweh Himself has ordained such for avirtuouswife. Thusit would seem
that the idea of a "kept woman" frequently associated with Western Christianity is not scriptura. In fact
many Christian wives who complain that their husbands do not keep them in the manner to which they wish
to become accustomed should examine themselves carefully, perhaps their husbands are not generating
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sufficient revenueto the family purse precisely because the wife should be hel ping him materially to support
the family?

43. THE ONE FLESH BOND
Genesis 2:24 in the Amplified Bible states:

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife
and they shall become one flesh. (AMP)

Matthew 19:5-6 in the Amplified Bible states:

5 And said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be united (joined

Inseparably) to hiswife, and the two shall become one flesh?

6 Sothey are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put
asunder (separate). (AMP)

It is particularly important to note the amplification "joined insepar ably" in the above passage. Taken

together with the phrase™ let not man put asunder™ thisstartsto reveal the full extent of the oneflesh
bond as an unbreakable spiritual bond granted by God in order to bind husband and wife together. Asthe
bond intensifiesthrough repeated sexual encounters, sowill lovealsointensify if both partiesgivethemselves
to one another in accordance with scripture. 1 Corinthians 6, quoted below clearly revealsthat multiple one
flesh bonds can coexist. Matthew 19:5-6 clearly indicatesthat the one flesh bond cannot be broken by man.

a A MAN CANBE"ONE FLESH" WITH MORE THAN ONE WOMAN
1 Corinthians 6:15-20 states;

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ
and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!

16 Or do you not know that hewhoisjoined to a harlot is one body with her? For
"thetwo," Hesays, " shall become one flesh."

17 But hewho isjoined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man doesisoutsidethe body, but hewho
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who isin you, whom you have
from God, and you are not your own?

20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God's. (NKJ)
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Here we surely see confirmation that many
men can become one flesh with a harlot and: SCRIPTURAL " ONE FLESH" BONDS- THE HUSBAND
that a man can become one flesh with more "COVERS' HISWIVES

than one woman. We aso see the direc
correspondence between the sexual act be-
tween husband and virgin wife and the ne
birth resulting in the born again believe Man

becoming one spirit with the Lord Jesus *head of | AN
Christ. We also see that becoming one results woman' ///SCRIFTURAL
from sex and not from marriage vows and we ' /Y /IOINE‘ kL\ESS
see no indication that it is a transitory or NN
reversible state, , : i

\

!

b. THE ONE FLESH BOND SUPPORTS . P N N
AN ORDERLY HIERARCHY OH Wi Q $ $ $ $ Q $
GOVERNANCE BETWEEN CHRIST MONOG%-ASPECIAL
AND THE CHURCH FORM OF SCRIPTURAL
MARRIAGE
illustratesthe scriptural formsof the oneflesh
bond. Fromthisitisapparent that aman married to one or more women providesa"covering" as discussed
in section 51, page 136 and that aman married to several woman represents a state of spiritual order which

isentirely consistent with the manner in which Y ahweh has ordered many thingsin Hisword. For example,
in Exodus 18:21 it is stated:

"Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating
covetousness; and place such over themto berulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties,
and rulers of tens. (NKJ)

Throughout scripture one finds reference to hierarchies of this nature instituted by God. Should we not
therefore accept that a similar hierarchy is envisaged for marriage? Should we not also recognize the
potential instability of monogamy implied by the diagram? A man who is the head of several wivesis
underpinned by a number of women who are one flesh with him and who intercede for him and assist him
to accomplish al that God has called him to do. He is no longer reliant on other men's wives and other
strangers to perform tasks which are critical to his mission, he can rely on his own body to assist him.

¢. THEHUSBAND ASHEAD OF THE WIFE

Ephesians 5:23-24 states:

23 For the husband is head of thewife, asalso Christ is head of the church; and

Heisthe Savior of the body.
24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in

everything. (NKJ)
1 Corinthians 11:3-15 states:

3 But | want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is

man, and the head of Christ is God.

4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head.

5 But every woman who praysor prophesieswith her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is
one and the same asif her head were shaved.
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6 For if awoman isnot covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn
or shaved, let her be covered.

7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he isthe image and glory of God; but woman
isthe glory of man.

8 For man isnot fromwoman, but woman from man.

9 Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.

10 For thisreason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.

11 Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man, in the Lord.

12 For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from
God.

13 Judge among yourselves. Isit proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?

14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man haslong hair, it isa dishonor to him?

15 But if awoman haslong hair, itisa glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a covering. (NKJ)

These passages are an extension of Genesis 3:13-16:

13 And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The
serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent: " Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all
cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all
the days of your life.

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel."

16 Tothewoman Hesaid: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall

bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."
(NKJ)

In this last verse we gain greater insight as to why Satan is so determined to have wives rule over ther
husbands through feminism and enforced monogamy. If aman islimited to one wife he has no recourse to
an dternativeif that wife seeks to dominate him.

d. THE CONSEQUENCESOF UNGODLY OR UNFULFILLED ONE FLESH BONDS

For as long as a person has one flesh bonds

with past sexual partners (whether heterosex- : FORNICATION OR POLYGAMY : A" ONE FLESH"
ual or male-male) that person is caught up in SPIRITUAL SPIDERSWEB

a spiritual spiders web which causes confu-
sion, conflict and torment and which opensthg
door widefor Satan to attack that person. Thig
is shown diagrammatically in . In biologica
termsthisis"polygamy", sexual intercourse of|
many males with the same group of man
females. Paul says that fornication is a s
against your own body and, as you gain a
appreciation for the strength of the one-flesh
bond you will understand why.

Section 81, page 201 containsacase history of
a man with intense persona experience re-
garding the one flesh bond. After an extra-
marital affair while back slidden and awa
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from God in atraditional church he was eventually brought back from the brink of destruction by God in
His Grace and given an opportunity to repent and truly serve Him. After ayear and half of intense prayer,
much conflicting counsel and general uncertainty the Lord showed him about the one flesh bond through
the scriptures cited above and through the book "One Flesh” by Bob Yandian. It isaspiritual bond formed
during sexual intercourse, seemingly a spiritual emission in concert with the physical emission. Fully
developed it isan incredibly strong, near telepathic, bond which will keep sexual partners together against
separation. Asfar as| have been able to determineit is abond which cannot be broken by man, it can only
be broken by heartfelt, humble petition to Almighty God to extend mercy and grace and break the bond since
we are told that no man should put asunder. Perhaps Matthew 19:6 actually signifies that no man is able
to put asunder? Unless the bond to be broken results from afailed marriage in an ungodly environment or
from adultery of fornication, it seems unlikely that it will be broken under normal circumstances. In this
man's experience and in our experience ministering to others, humble petition in the name of Jesusisthe
only way and then only when there are grounds for the petition which are acceptable in the sight of God.
In such a case the person concerned must pray with a humble and a contrite heart with someone praying in
agreement.

Asfar as| have been able to determine thisis

avery specific prayer and very different to any : ADULTERY : UNSCRIPTURAL " ONE FLESH" BONDS
ot h er p r ay er
that one might pray. Having confessed any s
associated with the oneflesh bond, repented of
it and received forgiveness, one should the
pray aong the lines "Father | acknowledge T
that | cannot break this one flesh bond{  scriprurall "
with ....... [name]. | ask you in the name of] ONE FBLESH:
Jesus, by your mercy and your grace, to oHSr

cut this one flesh bond at my end and at
....... [name]'s. | thank you Lord for setting
me free. In Jesus name. Amen."

Woman $

Accordingly, the one flesh bond is abond that

in cases other than true divorce, can only beg LEGAL
broken when it has come into existencd "MONOGAMY"
through sin.  clearly demonstrates the basic
one flesh network which develops when a woman has sexual intercourse with more than one man. As
promiscuity (fornication) increases, the spiders web shown in develops. A person who has had sexua
encounters with others and lost contact with them may have grounds for the breaking of this bond.
However, aman who hastaken the virginity of awoman and then moved on may find that Y ahweh requires
himto fulfill hisscriptural obligation to that woman and take her aswife. If she has subsequently remarried
and had children then it may bethat sheisde-facto divorced and it ispossiblethat Y ahweh will release them
but it seemsthat there are al so instances where Y ahweh may require the wife to return to the man who took
her virginity. We have ministered in a situation where after over twenty years of marriage God showed a
woman that her marriage was adulterous after He had taken her out of the marriage and brought her original
lover back into her life. In such a situation, unless the one flesh bonds are broken, the woman will never
be ableto give herself wholeheartedly to her husband and she constantly find herself pulled away in different
directions. The same will happen to a man who has one flesh bonds with women who are not living with
him as hiswives.
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A woman who has been promiscuous, an

adulteress or a harlot will find herself caught : THE LORD JESUSCHRIST - THE HEAD OF THE
in a spiritual spiders web, enmeshed with CHURCH

every man she has ever had intercourse wit
and, in turn, enmeshed with al the otherseac
of those has had intercourse with. By exten-
sion, men become one flesh with other men as
illustrated in and . Thisisan abomination in
the sight of our Holy and Uncompromisingl
Righteous God. Peoplein thissituation ident-
ify strongly with a metaphor of having invisi-
ble elastic ropes attached to them which con-
stantly pull them in every direction and causs
them to feel incomplete. Typically it appears
that thisfeeling of incompl etenessdrivesthe
to constantly seek "love" from new faces, thus ’

compounding the situation. $ ¥¥$¥$¥¥ $ (] ¥¥¥¥$¥¥

e. WHY THE ONE FLESH BOND DOESNOT REQUIRE LOVE OR LUST TO BE FORMED

The oneflesh bond isan incredibly powerful spiritual forcethat Y ahweh has give mankind to bind husband
andwives. A manwho takesawifeand hasregular intercourse with her, both giving themsel vesto the other
without restraint or qualification, will find that love will grow and become moreintense with timeto apoint

where they cannot live without one another and feel incomplete when separated. Thisisthe oneflesh
bond, an example of the power of love and Yahweh's wisdom. A marriage
consummated without love but entered into with atotal commitment on the part of
both parties not to withhold anything and to consider only the other party, will
become a marriage of intense love.

Thus love is NOT a prerequisite for marriage. Marriage with a wholehearted
commitment to give all that is scriptural to the spouse in marriage IS A PRE-
REQUISITE FOR TRUE LOVE IN MARRIAGE! In fact, it seems to me that so-called

"love" between a man and awoman before marriage is never true marital love as 'Y ahweh intended it and,
in fact, it may be little better than lust!

f. THE ONE FLESH BOND CREATESA SPIRITUAL UNDERPINNING FOR THE HUSBAND

Note also that several women joined with one flesh bonds to one man will be in a state of spiritual balance
and harmony. In asense, the wives of aman are the pillars of hishouse. 1 Timothy 3:15 states:

15 but if | amdelayed, | write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house

of God, whichisthe church of theliving God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
(NKJ)

The implication here is that the church (which is a plural entity) is the pillar on which the truth (which is
Jesus) rests. Again the imagery would seem to be powerful. A man underpinned by several wiveswill be
more stable than one standing on asingle pillar. As each wife has different God given attributes, so she
underpins her husband in adifferent area of hislife and ministry asimplied in figure..
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Conversely, aman joined to awoman who is joined to other men will find himself experiencing aform of
spiritual dislocation and jealousy, exemplified by , which he will be unable to explain.

Furthermore, the one flesh bond creates a

spiritual unit or house which, if it isdivided, : MONOGAMY IN THE CONTEXT OF ISAIAH 4:1
cannot stand. Thus, if amanisnot living with
awoman with whom heis one flesh his houss
will be divided and my own experience indi-
cates, is likely to suffer continuous financial
lack as described in section 52, page 145.

g. ONE FLESH IN MARRIAGE COR-
RESPONDS TO ONE BODY IN
CHRIST

Ephesians5:31-32, discussed in sections99.e,
9.e, page 27 and section 51, page 54, also cites
Genesis 2:24 in the context of the relationship
between Christ and the church:

31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.”
32 Thisisa great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the church. (NKJ)

Wemust surely concludethat the one flesh bond between husband and wife hastremendous spiritual signifi-
cance!

Consider Romans 12:4-5:

4 For aswe have many membersin one body, but all the members do not have the same function,
5 sowe, being many, are one body in Christ, (NKJ)

1 Corinthians 10:16-17:

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, isit not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which
we break, isit not the communion of the body of Christ?

17 For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for weall partake of that one bread.
(NKJ)

1 Corinthians 12:11-31:

11 But one and the same Spirit worksall thesethings, distributing to each oneindividually asHewills.

12 For asthe body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
free-- and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.

15 If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | am not of the body," is it therefore not of the
body”

16 Andyi’;the ear should say, "Because | amnot an eye, | am not of the body," isit therefore not of the
body?
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17 If thewhole body were an eye, wherewould be the hearing? If the whole wer e hearing, wherewould
be the smelling?
18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.

19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.

21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have
no need of you."

22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.

23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,

24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor
to that part which lacks it,

25 that there should be no schismin the body, but that the member s should have the same care for one
another.

26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is
honored, all the membersrejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and membersindividually.

28 And God hasappointed thesein the church: fir st apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.

29 Areall apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?

30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet | show you a more excellent way. (NKJ)

Is it not significant that this passage immediately leads into 1 Corinthians 13, discussed in section 9.i,
page 30 which describesin detail the agapelove of God? Doesthis scripture also not makeit very clear that
God, in His wisdom created people different to perform different functions in the body of Christ? Is it
therefore not likely that God has created women different to perform different functionsin the "one flesh”
of the man? Would this not explain the extent to which men become dissatisfied with the "short comings’
of their wives and enter into relationships with other women only to find that they have other shortcomings.
Is this not what gives rise to the myth of the ideal "life partner” which God supplies and which pastors
preach about and conduct lengthy counselling sessions to assist couples to determine whether they are the
ideal fit for oneanother. If one acceptsthe scriptural principles contained in thisdocument, surely one must
accept that if aman has a need that is not met by hisfirst wife that is to be expected, it is no reflection on
hisfirst wife, it simply reflects that God never intended one woman to necessarily complement one man.
The response to this problem is therefore merely to take another wife, particularly in the present age where
Isaiah 4:1, also discussed in section 9., 9.j, page 33, and section 55, page 153, quite clearly indicates that
there will be seven times more women than men in the Body of Christ and that these women will desireto
marry and will be willing and able to supply their own food and clothing:

And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, " We will eat our own food and
wear our own apparel; only let us be called by your name, to take away our
reproach.”

Doesthisnot removethe"performance pressure” fromwomen constantly fearing being compared with other
women and rejected because of someimaginary greater perfection. Doesit not remove the competition and
jealousy which occurs between so many women? How can a woman truly submit to and reverence her
husband when shelivesin constant fear of being compared with other women and being rejected at any time
because monogamy forces her husband to choose. How can a woman extend the agape love of God to an
unmarried sister in Christ if she constantly fears that that woman may steal her husband instead of
considering the possibility of extending the covering of her husband to that woman with the prospect of them
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becoming best friends? | pray that by now you can see that God's plan for marriage is so radically different
and better from anything that you have been taught!

44. SOUL TIES
The one flesh bond isNOT a soul tie, asoul tie is something completely different.

In 1 Samuel 18:1-4 it isreported:

1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was Knit to the soul of

David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

2 Saul took himthat day, and would not let him go home to his father's house anymore.

3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

4 And Jonathan took off the robe that was on himand gave it to David, with hisarmor, even to hissword
and his bow and his belt. (NKJ)

Theword knit in 1 Samuel 18:1 istheword gashar, Strong's number 7194:

Strong defines 7194 gashar (kaw-shar') as:

a primitive root: to tie, physically (gird, confine, compact) or mentally (in love, league):
KJV-- bind (up), (make a) conspire (-acy, -ator), join together, knit, stronger, work [treason].

While it's usage is diverse it certainly refers to a vary strong joining or binding of the soul's of David and
Jonathan.

The soul tie can be formed between any two people of either gender. It does not require sexual congress.
It is not a contract or avow, it is a deep empathy and bond borne out of Godly love and respect. It occurs
in marriage as a consequence of the attraction between husband and wife but it can occur between any man
and woman who are deeply attracted to one another or who are simply really good friends. In some cases
the soul tiewill be inappropriate and must be renounced and cut off. After divorce or after repentance from
adultery the soul tie with the former spouse or lover must also be renounced and cut off.

Asbest | can determine the soul tie isnot a necessary prerequisite for marriage although thereislikely to be
asoul tie by the time of marriage or shortly thereafter. However, it would seem possible that in amarriage
where there is no love or even mutual respect or empathy a soul tie would not necessarily be formed.

45. THEBLOOD LINE
Throughout scripture reference is made to genealogies, the so-called "blood line". The blood line carries
curses from generation to generation. It also seemsthat it has some spiritual dimension in asimilar vein to
the one flesh bond. Infact, it would appear that the sexual sinsidentified in Leviticus 18 and Leviticus 20,
discussed in section 14, page 54 may correspond to comparable spiritual confusion in the blood line to that
described for the one flesh bond as resulting from fornication and adultery.

46. MARRIAGE TO EMPLOYEES

Exodus 21:1-11 states:
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"Now these are the judgments which you shall set before them:

"I1f you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years; and in the seventh he shall go out free and pay

nothing.

3 "If he comesin by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he comesin married, then hiswife shall go
out with him.

4 "If his master has given him a wife, and she has borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her
children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself.

5 "But if the servant plainly says, 'l love my master, my wife, and my children; | will not go out free;’

6 "thenhismaster shall bring himto thejudges. He shall also bring himto the door, or to the doorpost,
and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.

7 "Andif aman sells his daughter to be a female slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do.

8 "If she does not please her master, who has betrothed her to himself, then he shall let her be
redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt deceitfully with
her.

9 "Andif he has betrothed her to his son, he shall deal with her according to the custom of daughters.

10 "If hetakes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and her marriagerights.

11 "And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, without paying money. (NKJ)

N

In this passage, which deals with servants or slaves, it is apparent that the employer is free to marry his
unmarried femaleworkers, provided he does not do so at the expense of thoseto whom heisalready married.

Surely we must concludethat it isacceptablein the sight of God for a man tomarry
hisunmarried secretary or other employee, even if heisalready married?

We further see that even in the case of a slave or servant, if a man takes a second or subsequent wife " he

shall not diminish her [thefirst wife's] food, her clothing, and her marriage rights'.
Presumably the same applies to a wife who was not originally a servant. Accordingly it appears that this
passage does provide a guarantee for afirst wife when her husband takes further wives that the conditions
agreed to at the time of her marriage or in common practice before the taking of subsequent wives, shall not
be diminished. Clearly thisis a constraint that any subsequent wives must be made aware of and agree to
before marriage and it surely creates achallenge for any man in our society who married monogamously and
wants to take another wife.

Surely wemust concludethat only whereGod givesguidanceshould amanin thisage
consider taking further wives, unless of course he already has additional wives
through so-called " extramarital” relationsand which henow realizesheisrequired
before Yahweh to acknowledge and act on.

47. A WIFEISA GOOD THING
Proverbs 18:22 states:
22 He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor fromthe LORD. (NKJ)
Lamsa'strandation of Proverbs 18:22 states:

22 He who finds a good wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor fromthe LORD. And he who puts out
a good wife, puts out a good thing from his house.
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Proverbs 19:14 states:

14 Housesand richesareaninheritancefromfathers, but a prudent wifeisfromthe LORD. (NKJ)

Aretwo of anumber of scriptureswhich indicate that marriageisablessing fromthe Lord. Thereisnothing
to indicate that this is restricted to the first wife or to "wife", singular.

48. ROTTENNESSIN THE BONESAND CONTENTION

Some other scriptureswhich have a bearing include Proverbs 12:4:

4 Anexcellent wifeisthe crown of her husband, but she who causes shameislikerottennessin
his bones. (NKJ)

In considering this scripture, remember Genesis 2:23-24:

23 And Adam said: "Thisis now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man."

24 Thereforeaman shall leave hisfather and mother and bejoined to hiswife, and they shall becomeoOne
flesh. (NKJ)

Wetherefore seethat awoman who isone flesh with aman is called bone of hisbonesand flesh of hisflesh -
truly they are one. Accordingly awife who causes shame brings about a sensation which can be likened to
"rottennessin hisbones'. | have experienced thiswith awifewho isin strife and division with her husband,
it islike something insideis rotten and pulling apart. God created man to walk in unity with hiswives and
awife who does not walk in unity will have a materially negative effect on her husband. Conversely awife
who isin harmony and unity with her husband will buoy him up and he will achieve great exploits for his
God in such a situation and will al'so accomplish much more for his family. Clearly this requires that the
husband is seeking to serve God faithfully.

Proverbs 21:9:

9 Better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, than in a house shared with a contentious woman [wife] .
(NKJ)

Proverbs 25:23-24:

23 The north wind brings forth rain, and a backbiting tongue an angry countenance.
24 Itisbetter to dwell ina corner of a housetop, than in a house shared with a contentious woman [ wife] .
(NKJ)

Proverbs 27:15-16:

15 A continual dripping on a very rainy day and a contentious woman [wife] are alike;
16 Whoever restrains her restrains the wind, and grasps oil with hisright hand. (NKJ)

Noting that the Hebrew words for woman and wife are the same, as discussed in section 39, page 109, itis
apparent that Y ahweh has expressed Himself clearly about the implications of a wife who dishonours her
husband and brings shame to him and awife who is contentious and argumentative. Surely we must seethis
asatype of therebellious and argumentative Christian who does not submit to Jesus astheir Lord and King?
There is much that we have to learn including women learning that it is not their place to argue with and
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demand of their husbands and husbands learning to become like Jesus so that their wives can indeed love
them as they aught.

1 Peter 3:1-2 provides a stark contrast to the contentious wives cited above:

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey
the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,
2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. (NKJ)

Can there be any doubt that God does not intend awife to harass or nag her husband but to submit to him and
love him and pray for him if he does get out of the will of God or into error?

49. RIGHTEOUSANGER OF A BETRAYED HUSBAND

Consider that if Yahweh becomes angry with his wivesin Ezekial 16 and 23, as discussed in section 41.e,
page 119, should not a husband be angry when a wife deal s treacherously?

Consider also Proverbs 6:23-35:

23 For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life,

24 To keep you from the evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a seductress.

25 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, nor let her allure you with her eyelids.

26 For by means of a harlot a man isreduced to a crust of bread; and an adulteresswill prey upon his
precious life.

27 Can aman take fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?

28 Can one walk on hot coals, and his feet not be seared?

29 Soishewho goesin to his neighbor's wife; whoever touches her shall not be innocent.

30 People do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy himself when heis starving.

31 Yet when heisfound, he must restor e sevenfold; he may haveto give up all the substance of hishouse.

32 Whoever commits adultery with awoman lacks under standing; he who does so destroys hisown soul.

33 Wounds and dishonor he will get, and his reproach will not be wiped away.

34 For jealousy is a husband's fury; therefore he will not spare in the day of
vengeance.
35 Hewill accept no recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many
gifts. (NKJ)

Clearly there is a place for righteous anger on the part of a husband who has been betrayed by his wife.

In this context, it is interesting to consider that Esther 1:1-22 reports an event which would seem to be of
some relevance:

1 Now it came to passin the days of Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned over one hundred
and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia),

2 inthose dayswhen King Ahasuer us sat on the throne of hiskingdom, which wasin Shushan the citadel,

3 thatinthethirdyear of hisreign hemadeafeast for all hisofficialsand servants-- the powersof Persia
and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being before him:--

4 when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his excellent majesty for many
days, one hundred and eighty daysin all.

5 And when these days were completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for all the people who
wer e present in Shushan the citadel, fromgreat to small, in the court of the garden of the king's palace.
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6 Therewerewhiteand bluelinen curtainsfastened with cords of finelinen and purpleon silver rodsand
marble pillars; and the couches were of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of alabaster, turquoise,
and white and black marble.

7 Andthey served drinksin golden vessels, each vessel being different fromthe other, with royal winein
abundance, according to the generosity of the king.

8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so the king had ordered all the
officers of his household, that they should do according to each man's pleasure.

9 Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women in the royal palace which belonged to King Ahasuer us.

10 Onthe seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha,
Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King
Ahasuerus,

11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the
people and the officials, for she was beautiful to behold.

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command brought by his eunuchs; therefore the king
was furious, and his anger burned within him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men who under stood the times (for thiswasthe king's manner toward all
who knew law and justice,

14 those closest to himbeing Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tar shish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the
seven princes of Persia and Media, who had access to the king's presence, and who ranked highest in
the kingdom):

15 "What shall we do to Queen Vashti, according to law, because she did not obey the command of King
Ahasuerus brought to her by the eunuchs?"

16 And Memucan answer ed beforetheking and the princes: " Queen Vashti has not only wronged the king,
but also all the princes, and all the people who arein all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.

17 "For the queen's behavior will become known to all women, so that they will despisetheir husbandsin
their eyes, when they report, 'King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in before him,
but she did not come.'

18 "This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media will say to all the king's officials that they have
heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus there will be excessive contempt and wrath.

19 " If it pleases the king, let a royal decree go out from him, and let it be recorded in
the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not be altered, that Vashti
shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position
to another who is better than she.

20 "When the king's decree which he will make is proclaimed throughout all his
empire (for it is great), all wives will honor their husbands, both great and
small."

21 And the reply pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the word of Memucan.

22 Then he sent lettersto all the king's provinces, to each provincein its own script, and to every people

in their own language, that each man should be master in his own house, and speak in the language of
his own people. (NKJ)

If oneacceptsthat Y ahweh indeed inspired the book of Esther and that He inspired the chain of eventswhich
led to Esther becoming queen, must we not conclude that the actions of King Ahasuerus have some
scriptural basis in line with the scripture cited earlier? Does this scripture not indicate clearly that in the
days of that the Proverbs were recorded wives showed more respect to their husbands?

50. VIRGIN DAUGHTERS

1 Corinthians 7:25-40 states:
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25 Now concerning virgins. | have no commandment fromthe Lord; yet | give judgment as one whomthe
Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy.

26 | suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress-- that it is good for a man to
remain asheis:

27 Areyou bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.

28 But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned.
Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but | would spare you.

29 But this| say, brethren, the timeis short, so that from now on even those who have wives should be as
though they had none,

30 those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoi ce as though they did not rejoice, those
who buy as though they did not possess,

31 and those who use thisworld as not misusing it. For the form of thisworld is passing away.

32 But | want you to be without care. Hewho isunmarried caresfor the things of the Lord-- how he may
please the Lord.

33 But he who is married cares about the things of the world-- how he may please his wife.

34 Thereis a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of
the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the
things of the world-- how she may please her husband.

35 And this| say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that
you may serve the Lord without distraction.

36 Butif any man thinksheisbehavingimproperlytoward hisvirgin, if sheispast theflower of youth,
and thusit must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them marry.

37 Neverthelesshewho stands steadfast in hisheart, having no necessity, but has power over hisown
will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep hisvirgin, does well.

38 So then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he who does not give her in marriage does
better.

39 A wifeisbound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, sheisat liberty to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

40 But sheis happier if she remains as sheis, according to my judgment-- and | think | also have the

Spirit of God. (NKJ)

Overall these verses give some guidance with regard to recommendations by Paul, which he stresses are not
necessarily inspired by the Holy Spirit, regarding virgins and it is apparent that his thoughts regarding
widows changed between writing the first letter to the Corinthians and writing 1 Timothy 5:9-14, referred
to in section 40.f where he commands them to marry.

Verses 36 to 38 are somewhat problematic in most, generally availabletranslations. Lamsa, cited in section
36, interprets these verses from the Aramaic, as follows:

36 If any man thinks that he is shamed by the behavior of hisvirgin daughter because she has passed the
marriage age and he has not given her in marriage and that he should give her, let himdo what he will
and he does not sin. Let her be married.

37 If hehassincerely decided and is not forced by circumstances, but has determined and decreedin his
heart to keep his virgin daughter single, he does well.

38 So then he who gives hisvirgin daughter in marriage does well; and he who does not give hisvirgin
daughter in marriage does even better. (Lamsa)

This seems to be a more logical interpretation and removes some challenging ambiguities present in most
other trandations.

51. THE HUSBAND PROVIDESA "COVERING" TOHISWIFE
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Ruth 2:1-4:22 records:

CHAPTER 2

1 Therewas arelative of Naomi's husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of

Elimelech; his name was Boaz.

2 SoRuth the Moabitess said to Naomi, " Please let me go to thefield, and glean heads of grain after him
in whose sight | may find favor.” And she said to her, "Go, my daughter.”

3 Then sheleft, and went and gleaned in thefield after the reapers. And she happened to cometo the part
of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

4 Now behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said to the reapers, "The LORD be with you!" And they
answered him, "The LORD bless you!"

5 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, "Whose young woman is this?"

6 So the servant who wasin charge of the reapers answered and said, "It is the young Moabite woman
who came back with Naomi from the country of Moab.

7 "And shesaid, 'Please let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves." So she came and
has continued from morning until now, though she rested a little in the house.”

8 ThenBoazsaidto Ruth,"Youwill listen, my daughter, will you not? Do not go to glean in another field,
nor go from here, but stay close by my young women.

9 "Letyour eyesbeon thefield whichtheyreap, and go after them. Have | not commanded the young men
not to touch you? And when you arethirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what the young men have
drawn."

10 So shefell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, "Why have | found favor in your
eyes, that you should take notice of me, since | am a foreigner?"

11 And Boaz answered and said to her, "It has been fully reported to me, all that you have done for your
mother -in-law since the death of your husband, and how you have left your father and your mother and
the land of your birth, and have come to a people whom you did not know before.

12 "The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come for refuge.”

13 Then she said, "Let mefind favor in your sight, my lord; for you have comforted me, and have spoken
kindly to your maidservant, though | am not like one of your maidservants."

14 Now Boazsaid to her at mealtime, "Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip your piece of bread inthe
vinegar." So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed parched grain to her; and she ate and was
satisfied, and kept some back.

15 And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, "Let her glean even among
the sheaves, and do not reproach her.

16 "Also let grain fromthe bundles fall purposely for her; leave it that she may glean, and do not rebuke
her."

17 Soshegleanedinthefield until evening, and beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah
of barley.

18 Then she took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. So she
brought out and gave to her what she had kept back after she had been satisfied.

19 And her mother-in-law said to her, "Where have you gleaned today? And where did you work? Blessed
be the one who took notice of you." So shetold her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and said,
"The man's name with whom | worked today is Boaz."

20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not forsaken His
kindnessto theliving and the dead!" And Naomi said to her, "Thisman isarelation of ours, one of our
closerelatives.”

21 Ruth the Moabitess said, "He also said to me, "You shall stay close by my young men until they have
finished all my harvest."

22 And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young
women, and that people do not meet you in any other field."
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23 So she stayed close by the young women of Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and wheat
harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law.

CHAPTER 3

1 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, " My daughter, shall | not seek security
for you, that it may be well with you?

2 " Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? I n fact, he
Iswinnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.

3 "Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go
down to thethreshing floor; but do not makeyourself known totheman until hehas
finished eating and drinking.

4 " Then it shall be, when helies down, that you shall notice the place where helies;
and you shall go in, uncover hisfeet, and lie down; and he will tell you what you

should do."

And she said to her, "All that you say to me | will do."

So she went down to the threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law instructed her.
And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end of the
heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.

8 Now it happened at midnight that the man was startled, and turned himself; and
there, a woman was lying at hisfeet.

9 And he said, "Who are you?" So she answered, "1 am Ruth, your maidservant.
Take your maidservant under your wing, for you are a closerelative."

10 Thenhesaid," Blessed areyou of the LORD, my daughter! For you
have shown more kindness at the end than at the beginning, in
that you did not go after young men, whether poor or rich.

11 " And now, my daughter, do not fear. | will do for you all that you

request, for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous woman.
12 "Nowitistruethat | am a closerelative; however, thereisarelative closer than
.
13 " Staythisnight, andin themorning it shall bethat if hewill perform the duty of
a closerelative for you-- good; let him do it. But if he does not want to perform

the duty for you, then | will perform the duty for you, asthe LORD

lives! Lie down until morning.”

14 So shelay at hisfeet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize another. Then he said,
"Do not let it be known that the woman came to the threshing floor."

15 Also hesaid, "Bring the shawl that isonyou and hold it." And when she heldit, he measured six ephahs
of barley, and laid it on her. Then she went into the city.

16 Sowhen she cameto her mother-in-law, she said, "Isthat you, my daughter ?" Then shetold her all that
the man had done for her.

17 And she said, "These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to
your mother-in-law.™

18 Then shesaid, "St still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will not
rest until he has concluded the matter this day."

~N O O1

CHAPTER 4
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1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there; and behold, the close relative of
whom Boaz had spoken cameby. So Boazsaid, " Comeaside, friend, sit down here.”
So he came aside and sat down.

2 And hetook ten men of the eldersof thecity, and said, " Sit down here." Sothey sat
down.

3 Then hesaidtotheclosereative, " Naomi, who has come back from the country of
Moab, sold the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.

4 " And | thought to inform you, saying, '‘Buy it back in the presence of the inhabit-
antsand the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not
redeem it, then tell me, that | may know; for thereis no one but you to redeem it,
and | am next after you."" And hesaid, " | will redeem it."

5 Then Boazsaid, " On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must
also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to perpetuate the name of
the dead through hisinheritance.”

6 And the close relative said, " | cannot redeem it for myself, lest | ruin my own
inheritance. You redeem my right of redemption for yourself, for I cannot redeem
it."

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and
exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the
other, and thiswas a confirmation in I srael.

8 Therefore the closerelative said to Boaz, " Buy it for yourself." So hetook off his
sandal.

9 And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, " You are witnesses this day that |
havebought all that wasElimelech's, and all that wasChilion'sand Mahlon's, from
the hand of Naomi.

10 " Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, | have acquired as my
wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead through hisinheritance, that the name
of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position at
the gate. You are witnesses this day."

11  And all the people who were at the gate, and the elders, said, " We are witnesses.
The LORD makethewoman who iscoming to your house like Rachel and Leah,
thetwo who built the house of | srael; and may you prosper in Ephrathah and be

famousin Bethlehem.
12 "May your house belike the house of Perez, whom Tamar boreto Judah, because of the offspring which
the LORD will give you from this young woman."

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the

LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son.

14 Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not |eft you this day without a close
relative; and may his name be famous in Israel!

15 "And may hebeto you arestorer of lifeand a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who
loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has borne him."

16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him.

17 Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "There is a son born to Naomi." And they called
his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

18 Now thisisthe genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron;

19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab;
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20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon;
21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed;
22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David. (NKJ)

Ruth 3:9in the Amplified Biblereadsin part:

R And she answered, | am Ruth your maidservant. Spread your wing (of protection) over your
maidservant, for you are next of kin." (AMP)

The context of thisverseisone of Ruth, aM oabite woman who had married a Hebrew sojourner in her land.
Her husband, his father and his brother all die and Ruth is left awidow with her mother-in-law Naomi and
returnsto Israel with her, declaring that "your people shall be my people and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16).
This acceptance by Ruth of the God of Isragl and the people of Israel, thus forsaking her gentile inheritance
is a clear type of any person accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as saviour and wholeheartedly adopting the
Christian faith. From other verses we gather that Ruth had not made a shallow decision but an uncompro-
mising decision to "go al theway". Sheleft her family and native land and adopted and complied with the
socia practices of her adopted faith and land. In fact, Ruth is so esteemed in the sight of God that she
became the mother of Obed, the father of Jesse the father of King David and her nameis explicitly recorded
for eternity in the genealogy of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 1:5:

5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, (NKJ)

On this basis, we must accept that the steps taken by Ruth, awidow, to seek the protection of Boaz, a"near
kinsman" are entirely appropriate and correct in the sight of God. She was not being forward when she
approached Boaz, she was acting in accordance with laid down scriptural protocol in accordance with
Deuteronomy 25:5-10.

Theinterpretation of thisverse of scriptureisvery eloguently presented by William Schnoebelen in hisbook
"Masonry, Beyond the Light". | quote verbatim from pages 230-232:

"HEADSHIP
"Paul teaches that the 'head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man’
(1 Corinthians 11:3). This is how men and women are created by God. Two other key
verses in this passage tell us:
'‘But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head:
for that is even all one asis she were shaven...For the man is not of the woman; but the woman
of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. For this
cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of theangels. 1 Corinthians 11:5, 8-10

"Although this is a rather deep passage, it is not too deep that it cannot be interpreted by
turning to the Bible itself for help. The first part is clearer. The husband is to be the head
of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the husband. Paul clarifies this principle
elsewhere, telling us:

'For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and He isthe
Saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbandsin every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word. Ephesians 5:23-26

"It is not a question of the husband 'lording it over' the wife as much as it is the husband
giving himself up for his wife, laying down his life for her as Jesus did for the church. This

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIIDIDIID DD DD DD DD D> D>

Chapter : 6 Some Other Scriptureson Marriage | ssues Page: 140



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

is not a permit for abusive behaviour on the part of husbands in any way, shape or form.
The wife must be submitted to the husband, but the husband must be Christ-like in his care
and devotion to the wife. He must be the channel through which the Holy Spirit can 'sanctify
and cleanse' his wife.

"TO SPREAD YOUR COVERING
"The last part of the passage quoted above is the most puzzling. What does 'For this cause
ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels' mean? This verse,
and the ones preceding it, have often been interpreted with total literalness, to the extent
that women have felt obliged to wear veils or hats to church.

"However, the word here is 'power’, which obviously means more than a veil. If we stand
aside and let the Bible interpret this passage, it all becomes clear. In Ruth 3:8-9, we find
the elegant Hebrew custom to which Paul is referring:

'‘And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and behold, a
woman lay at his feet. And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, | am Ruth thine
handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid: for thou are a near kinsman.

"Ruth is asking Boaz, her near kinsman, to marry her out of obligation to his dead relation,
Mahlon, her former husband. For him to cover her with his skirt was a way of saying that
he would marry her, taking her under the mantle of his protection, even as we, the church,
are under the mantle of Jesus' protection.’

"When a Godly man marries a woman, he takes 'power' over her because of the angels.
Which angels are being referred to is unclear. Some say they are not good angels, but
fallen angels, which might attack or tempt the wife, Others say they are good angels who
are scandalized by seeing a wife out from under the authority of her husband.

"Although we cannot be certain, | prefer the first explanation, especially since there are two
other places in scripture which seem to indicate that fallen angels might be very dangerous
to unprotected women (Genesis 6:2, Jude 6-7). Thus, it is the duty of the man to provide
a spiritual covering for his wife.

"Why is this? Because it is the way the Lord made the marriage relationship. It is the way
men and women are put together, In a good, Christian marriage, the husband is the
covering for the wife -- her shepherd, her 'lightning rod', if you will. He takes all the flak for
her, even as Jesus did for us. He should be both a unique font of blessing for her and her
strong protector from attack, whether spiritual or physical."

| have no doubt that the above interpretation is substantially correct, | have independently encountered a
teaching by Benny Hinn on"Demons and Devils' which makes arelated point about Genesis 6:2-6 referring
to fallen angels taking on their human form and having sexual intercourse with women, thus giving rise to
the race of giants of which Goliath was one of the last.

It isthese same angelswhich arereferred toin Jude 1:6:

6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; (NKJ)

and 2 Peter 2:4:
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4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgement.

Genesis 6:1-8 reads:

1 Now it cameto pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughterswere born to
them,

2 that the sSons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves of all whom they chose.

3 And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he isindeed flesh; yet his days
shall be one hundred and twenty years."

4 Therewere giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who wer e of old, men of
renown.

5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

7 Sothe LORD said, "1 will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth, both man and
beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have made them.”

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. (NKJ)

It seemsthat there are areasonably large number of believers who accept that the term "sons of God" refers
to angels and that the passage above therefore refers to fallen angels marrying women. One teaching holds
that since Satan realized that the only way that God could regain dominion over the earth legally wasfor the
Messiah to be born of a woman and that, by instructing his fallen angels to marry as many women as
possible, he could corrupt the blood line so completely that it would not be possible for a sinless man to be
born of woman.

Genesis 3:14-16 states:

14 Sothe LORD God said to the serpent: " Because you have donethis, you are cursed morethan all cattle,
and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days
of your life.

15 And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel."

16 To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall
bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you." (NKJ)

It iswidely accepted that the woman's seed referred to hereisthe singular seed which was Jesus Christ born
of awoman that He might crush the head of the serpent, that is Satan.

Revelation 20:1-3 states:

1 Thenl saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain
in his hand.

2 Helaid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and
bound him for athousand years;
3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should

deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be
released for a little while. (NKJ)
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It therefore appears that for Jesus Christ to be born of awoman and to be sinless it was necessary for there
to be a woman whose blood line descended from Adam WITHOUT the contamination resulting from
contamination by sexual intercourse of women with fallen angels. According to thisinterpretation Noah and
his sons were the only remaining men on earth who were genetically and spiritually uncontaminated by this
impregnation, hence the need for the flood to destroy all other humans. Apparently one or more of Noah's
sons wives was not pure and that was how the giants propagated after the flood and why Israel had to
completely destroy them when they came out of Egypt and why David's victory over Goliath was so
significant.

According to thisinterpretation, once an angel has sinned by having intercourse with a human woman heis
cast into chains for the day of judgement as referred to in Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4. Asaconsequence, Satan's
compliment of angelswas seriously diminished and he could not afford to again try thisavenue. Presumably
this does not prevent him from trying again at the end of the age should he conclude that there is benefit to
be gained. Something like this may be a prerequisite for the birth of the "beast" of Revelation but thisis
outside the scope of this book.

In this light, the responsibility of Christian men to provide covering to Christian
women in these last days becomes of greater significance if we take account of the
level of deception that is expected to accompany the end of the age.

General observation of daily occurrences also indicate that many unmarried Christian women become
desperate about not having a husband and often fall into the trap of marrying unsaved husbands who
frequently abuse them. This leads to immense suffering, sometimes to backsliding and often to divorce.
Othersfall victim to their sexual needs and find themselves repeatedly succumbing to the advances of men
who take advantage of their vulnerable position. Many Christian womenin thissituation become desperately

unhappy.

In continuing with our analysis of Ruth, it isimportant to note that at no point is there an indication whether
Boaz already had awife and it will be apparent from Exodus 21:10 that thisis not arelevant question. Since
scripture explicitly permits a man to take more than one wife there was no need for Boaz to be unmarried
and, in fact, careful analysis of the passage indicates that Boaz was considerably older than Ruth, he refers
to the "young men" and this further indicates that it is highly unlikely that he was unmarried.

We should furthermore note that there was another man who was a closer kinsman than Boaz but that he
declined to marry Ruth because she was a Moabitess, prohibited by Deuteronomy 23:3 & 4. From thiswe
observe a degree of discretion on the part of the person who was technically the first in line who, on the
grounds of a scriptural constraint, chose to decline to perform the required service. Note that Deuteronomy
25:5-10 lays down a serious reproach for the man who declines to perform this duty without scriptural
grounds:

5 "If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the widow of the dead man shall not
be married to a stranger outside the family; her husband's brother shall go in to her, take her as his
wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her.

6 "Anditshall bethat thefirstborn son which she bearswill succeed to the name of hisdead brother, that
his name may not be blotted out of Israel.

7 " Butif the man does not want to take his brother'swife, then let hisbrother'swife
go up to the gate to the elders, and say, 'My husband's brother refusesto raise up
a name to his brother in Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband's
brother.'

8 "Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him; and if he stands firm and says, 'l do not
want to take her,’
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9 "then hisbrother'swife shall cometo himin the presence of the elders, remove his
sandal from hisfoot, spitin hisface, and answer and say, ' So shall it be doneto the

man who will not build up his brother's house.'
10 "And his name shall be called in Israel, "'The house of him who had his sandal removed.’ (NKJ)

Clearly, refusing to marry such awoman is not a decision to be taken lightly.

Asacounterpoint, it is apparent that the application of these scripturesin these dayswould be difficult to be
taken entirely literally, after all there is nowhere that such awoman could go to find a group of elders who
would currently stand by while she spat in her late husband's brothers face! That does not necessarily not
mean that thisis not what sheis entitled to do.

Keep in mind that 1 Timothy 5:9-15 states:

9 Do not let awidow under sixty yearsold be taken into the number, and not unless she has been the wife
of one man,

10 well reported for good works: if she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has
washed the saints' feet, if she hasrelieved the afflicted, if she hasdiligently followed every good work.

11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire
to marry,

12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith.

13 And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also
gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.

14 Thereforel desirethat theyounger widowsmarry, bear children, managethehouse,

give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.
15 For some have already turned aside after Satan. (NKJ)

We see the same principle, with the sameimplication of entry for Satan carried into the New Covenant, again
with no indication that Paul foresaw the possibility of there not being enough unmarried men to go round.
Theimplication again being that the fact that a man was already married did not
prevent him from marryingawidow in order to givenoopportunity totheadversary
to speak reproachfully.

Surely then, by implication, the current marriage practicesof thechurch aregiving

theadversary (Satan) enor mousopportunity to speak r eproachfully!
Of what great judgment will those be subject who resist the truths presented in this
book?

The bottom line must surely be that any unmarried Christian woman whether a virgin, a widow or a
scripturally legitimately divorced woman who is earnestly seeking God for a husband, has a prerogative to
approach the man whom God has shown to her and ask him to extend hiscovering to her. It would seem that
the only basis for him to refuse to marry her would beif he is quite certain that the approach is not of God!

This requires amajor change in paradigm by all concerned. The Christian woman is entitled to a covering
and the Christian man is obliged to provideit if God has allocated the responsibility for that woman to him,

no matter how many wives he may already have!
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52. FINANCIAL LACK RESULTING FROM A DIVIDED HOUSE

We have already seen in section 43.f, page 128, that the one flesh bond between husband and wives brings
about a spiritual unity which corresponds to the house of the husband.

In Matthew 12:25 wer ead:

25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: "Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand. (NKJ)

Luke 11:17 confirmsthis:

17 But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: "Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation, and & house divided against a house falls. (NKJ)

In section 48, page 133, we have aso seen that contention and shameful conduct by a wife bring about a
condition which can be likened to rottenness in the bones.

Furthermore, 1 Pet 3:1-7 states:

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they,
without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,

2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward-- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine
apparel--

4 rather let it bethe hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is very precious in the sight of God.

5 For inthismanner, informer times, the holy women who trusted in God al so ador ned themsel ves, being
submissive to their own husbands,

6 asSarahobeyed Abraham, calling himlord, whose daughtersyou areif you do good and arenot afraid
with any terror.

7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife,
asto the weaker vessel, and as being heirstogether of the grace of life, that your
prayers may not be hindered. (k)

The practical implication of these scripturesisthat if aman'shouseisdivided it will not stand and his prayers
will be hindered. Theauthor knowsan individual who hasexperienced thison several occasionsand hasalso
seen how, when husband and wife come into agreement sudden breakthroughs are experienced.

In ministering to others we have encountered numerous instances where aman has had one flesh bondswith
women with whom he is not living, either because he abandoned the woman or women in question or for
other reasons. In such cases, particularly where the man concerned is seeking to serve God, Satan has taken
maximum advantage of the situation to destroy that man's finances. In several cases | have had to tell the
man concerned that until he restores his wife or wives to right relationship he will remain in poverty and
where he has no scriptura basisfor divorce he must resolve his differences with hiswife. Thissituationis
compounded where awife sets demands on her husband before he can return or where she was the one who
ingtituted the separation in the first place.

DI IIDIIIIIDIIDIIDIDIID DD DD DD D> > D> D>

Chapter : 6 Some Other Scriptureson Marriage | ssues Page: 145



Jesus ChristisLord The Scriptural Definition of Marriage

DIIIIDIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDIIIIDIIDIIIIDID DD

Women with oneflesh bondsin comparabl e situationsmay also find themsel vesin lack but, the most extreme
cases that | have encountered have been men who have been financially destitute. No matter what they put
their hand to Satan comes and kills, steals and destroys until the opportunity is utterly eliminated.

In other cases, women who intuitively understand this principle use it to manipulate their husbands. The
author knows of a case where awoman, seeking to control her husband, systematically came into agreement
with him until his business picked up dramatically and then ruthlessly entered into controversy with him
causing spiritual forces to destroy the new found opportunity, purely as some form of power play to
demonstrate that she was in control of the marriage.

M odern marriage guidance within the church frequently identifies this principle as afactor in financial lack
but then proceeds to tell the husband to come into agreement with his wifel Clearly this is directly
contradictory to 1 Peter 3:1, quoted above, where wives are told to submit to their husbands. A marriagein
which the wife calls the shots, sometimes because aman truly loves God and has no hope of taking asecond
wife because he thinks it is against the Word of God, is an abomination in the sight of God!

53. ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE WIFE FOR THE HUSBAND

As an extension of the principle of the husband being the head of the wife or ruling over her, it would seem
reasonable to conclude that the wife is not "responsible” for the husband. Accordingly, should the wife
become aware that her husband is sinning or in error, she presumably has a responsibility to inform him of
thisin an appropriate fashion. However, since heis her "head" it seems reasonable to conclude that sheis
not responsible if he does not listen to her. In particular, she should not strive with him or get into dispute
or disagreement with him on thispoint. Rather it would seem that sheis enjoined to submit to himinall that
is according to the Word of God and to pray for Y ahweh to show him his error.

Inthisregard it isimportant to take account of the fact that "a house divided against itself cannot stand” as
discussed in section 52, page 145. Therefore a situation in which the wife is striving against the husband
opens the house to division and destruction. This is not to say that the wife should accept or agree to
participate in unGodly or unscriptural actions but it does seem to suggest that she should not continuously
argue with and oppose her husband in a manner which exacerbates the division. It would seem that she
should rather apply the principles of 1 Corinthians 13 regarding Love.

Thisthought issupported by 1 Corinthians 14:34-36 which states:

34  Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak;
but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.
35 Andif they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home;

for it is shameful for women to speak in church.
36 Or did the word of God come originally fromyou? Or was it you only that it reached? (NKJ)

Againthisisadifficult scripture but it is certainly in the "New Testament".

1 Peter 3:1-7 states:

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey
the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,

2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.
3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward-- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine

apparel--
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4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with theincorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is very precious in the sight of God.

5 For inthismanner, informer times, the holy women who trusted in God al so ador ned themsel ves, being
submissive to their own husbands,

6 asSarah obeyed Abraham, calling himlord, whosedaughtersyou areif you do good
and are not afraid with any terror.
7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker

vessel, and as being heirstogether of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.
(NKJ)

While the idea of awife calling her husband "Lord" in this day and age may seem extremely offensive to
most, it isnevertheless scriptural. What would appear to be more important than the use of the Word "Lord"
however, isthat which isin the "hidden person of the heart" and the conduct of the wife whereby even if the
husband does not obey the Word of God he may be won by the conduct of hiswives.

Furthermore, this scripturereinforcestheimpact of adivided house by exhorting husbandsto dwell with their
wives with "understanding” that "your prayers may not be hindered". From personal experience, if aman
and hiswife are not in agreement their prayers and daily activities will be constantly obstructed or hindered
and they will suffer great loss as a consequence of spiritual forces which are mobilized against them as a

consequence of division. Thissame hindering will occur whereaman isjoined to another
woman with whom heis not living. This will apply to previous wives, mistresses,
prostitutesor any other woman that he hasjoined himself to and with whom he has

a"oneflesh" bond that has not been cut off. We have repeatedly witnessed this phenomenon
in people we have ministered to.

54. THE LOVE BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIVES (AN EXTENSION OF EPHESIANS 5:33)

At thispoint, there are still many aspects of the marriage rel ationship which have not been dealt with, inthis
section we will seek to better understand the full implications of scripturewith regard to the intimate aspects
of the relationship between husband and wives.

a. AWIFE SHOULD REVERENCE HER HUSBAND

Ephesians 5:33 states:

33 Neverthelesslet each oneof youin particular SO love hisown wife [wives] ashimself, and

let the wife [wives] see that she respects her husband. (NKJ)
(the word [wives] added by the author)

The Amplified Bible states:

33 However, let each man of you (without exception) love hiswife [wives] as[beingin a sensg]
his very own self; and let the wife see that she respects and reverences her
husband -- that shenoticeshim, regardshim, honourshim, prefershim, venerates
and esteems him; and that she defersto him, praises him, and lives and admires
him exceedingly. (AMP)

(the word [wives| added by the author)
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Interestingly, husbands are told to agapao (love) their wives while wives are told to reverence their
husbands. Some yearsago, The Lord led meto Dake's commentary on Ephesians 5:33 which statesthe
following with regard to the word reverence:

Greek phobeo, to strike with fear; to frighten. Itis translated reverence only here; be afraid
29 times; and fear 61 times (Revelation 1:17; 2:10, etc). She is to reverence him as her
head (verses 23-24; 1 Corinthians 11:3)

Thisiscertainly avery difficult statistic to assimilate and apply, it makes more sense in the context that
we are told to reverence or fear God, thisis a Godly respect, awe or fear NOT a Satanic terror as the
word fear has come to mean in English. Nevertheless, thisis a difficult scripture to fully comprehend
within our paradigm of marriage and must surely emphasi se the need for Christian husbandsto be Godly
men who fear God for it may be that it is only if a man fears God that his wife can feel secure to
reverence him. Suchisthetotal collapse of our society from true Bible based values that most Christian
women would probably find it aimost inconceivable that they should reverence their husbands as this
interpretation impliesthat they must. But, nevertheless, that iswhat the Word of God says and both men
and women should seek for thisideal. At the same time it reinforces the view that a man who is not
committed to thisideal is not the man that a sincere Christian woman should choose as ahusband. She
would surely befar better advised being the second or subsequent wife of aman who truly iscommitted
to seeking God to change him to become more like Jesus so that his wives can submit to and reverence
him with ease.

1 Peter 3:1-7 states:

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they,
without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,

2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

3 Donot let your adornment be merely outwar d-- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting onfine
apparel--

4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.

5 For inthismanner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themsel ves,
being submissive to their own husbands,

6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughtersyou areif you do
good and are not afraid with any terror.

7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with themwith under standing, giving honor to thewife[wives], asto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered. (NKJ)

(the word [wives] added by the author)

Clearly there is adeep love and reverence implied on the part of the wife against the Love of God manifest
in the husband.

b. THE DESIRE OF A WIFE SHOULD BE FOR HER HUSBAND
Genesis 3:13-16 reads:

13 And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, " The serpent
deceived me, and | ate."
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14 Sothe LORD God said to the serpent: " Because you have donethis, you are cursed morethan all cattle,
and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days
of your life.

15 And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise His heel."

16 To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall

bring forth children; your desire shall befor your husband, and he shall rule over you." (NKJ)

c. SPOUSESSHOULD NOT WITHHOLD FROM ONE ANOTHER SEXUALLY

***#

1Cor 7:1-5

1 Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

2 Nevertheless, because of sexua immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her
own husband.

3 Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.

4 Thewife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does
not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

5 Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and
prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

(NKJ)

d. AWIFE SHOULD BE UNINHIBITED IN HER RELATIONSHIP WITH HER HUSBAND

By implication of the pointsin section 54.a, page 147 taking account of Genesis 3:16 which states that the
desire of the wife should be for her husband, it seems apparent that the wife should love her husband in a
very deep sense, second only to Jesus and also that she should have an intense desire for him.

Arguably love-making in marriageisatype and shadow of praise and worship and, by implication, the wife
should take the initiative and love making should be uninhibited (consider David's praise and worshipin 2
Samuel 6:12-23:

12 Now it wastold King David, s